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HOW, MIIEN, WVHERE, AND WHY WE GOT
OUR BIBLE.

'1' SL(Oi Ilippel's tat :î -'tory hlowever
Swonderful i.- helieved by cveryhIody-, aitd

Q~~Jtilt Bible is nio exception tu the rule.
~7J'~)~Manv mii at ail timeis have declared titt

tlîey did flot helicve that the books of the
New Iesîaîneit were written liy the miets whose ninte
the%- be.îr, or that tlîey were written ai the tie wve say.
*lheir igîtorance lias led thein to doubt these things. and
tliir cloubis have led tliumtu 10continlue ii igno>rance.
Few thnswork :tncl cruel havoc In otir iminds as
douht. Sainit Jaessys - lie that %waveretli is like a

Seof the sen driven with the wind and tossed. Y'
wavc tu dotl a. indced -wazvcrc/h utidlwv conte

iroin the sain rmot, anid the idea li Cadi is the sie
Now let uis fir>t -,e wlîat these nmen saiy ; -- he meni
who. iii trviîig- tu tell us wilen and hy wîoin tlie New
T1esamnit lias iîeeii written, are likec waves tossed about
witlî the wiîîd, rolingi anîd hreakiiintom spray, anîd
neyer iii the sinie position mlore titan a montent.

Tlîey arc inost bitter ap~iîîst tue stories writteii bw St.
Mattltew. St. Mark, St. Lukec and St. john. Tlîcy sa%

that lthe G;ospels couid iiot have becît written duîring the
second haîif of the fI"r.t ceîiîurv. as wu believe, or tiiitil
loti-, :fte:r'vards, hecause tit in omiter books written iim*
lîteiaitelv aftcr te <las of tlie Apostles sio mtenti:on is
miîîe oi tîteiti. If jéesus lind been àuch a wonderfui

lisait, surely the story of ail1 lie ha.d( said and (Jolie Wouild
have bccen so rcnîark-ablc that ail lte uther books of the

tsite woîild have mnade soie refèreîîee to t.
!.:ve juiiz said that WC believe the Gospels tu> a11.e

heenl wlàiten it te firsi, cnîury. A cenitury is 011e
liusidrc vears, itd the fies! «n/un'ri neans tlîc Iir>t
hîtindred vears afier wc' lieggiî to couint. 'uWe hggin t
i'ountlitel vears fronit te lime Clirist va!. borns, andc
tierefore the tirst ceuttury nieans the lirst iîtîidred vears
afiter that imiportant eveuît. Now, iliec d,/e', or

.i'*l7'cr»«<'rs. say tîtat aîtîon ail the i>ooks tuat were
wvritieii uluriîî" th't nt iiuii(re(l îln, hrci ot one
whi'i ialzes any reference tu tîte New 'Ic.stiaînît
wvritisngs. anid thai tlierefore it is tsîos ht tltey

'oîdlîa.1e iet iii existence theli.
If. it wvorks c(>ii>ose(I a i the enîd of the firât or tite

lîeWiniiit of the >ccoîtd tcclurv. nu0 mtention ks mitie of
the ;sei.thit otîr faitit iii tîteir (late ks nncît staken.iIf î' iis le tue case, tite fact wvotuil give lis si 0 proof tîtar

tlîev dlid exNisi tiîen lut at lthe saille linme. it woîild rot
.'ive us- lîroof tlî:î liey did îlot exisît, wvhich ks a verv
different uiiing. ilwvr instead ofit hiiî.v truc tits
thecre is nu0 mientiont miade, WC have alutîndant itroof tit
there 'vas anid îiot oîlv so, bîîî that direct <lîoîatîoîts
front Ilte very laiî'4îiaie 'verc madle, and1( ilalit e Gospîels
tîtenîselvesi were îrcatedl witiî the inost jrofcuîîd rcsîî1ect
and rcverenice. Tiiese ;îruofs arc to be founid îlot only
allîong te wrîlings of nîcît who loved tlle Gospels. bîit
aiîîong ilîose who lilîed ilîcîîî î lot oniv aîîîoîtg fricnds
of dte New Story aîî< of tîte lliauîifîîl Lifé 'vhich tlic

NiorV bold, i>tt aiso, aîtîoîti ils eîetis- itc eiî wito
nuliglit lîav becît but too glad to, dcstroy it forever.

GOOD MORROW, VALENTINE.

liv SWEETiIEARi'.

