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mer ailder whose blows its eliains are to ho broken and its prisons de-
molishied.

4. 1i have tricil to set forth and vin1dicate tilt ullnuitionail obliga-
tionl, the inhlerent reasoniablenless, and, the'ý hlistorical necessity of Chiris-
tlan missions. Tlie strongiç ouglit to bear the inifirinities of the weak.
Sucli is the order of history, the latw of reason, andi the life of God.
But thc priniciple doos not regard its bexieficiaries as objects mercly of
pi-Ly, but as subjects of moral discipline. Theîy are weak, not by mis-
fortune, laut. by guilt. The actual preaciniig of the Gospel Ùoes not in-
augurate for them flhc period of moral probation ; the law is wvritten on
thecir Ilearts. conscience is active in the aieduii.iig and excusing thlouglits,
flictruith iS 1)01( doiv'xî in uliriglitcousness n lc are without ex-
cuse. ileathenisin disclosos no organlic law of ethical progress ; it is
nlot a stage in religicnus dcvelopmont ; it is au equally fatal inistake to
imagine Qluat the uncvanurelizwdt nations are innocent children of nature

or he rrsposibe vais o risfrtne.Thcy are mon, and ie must deal
-%ith them as men. Ti~hcir slumboring, and. paralyzed manhood, drugged
and weakened by deliberate wic.-ediiess, iiiust be roused and quickenied.
Their spiritual pcrsonality, their original, conlstitutional andi indivisible
moral accouuitability must ho persistently recognized and addressed.
'fhey eau enter the 'kingdom of hecaven onily throughi the straît gate
-%vhere the eterlial law convinices tlienm of shi and judgmoent. Ilemenîbering
this, our task is iiimiisely sifli1 lifiL>d, and the simplicit-y of iricthod
preparos fli ay for greater intonisity and concentration iiu ex,,ecutioni.
It is not our business to iniaucgurate for amly man the poeriod of nmoral
agency. Withi that, and wvith ail conditionod upon it. wvc have abso-
lutely nothingy to do. Nor are wve surnmonied to assume tic moral, cdu-
cational andi iid.ustrial activity of tliose to -%hlom wve carry the Gospel.
Thiey must, as moun like unto ourselves, iunder the, leadershîip of Christ,
wvork out thoir owni salvatiou. It is oîîr sole business te make mnen the
disciples of Uhrist. It is net our duty te educate thom, or to, emanci-
pate tlhoni, or to civilize thern, but to Clîristianize, thlem. Culture, po-
litical libertv, industrial iimprovenienit, wvill follow - but noue of the
prodlucts of Chlristian civilizatioîî will corne to z7ty uuîtil Chiristianity
lias taken root; aud. then tlîey wvill corne witlîout foreigiî pressure. It
-%vas a tirnely itterance of Presideut Angeil, ait Detroit,. a fcw weeks
siîwe, made all the more inipressive by the hiistory of ouir Aniorican
missions,, wheni, speakiiug lu beliadf of Chinai, lie 'aid Tie groat cmi-
pire Mill not receive and keep, your locomotives and tà&'egnIphis unltil
shie lias boived the kuce to vour Christ. 'She iill not yield lier :nient
eîvilization luntil ,Ie lia'; surrendered bier religrionl."ý We, believe, n
schools, in literature. iii deliverance froin pohitical tyranny.' in social
improvoment -but ail thiese nîîîst bu, the sponitaieous olutgrowth of
someting dlepLr and mucre ralival-tlie life of the iloiy Uliost iu flhc
souls of mn. Tlie tree must be planted hofore the fruits *an bcecaten,


