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THE NEW STEAMSHIP LINE.

— —

The value of the nowly established steam.
ship line between Canada and Australia is
hardly realized yet by even the most inter-
odted parties, notwithstanding all that has
been eaid during the past month about the
possibilities which it has created. From an
Imperial point of view it possesses the ad
vantage of offering o fast alternative route
for mails and passengers betwecen Evgland
and one of her most distant and important
colonics, By this route the trip frora the
Uhgited Kingdom to Australia can be made in
from eight to ten days less time than by the
Suez Canaland P. & 0. line. In the event of
# European war its value to England would be
immense, affording as it would a comparatively
safe transport to Australia at a time wnen the
Sucz Caual would be almost sure to be closed.
Its chief value, though, in such an event,
would be to Australia itself, as the colonics
there would sutfer severely if their communica.
tion with England was shut off. Then agaio,
this line has the advantage in this respect of
offering a very much more pleasant route to
and from the old country. The discomforts suf-
fered on the voyage between Australia and
England by the old route are severo, tha ex-
treme heat often producing appoplexy and
sunstroke. These will be entirely escaped by
the travellers on the pew line, and they will
have the additional advantage of tho railroed
journey across tho American continent, through
the magnificent scenery of the Rocky Monn-
tains and Eastern Canada, to break the mono-
tony of the trip.

"The benefits which the new route will briag
to Cavada ave cousiderable. It will give
British Columbia a steady snd re iablo market
for her lumber; Dntario and Quebee will be
able to dispose of considerable quantities of their
manufactared goods, such as agricaltural im-
plemerts, boots and shocs, clothing, etc. ; and
the other provinces will, no doubt, soon find
somethipg which they can sell to advaatage.
The records of Canadiaa trade with Australia
for the past fow years show that whenever
meaus of transportation were availablo a good
business was done, principaly in carrying
lumber there and bringing back wool. In 1889
+he high water mark in this traffic was reached,
the following years showing a considerabls fall-
ing off, attributed to the lack of weans of
travspore.  This unsteadiness the new line of
steamers i3 cxpected to remedy. JIn 1890

Canada imported from Australia considerablo
quantities of tin, hemp and rags, but since
thcn not an order for any of these lines has
been placed there.  The statistics of trade be-
tween the Lwo countries shows the balance to
be largely on tho Canadian side.  1n 1892 we
sold goods to the amouat of $436,163 and pur-
oliased to tho amount of 3264,783 only.

From tho Australian point of viow tho prin.
cipal advantage of tho new routo will always
bo the raductica in tho time consumed in
transmitting and carrying mails to and from
England, although the market facilitics it gives
thom are also of groal importance. Mr. ITud-
dard, tho managor.of the lino, intended coming
to Canada by the scoond vessel tostudy the
trade possibilities for both ways, and he will
no doubt diecover during this iuvestigationa
number of new needs in Canada that Australia
can supply.  Already the value of their wool
shipments amounts to a large sum every year,
and this will now since there aro regular means
of communication be largely increased.

In every senee the establishment of this new
steamship line will be a gain to the Empire, to
Capada and to Australia.

SUMMHER IN WINNIPEG.

Within the past threo or four years a great
chavgs has come over the character of the
summer season in Winnipeg avd the mannerin
which it is spent by the peopls of the city.
Previous to the period mentioned and since tho
memorable days of the boom there was hardly
such a thing hers as what is known in the east
as the holiday season. The peopls of this
country are al} ¢ nearly all from tho east, and
previous to their coming here were just as fond
of tneir holiley iz midsummer as anyone, but
nine out of 6 -ary ten of them when they left
their old home to come west, did so with the
sole object in view ot bettering their financial
position in the world and with a determination
to make everything clse give way to the accom.
plishmentof thatobject, inteading whenthey had
made some money torcturnand settlein theirold
homes. This wasfatalto the summerholiday cus
tom and it censequently did not gaia a footnold
in Winnipeg or any other part of this now coun.
try. But after the hard times which followed
the boom, during which times the majority
of the people lost their hope of bezoming
rapidly rich, had began to be repliced
by a period of steady and substantial
growth in both city and country, they saw
what a really fine country they had got into,
and realized something of the future which
must Lo before it; and, morcover, they had
by this time got weaned off tho idea of going
back cast, having formed strong business and
social connectioas hore, 8o they graduallysettied
into the resolve to pirmancatly reside herc.
This was followed by more steady and sub-

- stantial habits of living, and their return to

the custom of taking a holiday in the stmmer.
Winnipeggers need a sammer holiday about
ss § ach as any other people in the worll.
They are, as a rule, hard workers; maoy of
them give at least nine hours a day to their
ocupations, whethor they be mechanics,
tradesmen or offico workers, and when this
is kept up through the long, tedious wintor
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with thoir burdens largely increased in the
spring and fall, the averago constitution do.
mands at least one or two weeks' rest in the
heat, of the summor.
Providence has  kiodly placed conven-
jont to this provinco soveral very
pleasant  holiday and pleasure resorts,
Within the province itsolf thero aro several
vory pretty towns whoro if the holiday recker
has friends in thom a week or so can bo
speny very pleasantly. A week on a farm in
almost any part of the province is a delight-
ful experionce. ‘Cho chief resort of tho gone-
ral public at presout is, and likely always
will bo, Rat Portsge. This place and itsad.
vantages and attractions aro too well known
to need description hero, it is sufficient to say
that in the vicinity of the Lako of the
Woods somo of the pretticat scenery in Can.
ada can be found, and the camping sites
which tho islands of the lake afford, somo of
them within sight of the town, are not sur-
passed by anythiog in Awerica. Rat Portace
is cnly 133 miles from Wionipeg, and is sap.
plied with a very convenient train service,
Within the limits of the city of Winnipeg it-

_self ond in its vicinity there have beon estsb-

lished during tho past fow yearazeveral very
unice summer evening resorts. Elm Park, which
is situated about three miles south of the <ity
on the Red River, was a couple of years ago
made available for this purpose by the buitding
toit of an electric car line.  Sinco thon River:
park,a little nearer to the city 6n the same line,
has been opened to the public.

Convonient to the north and west end, and

-reachad by another system of electrio railway,

is the Exhibition grounda park which has been
fitted up for an evening resort.

It has been ono of the most serious objections
to Winnipeg for a long time that thers were no
places where & summer ¢veniog could be spoat
in the open air with any sort of enjoyment.
This objection has now been largely romoved,
and when the aystem of city parks, which i,
now beiag considered by a civic committee,

- has been established there will be few places in

Canada which offer more attractions in this
liae,

Sincs the introJuction of ths eafety bicycle,
which is very largely used by thoe young men of
the city ani to some extent by the young
ladics, many charming localities, waich wore
before too far away to be conveniontly reacher,
of an evening unless by meaus ot 2 livesy horyo
and rig, and thess cost mouey in Winuipsg,
have been brought within tho range of evening
resorts and reccive their due share of atton-
tion. Sims very pretty rides can be found
alung the banks of the rivers close to tho city,

Taking all these things into consideration, it
will bs seea that Wianipsg is nata bad place
tolivein in sammer now. As has been shown,
there is withia casy ceach several nica plag  to
spead a weok or twoof a holiday, whon t..¢
person hag that mach time to spare, and those
who are called upon ta remain in tho city can
easily find pleasant pl - +whero thoy can en-
jog the frosh air of & summsr evening.

Tho sinking of the British line-of-battle ship,
Victoria, of the Mediterranean fleet, last month,
was ono of the worst marine disasters of recent
years.



