{ Prom the Tablat ]
CONSECRATION oF THE BISHoP OF
BRUGES,

My dear —~—, 1 have just returned from a
ot \stacesting wisit to Belgam, and [ will ro-
cord my unpressions of 1t, while vet fresh, in the
shaps of a lotter to you, ‘Tho ohject of wy
goig was 10 sttend the consecration of Mgz,
Malon, as Bishop of Bruges, to which See he
has been deaigratcd since last dotumn, bm!

matks about all thexe Catliolic dignitaries is the
entire absenca of pomposity. They never seem
{0 you aware that any eyes ate upon them. As
to the Cardinal, T cannot get his flaure out of my
head. [now comoe to tha morning of May 1, the
Jday of consecration itself. The arrangements
wero 8o good that there was no accasion to go
oarlior than the time mentioned for the coremo-
nial.  Accordingly at half-past aight wo were at
the cathedral in our places. Presisely at that
fhiour all the bells in the city began to ring, or
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simmple words :—* Receive the Holy Ghost'*
the Consecrator and Assistant Bishops imposing
hands on the head of the Bishop elect.  To this
succeeds a grand Preface, sung by the Consecra.
tor with hands oxtended, as supplementary to the
Conseoration.  This is followed by the mest
touching actin all Ordinations, thesolemn anoint-
lng during the einging of the ** Yeni Creator.”
Bat whereas the Priest, you know, is ancinted
on the hands only with the Oil of Catechbumens,
the Bishop reccives on his head (¢ oo the

T

roturned thanks for himself, but amply proposed
somo other health,  Thue, too, time was ganed,
which, as the precess of dinner hiad lasted quite
three hours aud a half, was a poat of some im-
portance. After dinner wo had & nice chat n
tho reception room.  Dr. Wiseman was sa kind
as to present us, hath tu the Cardinal and to the
Arxchbishop of fans.

On t}o third doy after the consecration, the
now Bishop mude his public entty into the city.
Ho was metat the gate by the Bishops and

owing to tho troubled stato of things at Reme, it .00 toMl, ata quick, joyfal, summoning paco.
was only.very lataly that the Bulls for his °‘°"°°"'I‘ho day was glorious. In the space before the
erahion woro recowved. B Maton, B stioud tolll ooy ooy of tho cathedral were drawing up the

you, was formorly tho Professor of Llogmatic| piiiary wish their band. The eathedval tselfis

‘t corona*! ot tonsure) the anointing with \ho""lcrgy, with the Civil and Military Authorkties.
Holy Chrism. The Preface if aftorwards con- ! Yt was arranged that all the Bishopsshould walk,
tinued. As I have cnticised the Laitanies at'but asa violent storin of thunder and rain came

