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it ure also the customs and inland re-
venue offices.

To the north-of the C. P. R. track
an! some distance from town s a
Jarge brick - bullding, where some 3120
persons, suftering from Incurable dls-
eases, are given a home by the gov-
erments  Although this was enlarged
by half about four years ago it Is still
inadequate to the demands. It is heat
ed with steam, has baths, and othar
muiern conveniénces, There §s also a
conservatory and the garden and
grounds surrounding the “Home,”
which are cared for under the direc-
tions of Mr. Young, the superinten-
dent, are acknowledged to Le the fin-
est In the vicinlty.

A year 280 last August the Portage
1a P'ralrie general hoapital was started
by a committee of ladies to whom the
municipality donated the old court
house to be used for this purpode. An
appropriation of §1,000, recelved from
the local government 1ast year, was
spent {n repalrs to the bullding, in-
cluding & stone foundation. There
are 18 beds and bther furnishings and
equipment necessary for hospltal use
and five nurses are employed. This
hospital has been of great service to
the surrounding districts, and much
credit, 18 due: to the ladles and those
who asslsted them for the way in
which it has been conducted.

Portage la Frairle s well supplied
with churches. The Presbyterian
church was bullt In 1898 at a cost of
about $23,000. 1t is a brick bullding
on stone foundation and has a seating
capacity for about 800. In connection
with the Baptist church there is a
library containing about 1,000 books
and a reading room kept open every
week night to the general public. The
Eplscopal church, a solld stone build-
Ing, was erected in 1501, It Is a small
church, geating only about 260 deople,
The Methodlst church was built about
twelve years ago. It i a brick build-
ing with seating accommodation for
about 900 and the turnishings Include
2 good pipe organ. The Disciples ant
Roman Catholics ealso have smail
churches.

The Women's Forelgn Misslonary
soclety of the Presbyterian church es-
tablished at this point an Indian
school In which thirty to thirty-five
Indian children are kept. These child-
ren receive the same instruction as
that glven in the public schools. The
glrls are taught, in addltion, sewing
and house-keeping and thus fitted to
earn their own living, while the boys
are sent, when old enough, to the Re-
gina Industrial school to be taught
some trade. .

There are four public achools here
employlng nineteen teachers. The east
and west ward schools are new solid
brick bulldings, and llke the other
schools, have all the modern conveni-
ences avallable.

The building operatfons last year
were confined princlpally to the resi-
dences, several new ones being erect-
ed and additions added to others. Geo.
Murton's brick block was the only new
business premlises erected, still there
are signs. éach year of continued
growth and quite a number of new
buildings are on the list to be erected
this year. The local government are
bullding a bridge across the Assini-
bolne river about two and a half miles
east of the town. This is to be finish-
ed by spring'and it is expected that it
will be the means of bringing consid-
erable more trade from the district on
the ather slde of the river.

The board of trade was reorganized
2 year ago and is now in a flourishing
condition. A. H. Dickens I8 the presi
dent, and H. W. B. Douglas the secre-
tarystreasurer. The merchants report
that rollections and business in general
have been very fair, considering ihe
poor crops last season a&and this fact
may be taken as a good- indicatlon of
the standing of the farmers in the dis-
trict  This town has always been onc
of the leading centres of the west and
it is becoming each year better and
more wldely' Xnown to the outside
business world.

The detailed estimates of expend!-
ture for the province of Manitoba for
the year ending Dec. 31, 1001, were

. brouzht down by the provincial treas-
. urer this weck, and amount to $1,241,-
- O as compared with $1,284,630 the
. amount of Jast year's estimates, a deo-

crease of $42,018. The estimated re-
venue for this year is $1,261,087, as

- Wgainst {994,547 estimatad for 1900,

: The artual
» $1,085.405

receipts  for 19000 were
1 and the actual expenditure,
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THE COMMERCIAL ,

Develeping Northwestern
Ontarfo.,

Geo, E. Drummond, who represented
the Montreal Board of Trade mt the
Clergue banquet, at Sault Ste, Marte,
recent'v, speaks 1n the moet enthusias-
tic terms of the guest and his various
enterprisecs.
with the Montreal Gazette, that the
demonstration was a worthy tribute to
2 man ‘who has done more to inspire
confidence in Canada with regard to
her natural resources than any cap-
tain of industry the Dominlon has
ever seen. The banquet, he adds, was
thoroughly representative, belng at-
tended by legislators from Ottawa and
Toronto. ‘The 250 guests represented
representative men both from Canada
and the United States. Mr. Drum-
mond sald that Mr, Cleigue dellvered
a practical speech, which embraced a
Teview of the several enterprises in
the vicinity of the “S800,” such as pulp
mills, chemical works, copper and
nickel ore products, the operating of

He says in an interview:

JOntarlo iron Industry.

.

gremt project of developing new and
greater Ontarlo.

