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EVIDENCES OF REVEALED KELIGION.

I the third century we have a whole host of au-|
ors, quioting, illustrating ‘and commenting upon the!
Yooks ot Scripture, which increase to a still greater
Dimber in the fourth century, before the close ot
Which catalogues of the entire number of those books,
"m‘respondmg exactly to our own, were pubhshed,
{ranslations made of them, harmonies, discourses,
Commentaries, and histories published, controversies
“tandled, and decrees of councils issued concerning
them, Nor did the work stay, but continued onwards
om age to age, till the whole world was in a manner
filled with jts frnits.  So that we have here a mighty
Hoad of evidence to attest the genuine origin and con-
tinued purity of Scripture, great even at the ortset,
“aud constanily swelling, as it proceeds, with the re-
Searches and “inquiries of every succeeding age. It
1S not that we Lave a scattered Teference or two in a
-Yariety of independent and successive wrilers to the
Dooks of scripture (which is more however than can be
3aid of many ol our most esteeemed classics,) but that
‘there is an entire body of literature of vast extent, all
-growing out of these books as its common root, and di-
Tected toward their elucidation as their common end—
literature which received its contributions from
€very region of the civilized world, and overspread
all lands with its multifarious productions, There is
Dothing in the whole history of ancient learning that
€an once be compared to. this; and, in the face of
Such overwhelming proof, to doubt the genuineness
©f the books of Scripture, were not only to resist the
Soundest conclusions of history, tut to deny the suffi-
Ciency of all historical evidence, and regard whatever
% past as impossible to be ascertained.”
Our author is still more brief on the second
Pt of his subject—the authenticity of the scrip-
fures. He shews how this results from the fact
‘tiiat they are genuine writings. Indeed the argu-
‘Ment may be stated in a few sentences. In re.
%poct to the New Testament, it is in substance as
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Histories of Jesus Christ, embracing his birth,
: Preaching, miracles, death, resurrection and ascen-
‘+8lon, and the manifestation of a divine power on
~hig disciples were pablished in the Greek language
“® Jerusalem and other places, in not less than five
Separate treatises, together with more than twenty
~ther writings of an epistolary kind, explaining the
Macts and events in the history of Jesus Christ,
And the views of the Divine character and govern-
- Ment, and the duties and interest of men connected
“With these ; and all these writings wero published
' ﬁbg.tly after the death of Jesus Christ, and at a time
’ , 88 was professed in them, & miraculons
Power was possessed by bis followers.  And yet,
Reither Jew, nor Greek, nor Romian, even attempt-
‘©d to disprove the facts set forth in those writings ;
~Mough the most powerful motives that can actu-
“¥e intdividuals and communities, must have in.
€lined them, and though multitudes of them must
lave been well able to do 80, had the alleged facts
© °®n fabrications. The very silence, then, of the
eoﬂtemporary Jewish and heathen writers, be-
Comes o proof of the authenticity of the New
®stament. But these writers give more than n
Begative testimony on this subject, They directly
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confirm the christian records, inasmuch as that
they abundantly shew, that the great facts set forth
in these records were matters of common report and
beliefin their day. ' ’

We think that Mr. Fairbairn has been unduly
apprehensive of tiring the patience of his hearers
and readers, His lecture is little more than a
third part the length of that of his predeceasor.
The argaments which he has illustrated do not
sufficiently respect the peculiar construction of the
Bible. It is one Book in respect to God's authors
ship; but it is a collection of many separate books, in
respect to man's authorship. And it is to this that
the inquiry into its genuineness and authenticity
refers. These baoks vary in proportional size from
one to sixty pages ; and are not less than sixty-six
in number—those of the Old Testament being
thirty-nine, and those of the New Testament,
twenty-seven. The authors of the latter ate nine,
and of the former, it may be presumed that they
are 8s numerous as the books that compose it ;
for though it is probable that several other books
besides the portion called the Pentateuch had ome
author, it is yet evident that different authors have
been employed on other portions—such as the
book of Psalms and Proverbs. Then how diversi-
fied were the writers of the Bible as to their. sta- .
tion and employments in life ! We find amongst
them kings, rulers, courtiers, scholars, pedssnts,
priests, prophets, apostles. How diversified, too,
the subjects of the Bible !—history, laws, dis-
courses or sermons, as we call them, prophecies,
peems of various kinds, from the song tothe dra-
matic composition, moral and prudential. maxims,
biography, epistles. And how vast the periad
over which this succession of writers extends!
According to the common computation, upwards
of 1800 years elapsed between the age of Johand
the banishment of John to the isje of Patmas, In
respect to these things, the Bible is altogether
unique, end it presents numberless features by
which the truth of its claims to be regarded ag a
record of revelation may be determined. The
question as to its genuineness and authenticity
does not respect & single work like the Iliad or
Odyssey, but a numerous collaction of writings
which are in some respects as diverse from each
other as are the Epistles of Cicero from the poems
of Homer. Each of these writings may be m@e,
and has often been made, the subject of a distinet
scrutiny as toits genuineness and authenticity ;
and if infidelity had reason and truth on its side,
the fraud or the delusion which, according to its
supposition, presided over the composition of the
Bible, would long erc now have been exposed ;to
the wonder and the condemnation of the world,



