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"<At present Moffat is applying himself with ail diligence to the ianguag,,e,
as the particular objeût of bis destination here. He Einds immense difficul.
ties froin, tie barrenness of thie lanâ uage an efC~Litrrtrbtei
naturally too persevering soun to lose courage m1~ slssoe otVe fo
undertakzing a journey at pî'esenit, ia order to become familiar ivitlh it by be-
ig for a tinie out of tlue hiabit of speakzing Du tell with our owfl peoplop here.
I tbiinkc it w~iil aiso be of advantage to me in that respect; hiaving so niuch
to, employ rny timie with at home 1 ]lave littie chance of learning niuc. il of

Ct Yoe f st a particular attention to the instruction of the ris
iug generation, but nias, we have no opportunities of doing this: thle people
insteail of desiriiug that tlieir children should be instrueted, are afraid of
their becomin- 'Dutchnxcn,' so tcnacious ar'e thiey of their old custoins and
habits, and if a boy ani a girl venture to corne they are soon ]aughied out
of it. ?erhaps if we ga ve theni a meal of nîcat every day or a few beads, ,ve
mighit have the place crowded-but on no other condition. Oh! how wve were
affeécted on 1-eading an account of Madagascar, wlhen we thoughit of the dif-
ference betwcen that people and this; they Q lesirous and tiiese such de-
spisers of instruction. As to soii.e of these people biaving correct notions Of
God and of lîcaven, death and liell, as lias been asserted, you must not be-
lieve it; for daily conversations convince us that the wvisest of themi have
iuost corrupt notions on tliese subjects. We are astonishied at their drea<l.
fui stupidity about these things. 31y beloved parents, we have mucis nped
of your sympatby and prayvers, and those of ail otiier Christians. Could we,
but see the smnallest fruit ive could rejoice amidst the privations and toi]

~vihwe bear; but as it is, our biaûds do often biang dowvn."
Their faith -%as put to a very severo test. Tliey toiled for years Ivithl-

out any visible fruit. Buit thiougli disappointed, Ileitlier wvero dis-
hecartcned.

"I'Marýy,' lie said one day to bis wife, i'this is liard wvork. 'It is liard -%vork,
n'y love,' she replied; 'but taire courage, our lives shall be given us for a
prey!P 'But thtink, niy dear,' lie î;id,'Iîuw long we hiave been preaching
to tlîis people, and 110 frulits yet U)Q1' i.31offât rejoined ia this mari-
ner: 'The gospel lias not v et been preaclhed to theni in tlicir OwnI? to7lgue
n'1ltercilz tlièy vwere le>rn. Tliov biave bevard it only tli'ough interpreters, and
interpreters who bave tikenuselves 110 just understanding, no real love of the
truth. WVe nîust îuoteç peet ,tebioss-4ing tili you be ale froin your Owvn lips
and in thieir own lîuI~î~ o bring it throughl their casinî.o tileir eat'
TFîrom tlat, 11oui,' Said 31r 31 offat, iii relating the conversation, c.1 gave my-

sel wih utîrng :lgence tb the acustion of the langua.go.,"
-At the close of the ycar 1822 Moffat wvrote his brother:
" Ishall nlow giv2 sorne particulars of our pre.spnt situatiOtu. The lmnost

important is tbe cause of Chjrist. AlsIwc st'Ih iban« oui lia.p on the ivil-
lows, and Inlourai over flic dsttinv of thousands li2a.ýtning- wvit1i hlitles. but
imipo'tuouq strides to the regions'of wvoe. They tiîra a djeaf ear to the voice
of love, and treat wvitil scorni the giorious doctrinvs of re(ieniPtiofl. This
Often causes our learts to languti -ql, while OUI' .ves falil with loo i pward.

"Itislîoevr, leai, to rcllert that affairs in ge'neral wear a more
hopeul spet tan %vin we callie liv~re. Si-veral instanices have proved

bbc pvoffe deterznined to rcelinqtiishl the barbharmus k;ysti.-Il cf coaimiandocs
for stea-iing- catti Tbh b-ylave alIso disprnsed vi th a'raiinuaker tIhis sewso n.
WVe rejoice in thuis, blec;use bis spi-vices and presence inust ever form a strong
barrier to thie spread cf the gospel.


