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mer under whose blows its chains are to be broken and its prisons de-
molished.

4. I have tricd to set forth and vindicate the unconditional obliga-
tion, the inherent reasonableness, and the historical necessity of Chris-
tian missions. The strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak.
Such is the order of history, the law of reason, and the life of God.
But the principle does not regard its beneficiaries as objects merely of
pity, but as subjects of moral discipline. They are weak, not by mis-
fortune, but by guilt. The actual preaching of the Gospel Coes not in-
augurate for them the period of moral probation ; the law is written on
their hearts, conscience is active in the aceusing and excusing thoughts,
the truth is beld down in unrightcousness, and they are without ex-
cuse. IHeathenism discloses no organie law of ethical progress ; it is
not o stage in religious development ; it is an equally fatal mistake to
imagine that the unevangelized nations arve innocent children of nature
or the irresponsible waifs of misfortune. Theyare men, and we must deal
with them as men. Their slumbering and paralyzed manhood, drugged
and weakened by deliberate wickedness, must be roused and quickened.
Their spiritual personality, their original, constitutional and indivisible
moral accountability must be persistently recognized and addressed.
They can enter the kingdom of heaven only through the strait gate
where the eternal law conviuces them of sin and judgment. Remembering
this, our task is immensely simplified, and the simplicity of method
prepares the way for greater intensity and concentration in execution.
It is not our business to inangurate for any man the period of moral
agency. With that, and with all conditioned upon it. we have abso-
lutely nothing to do. Nor are we summoned to assume the moral, edu-
cational and industrial activity of those to whom we carry the Gospel.
They must, as men like unto ourselves, under the leadership of Christ,
work out their own salvation. It is our sole business to make men the
disciples of Christ. It is not our duty to educate them, or to emanci-
pate them, or to civilize them, but to Christianize them.  Culture, po-
litical liberty, industrial improvement, will follow; but none of the
products of Christian civilization will come to stay until Christianity
has taken root ; and then they will come without foreign pressure. It
was o timely uiterance of President Angell, at Detroit, a few weeks
since, made all the more impressive by the history of our American
missions, when, speaking in behalf of Ching, he said : ** The great em-
pire will not receive and keep your locomotives and telegraphs until
she has bowed the knee to your Christ.  She will not yield her ancient
civilization wmtil she has sarrendered her religion.™ We believe in
schools, in literature, in deliverance from political tyranny, in social
improvement ; but all these must be the spontancous outgrowth of
something deeper and more radical—the life of the Holy Ghost in the
souls of men.  The tree must be planted before the fruits can be eaten.
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