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AI'RIL 13. AcTe xix., 8-22.
Golden Texi, Acts 19: 18.

SRIS was Paul'e second visit to Ephesus. On
hie way from Corinth hie had stopped here

for a ehort Lime and left his friends Aquila and
Priecilla who ruade titis their homne, ch. 18: 18-
21. Now, that he had corne back to remnain for
some time, he probably bived iu their house
working as formerly at hie trade during part of
the time, ch. 20: 34. V. 8. In the Synagogue
Paul would meet the Jewieh inhabitants to, whiomr
he feit it hiei tiret duty to preach. Boldly-it
rquired boldnese to declare to these bigoted
Jewe that Jesue was Mesiah. Dis'outina-
reasoning out of the Scriptures. Ve. 9,fU. liar-
dened-consider well what je imnplied je that
word. Pe. 95: 8; Reb. 3: 8-13. Yey not oely
resisted the truth themselves, they did all they
could to prevent others frorn beIieving. De-
parted-he had delivered hie message faithfulty;-
on the Jews now rested the responeîbility of re-
jtinx it. Separated-Rimsel f a Jew, it would
ewitli deep regret lie parted from theru. Seeing
further progress imnpracticable, he secured the
lecture-roomn of Tyrannus in wbich to, conduct
his i eetins. Výs. 11, 12. Thre .3pecial miracles
met the special circurustances of ticae and place.
The EpheEins were notorjous for their behief ie
and practice of necromnancy. V. 13. Vagabond
-lstrollînie"Jewsa--a claseof impo8ters who went
froin pla ce to place professing to, cure deseases
by their rnagic arts. Exorcists-who claimed
power to cast out evâ spirits, anîd who now im-
pîiouslIy tueed the naine of Jesus as a charru. Vs.
14-16. Tite maniac upon whorn thie8e fellows
experimented turned upon themn, their deceit
waS exposed, and the power of the Almigphty
vindicated. V. 17. Reports of this extraordinary
occurrence soon ê;preadl over the whole city. Fear
fell on them-reverence, in many instances, took
the place of scepticism anid ridicule, and the
name ofJezus was niagnified above tîat of Diana,
Ephes. 1. 19-21. Vs. 18, 19. Many that hiad
belleved iri the incantationsot the exorcist8 pub-
licly confé!-sed that thiey were wrong je counten-
aticcîng thein. Slroied tireir deeds-exposed
their witchceraft; while not a few of the sorcerers
themsel-es gave proof of their honest conviction,
by publicly burning, tb-'ir books or parchments
contain ing the isecrets4 of theirtrade; these being
la înaîmuscript could flot be replaced. True re-
pentance implieii more thtan contrition and con-
éLèssiori, Isa. 1 :16, 17. .F1'fty thousand peie-

comnputed to be about $10,000-a noble testi-
Mlony to the power of the Gospel. V. 20. The
scene was one which would neyer be forgotten
iri Epîmesuq, more remarkable in that iL wae a
voluitrry act on the part 0f the exorciste. Thre
Word of God grew and prevailed-tbe new
couvertzs were strengtheneà in their faith, and
nMariy others were mnoved by thtis examaple tojoin
the Ctirch. The result wae a great religtous
âwakening in the voluptuoue city of Ephesus
where it wab least to be expected.

APRIL 20. 1 COaRI. 1 : 17-31.
Golden Text, 1 6Corin. 1:23.

R IS epistie wau written at Epheous, ch. 16 -
8, towards the close of Paul's three yeare'

residence there, in the epring of A. D. 67. ILs
irnmediate object was to coueteract the div isions
that liad crept into the Church at Corinth
founded by himi on hie second missionary jour-
ne soi ne tive years before this time, Acte ch. 18.
Not long after he left Corinth, A polios came

thithier and won many followers by hie eloquence,
Acts 19:-.1. There were others, false Leachers,
some pretendinoe to follow Cephas, sone Apolloe,
soine Christ Hfimself, v. 12. These gave out
that Paul was noL one of the twelve and was
unworthy of credence. Another section professed
to Uc followers of Paul, but thcy were 80 in a
8ectarian spirit. Before rebuking their divisions
Paul cornmended such as were steadfast in the
faith and helpers in the good work, vs. 4-8. V.
17. Not to baptize-Paul doce neot despise
baptism : elsewhere hie epeake highly of it, but
he ins that iris particular function wau to
preacir tihe Gospel, ch. 9:1l6-ýo proclaitn the
good news. Wîisdom ofvwords,-wordy wisdoin,
or philosophical reaeoning set off with rhetoric,
such as the Greeke prided themeelves so much
upon. None effect--such teaching is worthless
cornpared to a simple and earnest presentaticn
of gaving Lruth. V. 18. Thre &ross-the Ilatone-
ment" isfoolishness to those who have no expert-
mental acquaintance with it. Whick are saved.
Eternal life i,4 a present gift. ch. 15: 1, 2. Ve.
19, 20-see Isa. 29: 14. The general idea je
tiiat God'e dealing-i with men are often mi8under-
stood Uscause lis waye are entirely different
froni ours. V. 21. llistory proves that mere
hurnan wW~orm neyer yet tauglit men the know-
ledge of the true God. Foolisilnesa ofpreaclèing
-oL foolish preacliing, but sucli plaiu practical
preaching as unbeliei ,reountfouhshuess;. V. 22.
À sign-Matt. 12: 38; Mark 8: Il. The Greeke,
o.n the other lrand, dEinanded logical demonstra-
tion which would Uc as clear to, their ininde as
thie solution of a mathematical probleru. V. 23.
A crucitied Messiah was not ini accordance with
Jewieh expectation: they looked for a temporal
prince. Vs. 26-28. The early preachere; were
flot chosen froin great philosophere nor orators,
and early converte were drawn Iargely from the
poorer ciasses. The weaknese of the instru-
mentality was proof of the inherent power of the
Gospel. TIringewthiclr are not-meane80 inaig-
nificant as Lu, escape observation Ood uses to, ac-
complish hie ende. V. 29. The design of the
Gospel je to humble human pride. V. 30. To
believere ie iL given to understand and accept the
Gospel. To themn Christ beconies oi.dom, by
enlightening theni ; rigrteousitess, by justifying
ihein; sanc,,fication by purifyrng them; Re-

demtin y prcasngeternal life for them.
Vh.SeIsa. 9: 23, 24; 2 Cor. 10: 17, 18.

We can be 1jrdoned and eaved only by Hlm,
wlîo died on the Cross for ours oins. Acta 4; 12.


