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ivas full of ancient treasure in rings anid vases, challenge. Bending itsdlf together for the con-
and golden ornarnents, -which lie had secrezly test, and darting furious flarnes, it closed in
stolen during a space of three hundred years. battle with the hiaughty warrior ; and they whe
Folk missed their gold and jewels but knew behield afar off saiv nothing but the fire îvhich
flot wvlo the robber %vas, until one night a way- wrapped the figliters round. The good shield
farer by chance wvandered into the cave and saw guarded Beôwvulf's body less truly than lie had
the precious hoard and the dragon slurnmber- hioped froin the bearns of fire. Nagling, the
ing by it, and snatched a golden drinking cup, liard-edged, bit less strongly than thc cbam-
frorn the glittering heap and lied. Hot burned pion, wlio knev so well to swving the ivar-bili,
the dragon's anger wvhen, awaking, lie rnissed liad need in his extrernity : the keen sivord de-
the gold drinking cup, and sawv that bis secret ceived him as a blade of suchi old goodness
treasure-hoard wvas known to mien. H-e rose oughit flot to have donc. The flerce treasure-
upon bis flaming wings eachi niglit and sped keeper, boiling -witli fury, flooded the plain in a
to and fro seeking the man who had done hirn sea o~f fire, so that the nobles whiclî watclied
this evii ; and wliere lie ivent lic consumed the combat turned and fled to the wvood for
bouses and people and scorclied the land into safety. Ail turned and led save one. WiglàÇ
a wilderness. he ivaves of ire reached the son of Weohstîin, a dear shield-ivarrior, only
palacc and destroyed that best of buildings, kinsmnan of Beô'ývulf, saw bis lord suifer in the
the fastness of the Geàts, and the people trern- bitter strife, and bis lieart could no longer re-
bled for fear of thc terr*ible flyer of the air.- frain. He seized bis shield of yellow linden-
Dark thouglits carne into Beôwulf's mind, inso- wood, and bis old tried sword. ' Corurades,'
mucli that lic was even angry with the AI- lie cried, ' forget ye ail the gifts of rings and
miglity because of the plague which visited the trcasurc we have received fron1 Beôwulf's biands
people, and in bis bitterness hie spake hiard at the daily out-pourîng of the rmead? Forget
things against thec Eternal Lord sucli as befitted yc bis past benefits and bis present need ?'
him not. Then hce comrnanded to makce a Then bie ran through the deadiy smoke and the-
variegated shield of iron, strong and well-tem- clinging fire to succour bis dear lord. Tlie-
pered, to -withstand the fire-breath of the ad- liame burnt up his linden shield, but Wiglàf ran,
versary, and baving put on bis war .nail, lie boldly underneath tbe shield of bis master and
called together bis warriors and said, 'Many a fought at his side. Then Beôwulf, jealous for
battie, 0 niy comrades, have I dared from my jbis single fame, thougli leat-oppressed and
youth up; many a warrior's soul have I loosed 1wiearied, swung bis great wai-sword and drave
from its slinttcred bouse of bone with my biting it down rnightily upon the liead of the ire-
-war-bill. Now for thc greater giory of my age drake. But Nagling failed bim, and brake in
will I seek this liaming war-fly alone. Be it sunder withi the blow ; for Beô'wulf's liand was
yours to abidc afar off on the bull and ivatcb too strong and overpowered every sword-blade
the combat, but takc no part therein. The forged by mortal man, neither was it granted
glory and the treasure and the war are mine to bim at any timne that tbe edges of the smith's.
alone. Would I miglit proudly grapple îvith iron miglit avail him in war. Wildly lie spurned
notbing but nîy nak-ed hand!: against this -wretcb, the treacierous sword-hilt froni hirn, and furiousý
as of old I did with Grendel! But since the rushed upon the fiery wormi and clutched it by
wvar-firc is so fierce and poisonous, I take mny the neck in the terrible gripe of bis naked
shield and byrnie and my sword. Not a foot- liands. Thiere upon the plain hie tlirottled it,
step will I lice tilI fate makze up bier reckoning wvhile the burning life-blood of thbe fire-drake-
bet,,vixt us.! boiled up frorn its tliroat and set bis bands

Then arose the farnous warrior, stoutly trust- alame. Yet loosened hie neyer bis gripe, but
ing in bis strength, and came to the hoary stone held the twining wormn tili WigIâf carved its.'
cliff whence ivaves of fire flowed like a x-ushing body in twain wvith bis sword. Tiien BeOôwulf
mountain torrent. I3oldly and wvitli angry flung the carcass to the eartli and the ire-
words the lord of the Geaàts defied the fire-drakze ceased.
to corne out and face tbe thirsty steel of Nag- But the flcr blood was on bis bands; and
ling, bis sbarp-edged blade. tbey began to burn and swell ; and hie feit the-

Quickly the wingred worm answered to bis poison course through ail bis veins and boil up