The hematite ore, Mr. Drummond
explalned, from the Helen mine, and
owned by Mr. Clergue and his assocl-
ates, 18 now belng used anlmost ex-
clusively at the Canada lron Furnace
company’s works, at Midland, Ont,
and the recent test made of the pro-
duct of the ore shows that in point
of strength it excells the very best
makes of American coke lron by fully
25 oper cent. On the opening of navl-
gation & large quantity of ore f{rom
the Helen mine will find its way to
the American market. Thls, in fact,
will be reversing the order of ‘things
which has existed up to now in the
This has been
made posstble by the energetic and
systematic  work carrled on around
the “Soo" by Mr. Clergue and his
company. It 18  most worthy
ot remark, Mr. Drummond iwent on
to say, that all this work of develop-
ment and the building of rallways and
terminals, as well as establishing
steamship lines to carry the ore to
Midiand, Cleveland, Hamilton and
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converters and eventually find its way
‘to the higher type of steel rails, struc-
tural steel, boller plates, ete. ‘The
visitors could not but notlee the super.
for class of ‘equiptnent on the Algoma
Central, the! ralls belng the standard
80 pounds and the locomotives and
rolling stock of the largest and most
modern kind. e adds that o remark-
able feature of the roud Is the fact that
it has been bullt on share capital and
without a dollar of debt. Besides the
$18,000,000 of canital which will soon
have been cxpended, large sums are
also belng spent In  developing the
great water power on the American
slde of the “Soo,” and when all this is
done there will be 110,000 horse-power,
3,000 on the Canadlan shore and H0,»
000 on the American. Aill the {ndus.
trial works are located on the Canad-
fan side for all the pulp and mineral
products are drawn from the side of
the Dominlon. There are at present
3,000 men on Mr. Clergue's pay roll,
and this number Wit be increased to
8,000 and over. When all the enter-
prises are completed the amount dis-
tributed daily to the builders and op-

J. & E. Brown Block, Portage 1a Prairie

humatite mines and the bullding of
rajlways to bring the raw material to
the Sault, and also to the shipping
‘harbors of Lake Superior. Mr. Francis
Hector Clergue's companies have al-
ready expended, Mr., Drummond says,
no less than §9,000,000 on the Canadian
slde ’ot the “Soo.'i' and the 'Jnvnetllusg
evelopment now in  Drogress wol
indicate that $0,000,000 more will yet
be spent. When this enterprising
gentleman came to Sault Ste. Marle,
six years ago, that place had a popu-
lation of 2,500, since increased to
7,000 end by August next, avhen the
new dron furnaces, steel plant, Tall
mills, etc., will have been complated,
the population of the Cahadlan ‘Soo”
will not fall short of 10,000 souls, In
the mean time, Mr. Clergue has es-
tablished emigration bureaus in Great
Britain, Sweden and Norway, which
he belleves will be {nstrumental {n at-
tracting a large number of valuable
settlers to the Miohipicoten district,
in which the iron mines and a con-
siderable area of pulp lands, are lo-
cated.

Mr. Drummond states that this vast
geries of industries has been a won-
derful impetus to. the manufacturing
enterprises of Ontarlo, as Mr. Clergue

Jnvariably gives_ 'the preference ¢to
‘goods of Canadlan manufacture. It

may be stated In fact, that Montreal,
Toronto,. Hamllton,, Dundas, Galt,
London, and other towns have long
since begun to feel the effect of this

other points, has been wmade possihle
without the issue of a hond and what
s still more remarkable, without ask-
ing a dollar from Canada. The capi-
tal behind these vast enterprises Is
largely from 2hiladelphla, and Mr.
Clergue, one of the large sharehold-
ers, has supreme and undisputed
charge ot the operations.

The company's pulp mills, which are
the largest in the world, are running
night and day. and have been from
the start and, in fact, they can hardly
keep pace with thelr orders, which
pour in.from Europe and abroad gen-
erally. These mills enjoy the im-
mense, advantage with regard to the
manufacture of pulp, as they possess
the sole right to make dry pulp un-
der a certaln Invention of Mr.
Clergue’s. This, of course, saves a
great deal in  freight, as against the
shipment of wet pulp in the ordinary
way.

The visitors had the opportunity the
day after the banquet of taking a
trlp over the mew Algoma Central
rallway, which runs through a vast
expanse of hardwood forest, from
which 24-inch square timber is belng
shipped_!n large quantitles. This is
used for varlous purposes, the poorer
quality finding its way into th2 manu-
facture of charcoal to supply fuel.to
the blast furnaces about being built
at ‘Sault Ste, Marle, and which later

on will supply the company's steel:

Y

cratives of these works at Sault Ste.
Marie will not fall short of $10,000.

Mr. Drummond sayr that a visit to
the *Soo’ will convince any one that
no greuter development is at present
taking place in Canada than these
coloszal works in New Ontarlo, and
that almost the sole credit Is due to F.
H.Clergue. Here Is another evidence
of the rapid strides which the locality
has taken of late. In 1805 the passen-
gor receipts at the C P. R station in
Sault Ste. Marle reached $15,000. They
reached 331,000 in 1. The treight re-
ceipts for INI) at the same place were
$25,000.  They increased to $142,000 in
190¢ In fact, as a result of these
works the sum of $1,000,000 was spent
In Ontario alone for farm products and
manufactured material, besides a
gandsome sum in the province of Que-

ec.

*1 returned from Sault Ste. Marie,”
concluded Mr. Drummond, “with a re-
newed confldence in the resources of
our Dominlon, and with a feeling of
deep gratitude to F. H. Clergue, a man
weo all should honor.”

Promier Haultaln, of the Northwest
Territories, was in Winnipeg this week
and whhte here stated that steps are
shortly to be taken with a view to
having the Northwest Territories
created & sepamate province with all
tthe rights and prevogatives mow en-
joyed by other provinoces.