KINI1) of second Clîristîîîas it is-an echo
of tue hlapply fcast, aîîd an ccho iliat it is
wcll to cerisli aîd îîîainîain. W~e sltould

19Il s. î Baeîiîe. ut we lîad better
îîot ail exIieci omie. 'l'lie surprise wçîll li

aIl tite sweeter, aîîd tîte disappoiîtîtîcnt wvill be ligliter.
'l'lie Silo]) winidows arc gay %vitlî long rows of pret-

tiil' eoloured ctiiids, anes dreitîs, weddings, le'îrts
tra.;ishxed witlt cupid's dan, and swcetly-lioneyed verses.
'l'lie tables iîîsidc are sprend over witit daiiîtv aristo-
eratie omies, aîîd tite postîîîcî go round with hecavily.
laden bags, carrying frot door to donsr tlîe messages of
love. Soitietinties.asiit>s a ý,.lîîtdred thousand of a day.

It as îlot always ithus. 'l'le yoting peole used to
congregate iii tite village greenl. Eaclî wrote Itis anid
lier inaine oit a slip of palier. Soiiietiniies a feigiîed
mille %vas given. 'l'lie intes Were aIl slîakeîî toge-
Iller. wliviî lthe iaidcis drew, as a lot, frontt te vouîîg
îîîeîînitil anld the voulug îîteî fronî tue îîîaîdeîs'.
Thie yotiig itaideit whîose tnine (-aie to Robiit's lot,

'«as Ro~usValline, Or comîpatîlof, nîld '«he î.h
cîttire p:îrty %vas scelected, aIl %vent off t0 tue coîîféc-
tioner's t0 iîtdulge iii treat> of -sweets. Robint wore
lus valeîîtiites mnte f'or davs iîex\t Itis liart, antd Itis
valeîîtine wore itis tiext liers, antd soînetiîîîes, iiîdccd,
il liapplled tIlat titcy becaite valeittiites for life.

Titei as 1t0W, iîi<ividual taste camne iîîto play.
Naines were writteîi ii bisse anîd gold. Mottoes witlî
lîoîîcycd sentimîents werc attaciîed. Swains beeanie
poctic over tite pîerfectionîs, rmal or intagiîîed, of tîteir
valentiites .and sointîeiîîes extravagant lîrescîlîs anîd
jewels werc cncloscd. 'l'ie idea of tîte treat or lire-
senît camle iii course of tinteC to he ait obîligation,anîd
ntany curionus ways werc adopted iii oldeit days t0 get
relief frot thîs obligationî.

Eveit afîcr titis obligatioîî ias paid, lîowcver, the
citoice of a vientiîte îîersisted iii associatiîtg iîself witl
a futurc eddî As, te custounis of tîte day chîantged,
titis idea did îîoî. It %vas the day wlîcn the littlc birds

cectdtlîeir iates. 'l'lere wvas soiltetiiîii" roltîalitic
uts tue day-uti tîte air. Belles got bay leaves and
piniîe< ttei t tliir piliows. If htappy îlreaitis cimte
t<> tiiu, Ille ver>' first yotiî tiat caille aeross tieir
paîlu iiext day wvas In lie îiîeir vaieîîtiiîe for life. Slv
youiîg, iîîaideîts thoughit tu Snake it sure b>y hoiliîîg ait

gLgg ]lard. 'Te: vok "'as takcii o111 antd ils place lillcd
,witlî sait. 'T'he eg, ias tlîcî caîcît wititî eai,

aid ivi is stili mtore wonderful, "'ititott driiking.
if tite or(leal "'as patieîîtlv eitdured, the v'aleîttine wvas
nctired(.
'Il'lie iîtosi curious 1 ha.rt of tite oliservaiîcc of the day

is, tuat sainît X'a!eiîîiîîc ltiîitself liad notiig lg) (Io witiî
teu day associaîcd 'vitît ls itaîtie.

is onue oi the tw~o iontlts acîdel to tlîc Roiînî Cal-
en(lar 'lîcîî the vear "'as mtade In have t"'clve, Jaîîuarv
beitg tce otîter oîîc. 'lThe naine coîties froîîî J'?hrr,

10ptrify. doîihîless reierriîtg ltu te religious expiation
anîd pîurificationi tuai took place niiiong tue Ronians
at te hcgiîniîtng of titis nînuî.

Is is a ucil abused itiontit, a sort of step.ha)irn in
lthe year, witli lcss titan ils share of days, anîd a. kind
of w.tste.askct for aIl1 thc odd days thiat corne along.
W'ly coîîld îlot te sitmnlis titt cdainm ît:rty.onc go

slîarcs witit joor Fcbruary!