{'heology at Louvain, and appeats to have been
used t9 the Episcopate by acclamauoent, My
own acjuaintance with fum began soven yoars
ago, when I was a Protestant, and was revived
10 1845, shorily before I became a Catholic
when, at tho 1nstance of 2 common acquaintanco,
M Malon tack the trauble of wniting mo a letter
of four sheets of paper on Catholie Unity; a vary
iuteresting and able document, which had its
weight, with other things, in helping me 10 my
decision in that memorable year. ltis curious
cnough that the first consecsation of a Catholie
Bishop 1 have been present at should be that of
M Malon. Howorver, he kindly ssked we to go
to i, and go L did, 1n company with a party of
four, and as happy a patty we were as yau
might wish 1o seb. Travelhng together, it is
said, enther makes friendshops or breaks themn
and ours was af the formor sort. \We had,
moreover, the advantage of being, in 3 manner,
under the wiog of our Bithop ; for at Brugoes we
foll in with Pr Wiseman, who had arrived at the
same point by a differant route. I need haudly tell
you what an advantage this was to us al}, for
Dr Wiseman knows every budy and every thing
abroad, and his name was, of course, a passport
for us with all the distinguished and interesting
Eclesiastics whom we met. Now, then, let me
preceed with my story. Aftera beautiful pase
sage of six houss, we got to Ostend on Monday
moring, the 30th ylt, at eight, when after hear-
ing Mass and.breakfastiog wae statted for DBrue
ges. The church at Oatend presents notiung
very remaryablo ; but thero is always something
ungpaakably delightiul in fecling oneself (a3 a
Catholig) at hgme in foxai n churches, and hear.
ing * Per omnia sxcula seeculorum’ on the other
side the water, 1 thiuk any one would have
been struck by the reverent appearance of things
at Mass. 'We gut to Brnges in the afiernoon,
and found it full of busile on account of the
caming solemoipies. They were beginning to
decorate the sueals for the procession, and
eyerywherg aro scen long programimes of the
order of the day of consecranen.  We first paid
our respects to our own Biskop, and then repair-
cd to the ¢ Evechie,’”” where we found Mgr.
Malon, full of courtesy and kindness. and were
all appointed-our several places in the cathedral
for the next day. Mgr Maloa is # very pleasant
intelbigent luoking mao, aboui forty, and, ir fact,
somerbing like Father Faber—a good omen, 3
hopo. I observed thai he wore a richer chain
ahan our Bishops, and 2 very splendid pectoral
cross ; aljogether, his 2ppearance Wwis very pre.
possessing, The next point of nterest was the
arrival of the assisting Bishops, who all except-
ing D¢ Wiseraan, came together ia the aveniug.
At tho station whese the train was cxpected,
crowds were assembljed, as if to welcoroo some
prince or canquerer ; and the station was deco-
tated with fiags, This was the first sign, we had
of thelight in which Bishops are regarded in 2
true-Catholic country.  The crowd was 3 great
that we made a push to get through the station
to-the-plstform, 2 privilege which was yielded
on paymont of a franc, and recoiving a2 rallway
ucket as a passport.  The train soon arrived and
was raceived with cheers.  Tho venerable party
passed through tho station- house, and was re-~
éejved-by meny on bended kaceo, and by all with
heads uocovered Tt covsisted of the Papal
Naneio'(an Archbishop), the Csrdinal Arch-
bishop of Malines, tho Archbishop of Pans, all
the Bishops of Belgium, tho Bighop of Luszem-
bourg, ax_xd‘wh'e'ﬁrbbb_ishhpiof Tyre,'in partibus.
‘These, with D¢ Wisemad {Whom they éaliéd
L’ Eveque de Loadres), wore, 1 think, all the
Bishops-presept, The Catdinal “Azchbishop is
quitea-sight inhitaell. Such ghaceswestiiess,
and majesty-eombincd 4s roalise ono's very au
$dcal-of a prince of the Church. Mgz, Sibour,
+ho -Archbishop of Paris, is azwest, placid, aud
not'eldetlymsh-; a-pecaliarinterest hangs oter
the suctessof of Affre.” The Nusacio is a very
strikiog person in appearance.  What' one re-

a beaunfol structure of great Height, with a
¢hoir {which was quite concealed), and two fino
transepts. It was arranged as follows :—In
front of tho screen was orected a spacious plat-
form 1he cotononial, seven of eight sjeps above
the avea of the church, with a high altar, and a
side altar for the Bishop clect. Tho trausepts
were filled with spectators. In the nave, on the
right and left sides of the platform, wero seats
for the Canons of the cathedral , below them
were tho clvil and tnilitary authorities ; on
ofthor side along the nave wore the Clergy of
other dioceso , and the rest of the church was
appropriates almost entirely to the peoplo of the
town, rich and poor without distinction. On the
platfosm, right and Jeft, were acats for the
Bishops and for the Chaplaias ; behind them, in
the centre, was a footstool for [tho Consecrator.
Shonly after our amival, the procession ap-
proached from the palace ; the Clergy, in sur-
plices, preceding the Bishops. The Archbishop
of Malines was habited in his Cardinal’s robes,
wearing on his head a small red cap, not large
enough to conceal his silver hair.  The Bishop's
wote copes of gold. As the processin entered
the drams boat, and the musicians (whe were
concealed behind the screen) strnck up a joyful
movement. ‘Theorchestra consistedof an instru.
menial band, besides the organ, with a full cho-
rus of voices, the irebles being sustained by

boys, for women singers, I believe, are nut
allowed at Belgium—at least, I heard nono while
there. When tho Bishops and Clergy werd

seated, and the Cardinal (the Conscerator) had
exchanged his scarles robes for his cope of crim-
son and gold (it was St Philip and St Jume’s
day, and the colour was accordingly red), and
the Bishop elect had vested in his sacerdotal
habits (except the chasuble, instead of which he
assumes the cope). and had been led, wearing
his cap., between the two Assisting-Bishops (alwo
in copes) to tho cestre the ceremeny began by
the reading of the Papal Prief.  Thisis follow

ed by the * Examen,” in which occurs a mag-
nificent piece of doymatic theology on the Blessed
Trinity ; read 1t, and " then fancy the Arch-
bishop” of ., or the “ Bishop’ of H, under
going it ! 1 suppose you kuow the Office of the
Cosecration of a Bishop. You vemember tha
the Consecrator and the Bishop elect celebrate
Mass together at difievent altars. It is after the
Allelndia, or the Tract, that the Conseeration
properly begins. Then the Bishop elect Jeases
his altar and comes in front of the Consecrator,
and while the Consecrator and all the Bishops
#nd Clergy incline therr heads, kneeling, e (the
Eleet) prostrates himeelf on the ground while
the Latanee of the Sants are sung, as at the
Ordinauion of the other Clergy, as it o enhst all
the Court of Heaven in behalfl of those who are
aboat to receve the exalied compussion. 1
should tell you that at Bruges all the people
wore let 1nto the cathedral without distinction as
soon as the Mass hegun. ] can conceive nothing
wore impressive to them than the sight of their
fatere Bushiop 1n s posture of profound humis
liavton—annilnlaung himself, as 18 were, bofore
the Presence at which even the angels shroud
thoir faces. Certainly, a Bishop should always
be cousecrated, if possible, m lus own cathedral.
Near me there waro some who could hardly
restsan themsclves from crymg out when they
saw  Monseigneur” flat on his face. T should
tel! you, howeser, thet the glonious Litanies
were sadly messrd at Bruges, owing to the great
mistake of accompanyaeg them with the organ

