
THE MINING RECORI.

RIeferring first tu the platnt Mr. jones declared that
it was substatitial, well wuilt and would. when hie nîew
improvemilents cottemplated were coiileted, certainly
be as good as an plant to be found in thle United
States.. The sinielter was shut dowt for the present
pîetding alterations. It lad slipped last iioitih its
lirst coisiginmenit of spelter, consistiîig of about 46
tons, % hiichl wenlt to Jontreal. lieside this Iliere htad
been mîamufaeturedi about two tons wlich lad beci
sent away. principally as sanples. There were still in
the smnelter bins about (oo tots of ore purcase iii-
der the old management of the concert. 'ie ore
smîelted lad aiounîîted to between 125 and 150 tots.
This ore liad been procired froi various mines, the
Grey Copper, Jackson, Rutli and Payne, in the Slocan,
and a iew property iear Golden. Nortleast Kootenav.

'Tlhe trouble with the plant as at· first designed\ was
witi the roasters. These were of hie Merton type and
were found iîuisatisfactory. lit fact, tley were entirelv
unable to keep up lthe supply of ore and Iin coisequelice
of this a shut down had been forced. It was now
detcriineled to put in a straight-line roaster, probab!y
cithet a Jacklin or a flrownî, which weme munci of tho
saime type. \Vhen the type lad beeti settled ipoi to
recomIetd to the directorate the recommiiiendation
would be forwarded to Paris and there acted upon.
In the miieantime a force of mien was working at the
sielter gettinîg out brick for hIle furnaces. \Vitl the
installation of the new roasters. lie lad no anticipation
of further trouble, but, on the otier lanîd. expected to
bc able to sielIt nuch more clieaply than tIe cost of
the first run.

Referring to hie general aspect of the zinc business.
with especial reference to a zinc bounty, Mr. Joies
said:

"I do lot tlink there is any part of the mining in-
dustry wiicih more deserves ielp tian docs zinc min-
ing and reduction. Wlien I first came into the country
iiaiv of the Slocan mines laving mills were letting
the zinc tailings go to waste down Ile streans. Under
my carnest representations this customîl ceased, and the
mills have since iostly followed the cxaiple afforded
tliem by the Slocanî Star, and are saving tlcir zinc and
storing it for a market. The Slocanî Star, withîin five
months of altering its mill, sold its zinc savings for
$25.000. a sumtîî verV well wortl laving. Owing to
litigation this minîe 'is not now runinig ils mill and
in consequence a similar output is not being iîain-
tainied.

''here is no doubt tliat therc is pleilty of ziic in
Ilie country. Many a iead mine owner will tell vot
tiat lie lias four tons of zinc to onie ton of Icad ore.
'lie question is to get a market for it. hie situation
is critical. Tiere is a consuminption in Canada of about
2,000 tons per aninni, japan needs fromi> 3,500 to
4,0oo tons yearlv, and Chinla about lialf as nîmcli. As
to lte market in the United States, fron tiat Cana-
dians are entirely excludcd, as it is perfectly protected
by the import diuty. 1-lence, althouglh it is the Iighest
Market in the wurld, we calnnot get access tu it becauise
of that dtuty. Now. the Frank siielter, as renovated,
will be ablc to handle about 30 to 4o tots of zinc ore
daily, fron which will be obtained about io to 15 tons

of spelter, averaging 12 tons probably uîpon the pres-
ent basis. 'fhis tmteanîs a productioni of about 4,000
tots a vear. or twice the re(uireiiietits of the present
Cainadian market. huit were we bouuntv-fostered we
could tlieil enter upon the markets of thîe Orient anid
coipete sticcssfully v with Ihe United States and prob-
ablv lie ah!e to iiarket the whole of Our product.

"llut the first thing is to get the control of our on':
market. just nîow thait market is in the iaids of lhe
United States. 'lie biggest contisuner of spelter in
Catada is a firm nîcar luITalo, just on the Canadiain
side of the border. It is a mantiufacturer of galvanized
iron, a manufacture into wiicli spelter enters largely.
''liere is io duty 011 spelter coiiing in froi the Unîited
States. In coisequetice tlis firi gets all its spelter
frot the United States. 'Tlie point of supply is nearer
tliati British Cohimbia and the freiglt is mîîucli less.
If there were a duty upon spelter, then Frank coul(
comiipetc. As it is it cannot, so Ile United States lias a
puill uîpon Canada in two ways ; it keeps its own mîarket
frec from Canadiati spelter and at the satie timte pours
upon our uiprotected market Aierican spelter. Aiy
spelter Iltat does enter the States docs so as zinc ore
and is purchased by zinc siielters, made into spclter
and then possibly used to stpply the Canîadian iar-
ket, while at hie saie timue this miiethod of action
operates not only against the Canladian sielter by
cutting in upon both its supplies and its market, but
at the same time iiilitates agaiinst the zinc mine ownier,
as lie is absolutely at the iiiercy of the United States
sielters, whiclh imay take his ore at one tiiie and
reject it at another. Under sucli conditions no sanle
iati wants to invest lis capital in zine properties.

"Tien there is another tliiiig in coincction with
this bulying fron tle United States. Every now and
again wlien the United States stnclters are short of
ore, thev vire to thcir buvers here to buîv short. That
is to say, they are wil!inîg to give a price for zinc
iigher than the real market value in order to prevent

their stocks beiiig depleted. This cuts off our supply.
For the zinc mine owner will natturally say that lhe is
getting, sav, $t.a ton better price fron tlie United
States than thie local plant is willing, or able to afford,
to give. Hence lie ships to tIe United States, and thli
regularity of our supply is trenched uîpon, and wiith-
out the assurance of a regular supply nuo zinc, or any
otlier smîe!ter, can bie ri economiically, whici imeans
profitably.

"-ow% wouild I recommend a bounty to be givez?"
replied Mr. Joies to a query; "\Vll, that is lardly
mliv business, secing tliat altiougli born an English-
mati, I an ai Anerican citizen and have nlo riglt to
biutt into the manaîmagement of yotur affairs. But fron
a business point of.view I would like to say tliat in
myw idea Ile bounity should bc so adjusted as to pre-
vent citlier smnelter or miner getting an uîndue advan-
tage the one over the other. I don't think it uîmch
mîatters liow the bouity is given as long as it is pro-
vided that it shall lot bc given if the zinc is not
smuelted in Canada. If given directly to the mine thtat
ml1inte wiould see it n old lose mure in bounity by sellinîg
its product to the United States than it vould gain
fron tiat couitry b) takiig its advanced price over


