1HE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

{Avguar 1, 1876

The Meaning of the Eastorn Question for
the British Empire and tho Whole
World.

Tuo great Eastorn question is at this hour
ocoupying the koenest nttention, it may be
truly said, of tho wholo civilized world.
Evey thoughtful maeu is filled with the
strongest sanse of its extremo gravity, The
finnncial exchange of overy couuntry are
agitated by it with stormy tumuit, Private
persons and wide communitics find thewr
fortunes profoundly offected by tho tole-
graphic tempests which roll over them from
hour to hour. Individual men and great
States aro compolled to reckon with tho pos-
sibility thut at any moment a sudden turn
in Eastorn evenis may force them to look
ruin and insolvency in tho face, Powerful
tiovernments are the proy of anxioty ; for
there is o sense of vague, torrifying bound-
less danger involved tn the fearful issues
raised by insurrectionary movements of
appsrenlly trifling signifieance. Thero is
no part of the world which may not be
caught up Ly this storm eore the passing
year shall bave reached its complotion.
And if ever thero was a Coloninl question of
paramount importanco, most assuredly this
13 one. The future of tho mighty Colonial
States in tho Easstern regions, as well of tho
vast Indian dependency of the British Er.
pire, is brooding, for great good or great
evil, in the issues which time is daveloping
1 its womb., There is not sn Englishman
in the whole Empire whom it does not dir-
ectly and pereonally concorn to watch and
think over the events which are now going
forword and their consequences.

T'o what ‘s this surprising, this moment-
ous interest, to be ascribed ? The conviction
that radical cbanges in the constitution of
the Turkish Empire aro at hand beyond
doubt lies at the bottom of every man’s
thought at this surpreme hour, Hexrceitis
in tho highest degree necessary to search
out the real nature and meaning of these
possible rovolutions. Turkey is a land of
immense extent. It touches Europe on
vital points on one aide; it reaches well
nigh (o Indits on theother, Sucha cvun-
try caonos experience alterations in its or-
ganization without coming snto vivid con-
tact with interests of the highest orderal)
round, Then, sgain, Turkey presents a
peculiarity which s capable of developing
resnlts of the wildest range. Itis the cen®
tve of one of the greatest religions amongat
mankind. That religion is singularly sus
ceptible of the widest and most intense
fanaticism, and human nature has shown on
manny terrble occasions, how such fanatle

mankind, There is somothing absolutely
sgeoin\ in its vory nature. Everyone wili
think of the aggrandizoment which the ul-
tinante lesue may bring to one einglo power;
yat oven tho faot that Russia may come {ogtb
from the commotion with & broad expansion
of fresh territorv does not exbaust the prob
lem. What, then, i{s the hidden, but for-
midablo disaster, which the Eastern question
may bring forlh iu its courso on the whole
world, and not loast on the British Empire,
on England and ber Colonies ?

1t {s & mattor of tho deepest concern—we
add, emphaticaily, of tho strongest duty—
for every Euglishman, who has any capacity
for thinking, thoroughly to study and
understand this most serious of questions;
to mako bimsolf master of what it really
means, of what lios at the bottom ofit. A
dim eonse of the possibilities involved rises
up in most minds ; but a real investigation
of their true nature and a clear porception
of what they mean, as reslities, are lamont®
ably rare. The key of (he whole situstion
lies in tho goegrapby of Constantinople, io
tho narrow stream of water which dovides
Europe from Asia, and the broad expanse of
the Black Sea beyond. The secret of the
problem lies there, What influences may
theso seemingly insigoificant portions of tho
enrth's surface bring to bear ou the future
of the world, on the independence and
aappiness of mankind? This is the point to
learn snd master, That Russiaat Coostan
tinople wowd be inconvesiently strong ;
that tho balance of power among the nations
of Europo would be seriously disturbed ;
that her voico in the councils of the worl
would be intolerably mighty ; thather power
to interfere with the internal government
of othor nations might be mschievously ex—{
erciged, ag it rasnifestly was by the Emper-
or Nicholas ; that Russia would be painfully
felt und headed at Paris and Berlin and
Vienna and Rome; that holy alliances might
reappear to war down liberty and free
thought and national independence; that
Xgypt might be endangered, and the Suez
Canal compromised—all these are idens
which are swarming on every side in the
jcurpals of every Europecn country. But
that {3 nat the wbolo matter. