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TEE BINDOO 31ARRIAGE ATRO-
CITIES.

The recont tolegram announoing Lord
Duffcrizi's ducision regarding Hindoo 'wid-
.ow-marriage (says a Timnes correspondent),
receives cmaphasis froin thse outbures of
fasnatical hoetility whicis are agitating
Northerui Indié: During tise puet nionth
tse Britieh Magittrates of No.rtlsern India
have paseed maany an anxious niglit patrol-
ling the citiee or sitting for hioure on herse-
back ut crase-roade whIere tise proceesions
of thse rival religione might poesibly iseet,
Thero are over tivent-y millions of widows
in India, a-id two millions of tlsem belong
Wa castes who practice child-snareriago and

'insiet on the celibacy "of tlseir %%idovs.
Theee cgstome are net enforced with equal
rigor in ail parte of India, nor aîniosg ail
the castes who follow thsen. But, broadly
speaking, there are about two million In-
dian ivonien of good famuly, or more than
the ivhole female population of Scotland,
who are condemned to a life of penance or
of shame.

1110H CASTE MATRMÂOES.

Thsis, liowever, is a very miid staternent
of thse case, For it muet be remnemhered
that the cruelty of cnforccd widoivhood lu
India is aggravatcd by the circumetances
that a vasb nuinher of widows have oniy
been ivives in naine. 'In Bengal 271 Hin-
doo girls eut cf every thousand between
the ages of five and ten are marnied, and
no fewer than 466ý are returned as nsarried
between tise ages cf tein and féÛrteon.
This applies te thc general Rindoo popu-
lation. But among tise higher castes, who
enforce the celibacy of their widows, tise
proportion le ninci higher. Practicaily
every Hindea girl cf good caste ie eitlic a
ivife or a widow belaie ehe reavçhes the àge,
of fourteen. In thousandg, iiideçcý in iu .sn-
drede -of thomeands cf casoB the child 'bas
neyer knewiiwhat it iste be awife. The
rneet orthodox idea le that a girl should ho
.given iin arriage before the sense of nat-
isral medesty arises. For canonical pur-
,poses this was taken te, be ber eighth year.
Thse marriage le net coneumated tili se
.reaches tihe age of about twelve ; and mean-
while, if the hisuband. dies,. abe la con-
,desuned te alite of penitentiai celibacy.

THE M&AMSIÂOE TRADB.

kI le essential for thse honorý of the Bim-
doo family of good caste that it should con-.
Wnb no umnarried daugister of maturè

7caru. The existence of such a daughter
Ii not only a social di8grace, but a roligioufs
crime. When, therefore, a female infant
is bain, the firet idea in hier fathor's inid
ie not one of plessure, nor perhaps of very
active regret, but siniply how to find a hus-
band for her. It is flot neceeeary tlmt she
ehould become a wife in our sense of the
word. It aufices that she should be given
in niarriage and go through tho ceremnony
of thse Seven Stops, which conmpletes the
religious rite. Aged Brahmnane of« good
famuily etili go about thse country, marrying
for a pecuniary conuideration, fznale in-
fante whom thoy sonietimes neyer se
again. Within the memory of. mon etili
living this abointable pftetice was a flour-
iehuii<v tirade. A Kulin Brahisan, perisaps
%v1îte.lîaired, half-blind, and decrepit,

..,went the round of his boat each Spring
'oing tlîrough tise cereinony of niarriage
with Eucli feinale infants as were offered,
and pc cke,Âng hie foo, and perhape nev'er
returned to thie child's bouse. Su lriig as
ho lived eue should marry no otlse' nian ;
when .he died she became a iwidow for life.

THE HOIUS 0F WIDOWIIOOD.

The' Rindeoo cbild-widow je looked ur.on
as a thing apart and accuraed, beari-ag the
penalty in thie world for sis which euee
has committed in a past existence. Rer
bair je cut ehort, or lier head ie shavtsd al-
together; ehe exehanges ber pretty child-
ieh clothes for tise widlow's couse and often
squalid gainent; isho ie forbidcien to take
part in any village festival or family gath-
ering; the very sight of her le regarded ae
an iii omen. Eler natural *woman's in-
instincts are starved into inanition by con-
stant faste, eometimee prolonged to eeventy
t. -o hours. Amid the genial 6.-.d brigua-
calor 'ed lifo of the Hindoo faslsily çhe flite
about disarrayed, silent, uihun.ned, disfig-
ured-în eom e parte of india a hidleouely
hald object-frbidden ail joy and all hope.
There are hundrede of thousande of widowa
iii india who have acquiesced in their cruel
lot. They accept with a pathetie faith and
resignation the.prieetly explanation, which
isgiven to them. They penitcrt]y believe
that they are expiating aine comanitted ini
a pat lifé, and .tlsey humb]y trust that
their purifying eorrows bore vwill win a re-
ward in the ILfe to comne, but aniong ]arg0
rusasses of human beinge the promptinIZa of
nature act pretty nuinl the saie way in
Thàdia as ini nediivai Europe. En.forced
oclibucyýleads to secret vice. The canker


