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THE EVENTS OF A MONTH.

‘Tho November that is now no more was a month of con-
siderablo intorest to overybody. In the first weck died Judge
©O'Connor, an honourablo mau who sucocumbed to over work.
Bolore going on circuit—a tnsk that ho was not able to per-
form—-ho wroto a private letter to tho writer of theso obser-
vations, in which he made roforouce to the moauny sufferings
ho was undergoing. 'The appointos who takes the place of
Mr. O'Conuor is o man of marked ubility, and it may be fairly
said that ho is the first leading counsel appointed to the
bonoh aince the time of Sir Matthew Crooks Owmeron, Itis
satisfactory to think he is not called to this position without
tho qualifications necessary for it. It is a misfortuno for tho
publio that sometimes a man of no qualifications is put into
position if the party requires the support of that man's
churcb, and that when his chureh is of no account a mau of
undoubted capacity is overlooked. This b{ no means applies
oxclusively to tho Catholics. Judge MacMahon's eclevation
may bo taken to b that of a capablelawser appointed with
regard only to Ins legal ability, and in epite of being o
favourito of tho party in oppomtion,
® * *

The resiguation of the Hon. Fronk Swmith is in some re-
speots a matter of moment if the presenco of an Irish Catho-
lic from Ontario is ossential to tho complexion of the cabinet.
Mr, Smith’s exemios say ho was of no use and had no power
at Ottawa, and Mr. Smith's frisnds might now say the same
—if the nowspapors aro to be credited. If he prevented
gomo capablo man of his race and religion from being a real,
live minister of the erown, ho not ouly didn't resigu too soon,
but he should never havo acoopted tho ehadow of a post he
was supposed to occupy. When, however, important appoint.
ments woro boing made in his province as if he didn't exist,
thore was no gourse open to him as an honourable man but
to rosign. It is to bo soen if ho will stay resigned, or if he
will return and continue useless and powerless as 1t 1s said
ko has been in tho pust.

L3 ~ »

The great Temperance Gospal question has beon revived
by an heretical dieconrso of the Rov. Mr. Maodonoll, whioh
gavo groat scandal to his clerioal friends and corrosponding
comfort to the Brewers and the Liconsed Victuallers. The
rov. olergyman thinks that when wine is mentioned in the
Scriptures, it is not cordial or syrup, but wine indeed. e
is sound on that quostion, and there is no way out of the
diffionlty for bis opponents but to rejoct all those portions
of Scripture that say wine is good, or is bad, or is anything
in faot. Thore should be no difticnlty for his opponents in
this rojection. The Cancn of Seripture is just as much in
tho hands of the Rov, Mr. Johnson or the Rev. Mr. Milligan
or tho cditor of the Globe or any one else, as is tho meauning
of words of Scripture itself. When it bocomes more popular
to pray for the dead, the rejeoted Maocabees will be received.
Thoy are coming in overy day. When oune says heretical, it
is not without a sense of its misapplication, beoause one man
like Mr. Macdonell is as orthodox as the man opposing him.
Tho Scriptures are all things to all men; it is protty clear
they are differont things to some of these clergymen. Mr.
Macdonell is a really good man, but he has the fashion of
unploasantly disturbing his friends by these little vagaries,

\What affliots his soul, however, and cuts him to the quick
is that he pays taxes, and His Graoce, thoe Archbishop, pays
nono. Howarvor, be deolares ho will struggle with bailiffs and
have his possessions sold out noxt year if this erying injustice
is pormitted. The Globe, whose paths lio often in unpleasant
places, trics to convinco this wrathy taxpayer of tuo error of
his ways, but tho pastor of St. Andrew’s will not be com.
forted. Ilis only consolation appecrs to be that while at
our banquet to the Cardinal, the Queon's Lealth and the
Popo's health were both left to taks caro of themselves, the
hospitality of Government House noticed Her Majesty,
but ook no noto of His Holiness, and yet, a week after theso
dinnoers, Mr. Macdonell raked the Presbyterian Review foro
and aft for its attacks on those Protestants who received the
Cardinal with any show of civility. The sermons that fol-
lowed and the loiters and oditorials on them show what a
city wo live iu. It is probable the Mayoralty election will
point in the samo direction. A writer in the Mail of a few

