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an abundant crop of those which arc devotod to a single lIîritcd brandi.
A name frequentiy adoptod, and in sucli a case pecuiiarly appropriate,
is IlLiterary -and Philosphical Soocioty,>' which at once points to the
ivide extent of the subjects opon for discussion ; and where thc simpler
forra of' IlPhilosophical Socety" bas been preferred, the members are
allowed frecly to roain through literature and learning, antiquities and
arts, as well as matheniatical and phuilosophical sciences. I Inyseif eau
nover forgct many delightful evenings spent at the Literary and Philo-
sophical Society eof Liverpool, with iRoscoe and Traili, Rathbono, Curry
and the Yatcses, and a host of others, cinent as physicians, Iawyers,
divines, or niorchants, and weIl propared to discuss matters of science,
learning, literature, taste or social interest, in a niannor at once agrecable
and improving. Nor less do I rocur with the truest enjoyinent te
eveningys spent at the Yorkshire Philosophical Society, wliore Mr.
Vernon Harcourt, Professer Phillips, Mr. Allis, thc comparative anate-
nWist, my loarned colicagues in the colloge with which I was then con-
nected, 31r. Wellbeloved, who lias thrown such lighit on the antiquities
of York, and Mr. Kenrick, the acute and refined seholar and enie, with
othor able men, gave a never-flaggingr interest, to the Society's meetings.

%On thc other band, 1 oaa testify from xny own oxperience, that a
'Society confining itseif to a particular brandi, which ail its members are
stupposed to bj more or loss. cultivating, do es by ne mca ns scure the
uniform. interest of its meetings, and may frequently be a direct cause
eof thoir boing duil and unattractivo.

If we try te reason on thc subjeot, it will bo ovidont that the Suciety
whose plan is most comprehensive is most likely te afford somnething
peeuiiarly interesting occasionally te every intelligont person, and te
diffuse a tasto for that variod culture which is at once ornamental and
useful in a Oemmunity, whilst a common organization savos the expense
of mainy separato establishments. A common publication bnings bofore
the world what is judged most important in ail the departznents; and
what is wanted ini the way of special studios in any one science, is
easiiy supplied by the votanies et' that science holding additional special
meetings as often as they deeni useful, like the Sections et' the French
In'titute, and availing themselves freely eof the rooms and books et' tic
,gen oral Socioty; whilst, if thcy find it necessary fur purposes eof tlieir
own, they can provide themselves with funds by a small additional sub-
soniptien froin the members et' tie particular section. The working
of eur Medical section shows the practicability and the convenience of
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