for tho.organ.and the voiees did not keop time,
and $hus tho petitions andanswera were frequent-
Iy jumbled-togother. Attho cud of the Litanjes,
as at the Ordination, the Consecsator rises and
fives the Bishop elect tho triplo benediction.—
Afier the L’ilanics,, tho Consecrator. places the
Book of tha Gospels on the shoulders of the
Elect, whezo 1t remains ufl that part of the
coremony when it is fdelivered 1nto his hands.
Tlon tollews the Consecration nself, in theso

Brugos, 1 must in justico add that the ** Veni
Creator,” in that majestic Gregorian tone, was
exceedingly fino. At the end of tho Preface,
the Consecrator intones the beautiful antiphon
from Psslm cxxxii., ** Tho cintment on the
head,” &c, and 1t was sung through by the choit
with the Psalm to which it belongs, *¢ Behuld,

on (by thy way we observed all thpipeoplo
croasing themselves at the lightoing), this
arrangethent was ulimately confined to the now
Bishop alone.  We were of course at finst very
much tempted to grutmble at the weather ; the
singlo exception in our tour to the most. glosious
sunshine  But.really 1am not sure that 1t waa

how good and pleasant it is,”” &c. How thesg! not in some reapeets a gain ; for it brought out
psalma seem written for the occzsion ! Tho | the patience and devotion of the people in a
hands of the Bishop clect are now anointed with ' beautirul light. This public entry was jndeed
the Holy Chrism, as if to confer on him the'** asight for sair cen*’ in these days of bjasphemy
plentitede of the DPriesthood. Remembee that'and reproach 1t was like the triumphal pro-
all this time he is still inclining under coser of ' cession of 2 hero or popular favoutite ; ‘kings
tho Book of the Gospels, with a commission to' and queens rarcly meet with ilic like. Imagine
preach them, and the Consecrator seals all by ke whole population of a town turning out and
giving tus new brother the kiss of peace, as tho “patiemly enduring a drenching rain for half an
Assisting Bishops also do—and 2 right good em- ' hour to do honour to their Bishop! As the
braco it was procession passed the gate of the town, the
Thetwo Masser now proceed together, the!Clergy chanted the ** Veni Creator.”” The
Conseerator’s at the high aliar, and thie Bishop' Bishop in his vestrents, and wearing his mitte,
olest’s at his side chapel. I should tell you that' walked under a canopy, supported by the oldest
ever since the anointing of the head and hands! Priest in the diocese , a completa veseran, The
thé Bishop elect has worn a bandage round his' streets were prettly planted with jtxges, and the
forehead, and held his hands 10 3 seling, out of honses decurated with festoons and flags. At
reverence to the sacred substance of the Chrism ' all the Religious houses, the boly . inmates
yet adhering to his person. It has a most curis 'appeared at the windows to receive the Bishop’s

ous effect, and wonderfully beantiful. Bot now
that he is on the point of celebrating Mass, the
bandages are rémorved, the head and hands wash-
ed, and the hair combed—fine fun for the Protes-

bededict.on ; the children of the school were
drawu up fur a similar purpuse. Thus did we
tread the curiuus picturesque streets of that old
vy, ull we reached the Cathedral whesa wo

tants ¢ +found a guard of honour drawn up, wha saluted
After the Offertory, the consecrated Bishop |the Dishop snd cast at his feet their hanners to
comes from his alter and presents his Conseera-'receve his blewsing. As he entered the
107 with two lighted torches, two loaves of bread, Cathedral, the drums bLeat, gnd,&;ﬁmpet&_ sound-
and two barrels of wine, I am not able 1o explain : €3, mingling with the notes of the «+ Te Deum”
this ceremony ; 1 do not know whethor it bears|from within. 'The nave was hined with zoldiers,
on the Holy Eucharist, or is2 mere symbol of,as at royal receptions, Here one felt. that the
Episcopal hospitality. After the first prayer Church was i her propor plage; In the
before comwunton, the consecrated Bishop ap-{Cathedral the Bisbup was enthroned, ang aftesr-
proaches to the right of the Consecrator, and jwards at the palace.held a Jevee, atwhich Dr.
recerves the Pax.  And after the Cunsecrator hus | Wiseman antroduced us, and all the English re-
received the Holy Communion, ke communicates ,sidents, as his ** fluck.”

