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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

in Oxygon, the blood be charged with'Carhonic acid, bitiary
‘matter, urwi, orother praducts of the disintegration of the
body, the functional power of the nervous and muscular rys-
tems must undergo a marked diminution, in consequence of
;hc deleterious influence which such matters exert upon their
issues, ‘ ‘

Now it may be accepted as an indubitable fact in Organic
Chemistry, that there is not the slightest relation of compo-
sition between Alcoliol and Muscular tissue ; and all our
present knowledge of the subject tends to prove, that the al-
huminous® matters of the.blood, which constitute the pabu-
lum of that lissue, vannot be generated within the body of
man, ot of any other auhinal, but are derived immediately
from the food.  We cannot regard Alcoholic liquess, then, us
contributing to the nutiiion of Muscalar tissue 3 except in
so fac as they may contain albuminpus matters in addition to
the Ajcohol, which is espacially the case with ¢ malt li-
quors.®>  But thesc matters would have the same nutrient
power, if they were taken in the, form of solid food.

We cannot. speak with the same confidence in regard
to the jinpossibility of any assistagge being afforded by Alco-
hol to the nutrition of the Nervous system ; since Nervons
matter is essentially composed of falty substances, whieh,
though peculiar as containing a large quantity of phosphorus,
do not seem to contain, nitrogen ;t and smee Alcohol is re-
garded by the Chemist as approximating the oleaginons class
of substances in its chemical,relations.~But there ars two
circumstances which render it highly improbable that Algo-
hol can ever be converted into nervous matter.  In the first
Elace, we have no other example of an organic compound

eing found applicable to the nutrition of the animal tissues,
which is the prodnct of jncipient decay or decomposition ;
yet this may be affirmed to be the case with Alcohol, since
the Alcoholic fermentation is the first of a series of degrading
changes, which, .if allowed to confinue unchecked, termi-
nates in the putrefactive process 3 and we can scarcely ina-
gine, therefore, that it can be an appropriate material for the
formation of the most active and important past of the whole
animal mechanism.  Again, we have no other example of
the application of an orzanic compound to the nilrition of
the animal tissues, which exerts upon any of them such a
decidedly poisonous’ influence in large doses, as we have
seen lo be exerted by alcohol.  The inaterials which cons-
titute the pabulum for the several lissues, ave petfectly inno-
cuous whilst they retain thair ndrmal constitution ; and
their presence in the blood, in larger amouat than usual,
though it may in varions medes be a source of functional
derangement, never_exercises any special deleterions wflu-
ence upon the vital properties of the nervous, muscular, or
any other tissue. On these grounds, then, it may be almost
positively aflicmed, that notwithstanding the chemical rela-
tion which Alcohol bears to Nervous matter, it cannot serve,
either 1 its original condition, or on any other guise, as a
pabulum for the generation of nervous tissue.

We seem justified by the laws of physiology, therefore, in
assuming that aleoholic liquots cannot supply the first of the
requisites alteady enumerated for the development of the
physical power of the nervous and muscular apparatus ; and
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known as the protewn compounds, late rescarches having (ended
to show the incorrectngss of the basis vn «hich that appellation
was founded.

t It1s usually stated on the authonty o1 Fremy that tho falty
acids of the neryous substance contan mitrogen ; this, however,
is probably an error ; ansng Iramn the substauce of the bram or
nerves beng submitied to analysis en masse; for this substanco
consists not merely of the fatty cottents ot tho ccells and tubes,
but of the albuminaus wajls , and . thusregarded chenncally, it 1s o
mixtare of olcagigous,withia sniall quantity of albumineus matter,
which last, whep sncluded 4o, the analyss, would give w the for.
mer ingredient the appearance of containing vzote. —{See Valeus
tin's Lehrbuchder Physiologie, Band., p. 175:) -

freen whith it will itself st up, and also by the preventive

* This term 15 herc used tp designate what are commonly.

we have neat to cousider what is its capacily. in_ rggard do*
the second. It may be salely aflinned that the introduction
of Aleohol into the blood cannot <land in the plare of Oxygen
which is essential to the functional activity of the 'nc'r‘v'fﬁs
and muscutar systems 3 on the contrary, its presence in the
bload would rather tend to impede the oxidation of theit of-"
ganic components, both by the more cogent kfcnmmi'fgr.QxS'-_

influence which it is well knowi to exercise over the oXida-
tion of otlier organic substances, In loth these medes, it yill
not only interfere with that ac'ion of the Oxygen of (ho
blood upon the Nervous and Muscular subslagccs’f" vhich is
cssehtial to their tunctional activily 5 but it will also {end’
16 theck the removal by oxygenation, of thode pro:jl.ﬂ;ls"?f

flecomposition, whese continuance in the blodd *is "atieided
with mest serious injury to the sy.tem.  In so far ip‘ fadl,
a the prescrce of alcahiul in the circulating cnrregt {ehids ‘o !
give to arlerial blood a venous charactet, jt must Wereby’
impair its power of serving as the exciting fluid (for o we
may lerm it) of the nervous and muscular battery. And {his
it does in the first instance, by obstructing thic” eliminalion
of Carbonic Acid, as will be sisown hereafter 3 but nore te-
notely, by that interference with the proper functional acti-
vity of the liver and kidneys, which we have seen fo 'be
among the most ordinary consequences of the free hod' habip
tual use of alcoholic liquors.— I istol Temperpnee, e ald.
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SUNDAY POST-OFFICE AND SUNDAY MALTING.
From the -Natwonal Lemperange Chrapgle.) ..

The gentleman to’ whom the following important lettey
was addressed has forwarded it to us for insettion f our
pages. We fecl assured that it will be read with interest by
many of our friends :— T

London, March 25;1850.

Mi pEAR sir,—I have much plegsure in furnishing yon |
with « few particulars on a subject in which I'knosv. yoit feel
deeply interested. v ey ,

Itis a very gralifymg fact. lo every lover of the holy,Sab-
bath, that the Christian’,public is_manifesting such a lively
concern in tefercnce to Sabbath labor in connexiou with the
Post-Office.  But is 1t not somewhat strange, that whllslg S0
much sympathy is generously and juslly ctinced oh behall
of Post-Office clecks, another numerons ahd cqhallj respec-
table and responsible class of government servants 3s :ltoge-
ther overlooked ? I refer to Lxcise ¢or Intand Revenud) of-
ficers ! ‘T'his, especially with reference to the public advo- ||
cates for the better observance of the lord’s Day, hias been L'
to me, for some years past, a matter of surprise. How s it )
to be accounted for? Isit becausc this ctass of persons have i
less reverence and love for, and less need of the Christran
Sabbath, than their fellow-servants of the Post-Office? 1y
have no hesitation in saying, decidedly not. Oif the con-
traty, they would greatly rejaice at bewng fréed from obliga-
tion to Sabbath labor, which 1s feit, by very many of them,
to be an oppressive and galling burden npon the conscieuce, |
and necessarily permicious to the moral and religious feel-
ings. R !
This apparent inconsistency, on the part of the Christian
public is, perbaps, partly attributable 1o their want of infor-
wation upon the subject. ‘They are probably unacquainted
with the fact, that there are abont three thousand Exeise o
Inland Revenue) oflicers seattered over the United Kmgdom, [
every one of whom is obliged to visit and survey evety mait- |
house in bis residence and under his survey, onee at Jeast
every Sabbath, wher any malt is being manufactured there- |
in; and frequehtly twice or more, arcording to the stace ¢
operation then in process. Many officers are under the pa-!
cessity of frequently travelling considerable distances on the!

Sabbath, to visit and sucvey malt-housds: Sitiated out of %