days ago secs Protestantism in danger, and cells out tho
polico in his own fashion, Ireoly translated, ho implores the
High Ohurchmon to put asido their tom-foolery, the Low
Ohurch to appear respeotallo and resist Rome. Toronto isa
bigoted city, but we don't live in fenr and trembling. The
bigots mean barm, but thoy are liarmnless.

* * *

The attack on Bishop Cleary was ono of the most ridiou-
lous things of this month or year. The affair of some Catho-
lic pupils in Kingston was, with the Pnblic School moral story
of Napanee, made tho basis of very wild talk, and not a little
mystification. When the dust was clcared away by the
Bishop, and the faots appeared, tho respootahlo press apolo-
gized and the thing was over, It is true that Dr. Joseph
Wlid and Mr. Peter Ryan had something to:say, when the
necessity for it had passed by, but these gontlemon had pro-
bably their own reasons, and if they enjoy each othor’s com.
pantonship, no ono will complain of 1t. Ixoept, perhaps,
tho Lost Tribes of Isracl, the Catholic Ghurch and its Bishops
aro the best friends Mr. Wild has; he no doubt inwardly
chuckles over its indestructibility, it is bread and butter for
bim, as it will be for others for all time to come. He would
give pounds and pounds of monoy to be noticed by an Arsh.-
bishop. Wheon the modorn Peter addresses the Churcbes in
Kingston, he possibly assumes that outside attitude by which a
man born, say within the United Empire, may be an English-
man or an Irishman at conveniont intervals, His attacks on
things generally are not 8o profitable as those of his confrere,
and it was an unguarded political remark that * he spoiled
himeelf for tho hustings.” It is rolated, though not by
the local editor at Napanee, who hid himself under the
Bishop's pulpit, that My, Ryan's exuberance of language on
the occasion of this remark, went far boyond any of his pre-
vious efforts. Bethat as it may, Mr. Ryan would have done
better to have minded his own business. When a Qatholic
layman or Bishop goes wrong in reality, thore are not want-
ing plonty to blazon it to the world. In Mr, Ryan’s case,
though it may have been a labour of love, it was a work of
supererogation. If, on tho other hand, alayman or a Bishop
need sound correotion and fatherly adviee, it would bo sup-
posed Mr. Ryan would be conscious how unsuitable he is to
play tho part of a spiritual Nestor. Mr. Ryan's great strength
lios in matters political, and while he has always beon foremost
in denouncing upstary leaders for Catholics—self-appainted
representativos—ho should have been a bottor pupil of his
own philogophy. Ho has all the talents, but no conmission.

D. A. O'Svruivax,
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THE I1RISH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY MON-

TREAL.
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A narrative of the many forms 1n which the gratitude of a
people was manifested to a beloved pastor, and one of his most
zealous associates, honouring together the soth anniversary of
the day on which they consecrated themselves to the service of
the Most High, and were ordained His priests for ever, would
torm a neat lttle memento of so auspicious an event, yet we
may be permitted to make of that day an epoch in another
sense, and choose it as the point from which to glance at the
history of the congregation engaged in its celebraticn, To-day
the position of the Irish Catholic community of Montreal and
its vicinity is one of influence, power and prestige. The assess-
meaut rolls are evidence of the interest they command to the
extent of millions of dollars, Their hold on commerce and
manufactures, their represertation in the judiciary, in the Senare
and Commons of the Dorunion, in the Local Legislature, at
the aldermanic board, in the various offices of trust and emolu-
ment connected with public affaws, and their place in the

“leamed professions, by men of their race and creed, leave no

room for cavil. Census returns are scarcely needed to establish