the consecrated Bishop under bothspeeies. The | Inthe evening the town was illumipated. All
Conseerator and Consecrated then conclude the ' the Bishops were outin open-carriages: to see
Mass at the same alter  Afier the Consecrator | the rejoscings aud give the.delighted - ople the
has piven the blessing to the people, he biesses ] encouragement of their pzesepce. Ip was s
the Mitre, and then imposesat with a prayer on bright mooalight night, 2nd thoss  besutiful
the head of the new Bishop. (Read that won- ' streets with their tall bouaes and paintedigables,

derfu! prayer!) e finally blesses the Episco-
pal Gloves, and puts them on the hinds of the
B.shop. ‘The Consecrstor then enthranes the
new Bishap in his own seat, and places the cro~
zier 1 his hand.  His own mitre isremnoved, as
if in token of tesizaing his honours, znd he
entongs the ¢“Te Deum.””  Whereupan the new
Bishop is led through the chureh by the Assies
tan: Bishops, giving s benediction 10 the peoe
ple as he passes. He retoras to his seat, which
he oceupies while the hywmn proseeds. The
scone at this moment was audescribably arand
and affecting. la the middle w3as the Bishop,
now invested with all the insignia of office ; s
breshern, even of higher rack withérawiog to do
him honour ; Biskops and Clergy forming a
semi-cirele of which he was the ceatral puint, all
oayes tarned towards him, and hearts (1 hope)
uplifted in prayer that the blessings of heaven
mipht descend 1n profusion upon his anointed
head.

When «he new Bishop retorned to the Palsce

and 1 am told thai he powmtively hugged husfatlier
and brother, who were waiing-to greet hm.
Tn-the evening wawere at 1 dinner given by
the Bishop in tho Seminary ; a very grand affair.
Healths were proposed and drank at its fermis
‘nation with speechts 1o very good taste.  Tirat
-of cobrse Gaiie the Pofe, which was- responded
to by-the Nuner, who. gavn tho ™ King.ead
Queen.”* “Theh followed the @ Cilsil Snd Mili-
T tery Governiors,” and’ ther® Bisnops, National
a0d foreign.” to which tho Archbishops of N4.
lines  2ad Patisreplicd, tho jatier wath orident
gratbrical power. Onetlusg i hked partieiare

ly—thatanstcad-of tho firosome Interchabge nof
uasmeaning compliments-which chiaracwansia ont

>

ho received Wwe principle Clergy with embraces, |

;were scen to pecultar advantage under the
"blended light of the moon and-the illumipations,
Imveahng at sntervals tha most -picluresque
.masses of architecture, -and throwing ‘dut the
colours of the festons. between wisdow and
‘wmdow, and the flags which- poinjed- at one
aauther from opposite sides, And ipthedistance
was the stawely tower of the ¢ Halle,” illumi-
_nated 1n parig, 0 38 3t quee to break, anddefine,
as choraus height.  And-gaziogyon:this almost
\ gaury scene, one could say, ** Adlb this.is the
‘world's homage to sho GhurchJ* <~ 7
. 1 have left no room to tell-yon:of odrixip to
; Antwerp , tius ahall form.tha subjectof .another
»nd much shorter Jetter.—Yours, &e., &c.
‘ FO.
v ancan T RN A
SALEOF A WIFE., .
A young mnn named.Freemap, . having resot-
ved to withdraw humself from tho.Edya.of wed-
lock, brought his wife to Mansficld mazket, and
speedly disposed of lus ¢ aogel Jove,” halter
included, for the astoundiagosum oftla §d. - The
purchascr dispoaed of the halier-for-3y%and thus
eventually obtained the precioys, allot;gss for Is
3d.  After the sale Freeman™ démanded, of the
wotan the wcdding-ﬁng hé -sappnet’ her 10
have ontter finger, ‘The wily - worgay” having
surimiscd thay auch g circomatanea: snghtiprobably
occar, had provided herself with o penny brass
ting, which she preserted to hum insjead., of che
gold one, 2nd which the miblashing®sticsman,
with much apparéns complacensy deposited
carcfully 1n his pocket.  Nawure having Jofused
0o largo amouat of bashfuincss snto.thea com.
position there was no difidence displayed.:np
cither side, nor wrerg tho partics.jn the lrast.dis-
copperted by the laughs aod jeers, of the crovid
of jdlurs that witucesed Whe noyel spegtacig.—
Noltingkem Review.

«{The. Bible scews rauch w\an,lcgl.i‘n tha
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