Ao Vet e e

THE (

The winding Bow River is followed closely at times
then scemingly left fuor goud, then a return is made
through rolling gteen knolls and brush-coverced gorges
alternately, onward the course leads, the peaks of the
Ruuki«,s growing plainer and plainer, until tinally the

rain ])llllb up .tt, Calgary, the sccond city of the Cana-
(ll.m Northwest.

CALGARY,

Although a trading post oxisted at this point away
back i the sixiies, it was nct antil near the cluse of
1883, when construction on the C. I R. was nearing
the place, that anything like a town began, aud then it
was located on the opposite side of the EElbow river from
where the city now lies. A year later whea the rail-
way depot was located there was a general movement
actuss the river, and the present aite began to fill up
rapidly with business and other buildings

The site of Calgary is a beautiful Alld at the same
time a sheltered one. It is built upon a natural
amphitheatre scooped out by centuries of the floy of
tlic Bow and Elbow rivers, which juin waters close to
the city. Around this natural amphitheatre are rang
ed pallisade-like bluffs, behind which rise green hills
and away beyond these peer up the angular points and
snuwy caps of the Rocky mountains. Lying in this
natural basin, no one at first sight could imuginc that
the town site stood at such an altitude. Tae light
dryness of the atmosphere however, and its invigorag
ing feeling will in a few days convinee the traveller
tlmt he is Some hughr,abovc the sea level.

The city of Calgary is the most populous, and at the
same time the best business point between Winnipeg
and the coast It has not much of a farmers market
as the country avound is mainly taken up in ranching.
The growth of the city, and the demands from the
nountain country W cat\\.ud almost do anway with any
neeessity for grain expurting to the cast, the Local de
mand being almu;t cqual to the supply. qnll there are
hundreds of thousands of acres of fine farming lands
around the distriet on which the agriculturalist Wil in
time in a great measure supplant thc rancher. The city is
commereially the key to the whole mountain country,
aund furnishes supplles as far west as the second croyss-
ing of the Coulumbia river. The counsiruction of the
(,-ll"‘ wy and Alberta railway south ty Fort McLeod and
nurtln to Edmontun has also opened up quite a jobbing
field fur the leading merchants. Although the city
has unly a little over 5,000 of & poupulation its annual
mumumlu turn over must be cyual to that of naay
cities nearly double its size. Unquestionably  there-
fure Calgary isa live business point, and erc many
years pass, it must become a busy jobbing cen-
tre. At present the eity has over two hundred busi
uiess places of every class, and about a scurce of the
lcading mercantile concerns do more or less of a job-
bing business.

THE MANITOBA LAKE DISTRICT.

LEFORE leaving the praurie country it is ue

cessary tu go back to pich up a drup stitch as

.the ladics might say, and the stitch to be

taken up will prove the beginning of a very

ateresting seam, as it will be the fullowing up of the
«cvelopment of the rich fisheries of Manitoba.

To follow this seam we shall leave the Manitola

« ipital and go north twenty-two miles to the lake port

COMMERCIAL—PANORAMIC SUPPLIEMENT.

town of Lake Winnipeg, Selkirk, This town is but
little heard of wmong the glowing accounts someties
published about the agricultural wealth of the prairie
provincee, but it is one of the most solid, if not one of
the large towns of Manitoba, [t has a population at
present of about 1,100, and is steadily adding to this
number. It is without doubt the greatest fishing point

An all the praivic country of the vi lst Northwest, and is

the source of supplies for all the Lake Winnipeg fish-
ing and lumbering ovperations.  The town itsell 15 vne
of the luveliest lucations in Canada,  Lying as it dous
wong the west bank of the Red river, where that river
widens vut tu an average of over 1,000 feet in width,
befure it seehs its way through the various ehaune's of
the Delta to the great lake beyond. A view of the town
in a bird's-eye shape it is impussible tu sceure as the
buldh of its buildings arc nidden fiom distant view by

thie tall vaks, ehius and puplats which grow in such
lusuriance alung the river bank, and stretehing for a

mile e two inland giving to the surroandings of the
town an English park-like appearance.

Nestlivg amid  these forest giants, and  peering
through their foliage lies this town of 1,100 people
with over tifty places of business, many of which are
included winong the largest industrial concerus of the
Provinee.  But tu cummence with the most cluscly
built thuroughfares, the traveller will find  there about
a seore of stures conneeted with the various lines of
trade, and sume curying heavy stuchs of goulds and
duing a volume of business  which would astonish svine
of the merchants in larger citics.  Another puint worthy
of notice is the neat and commodious hotels, where the
traveller can put up. Most prominent among these is
the Canada Pacific House, to which a large new
addition has been made during the past year while the
uld part has been all overbauled and refurnished.  In
this hous¢ forty guests can tind accvmudation and com-
forts such as are seldom foand in a town of dvuble the
size.  The Lisgar Iluuse is anuther well managed
tavern with but little less accomodation and with equal
comforts. There are several other minor houses any
of which would be considered  goud hotels in a town of
1,500 people.

First in the industrial affairs of Selkirk stands the
lumber trade.  There are two firms engaged in this
business, and cach on guite an extensive seale. Mossrs,
Robinsun & Cu.,, bhave two saw mills at wurk out un
the lake, and have their lumber yards in town.  Their
Lusiness alone, if we include the fishing operations, in
which they  are largely interosted, furnishes cmploy -
ment for ucatly 200 hundred hands. Hooper & Co.
have a planing mill in the town, and a saw mill on the
lake, and their business empluys nearly 100 liands.
Mitchell & Co. are now building a saw mill near to the
town, and their business is but lmk short of their cum-
petitors in wmagnitade.  Thus the lumber industry of
the district l.us the foundation tor a live and populous
little towm,-without caleulating upon other influences
contributing to Seclkirk’s commercial and indastrial
importance.

Although this lumber industry mounts up to a cut of
over 20, UUU 000 fuct annually there is clusely connee
ted \\u,h it anuthu industry of not much less value to
the tunwn, namely the business in cord-wood and rail-
way ties. ])mnw the spring freshets, while water was
ln"h ont the Red Kiv er, over 10,000 cords of wood were
sent in barges and by boat up to the city of Winnipeg,
while hundlcds of thousands of railway ties arc ¢ also
provided, and sent out of the town.



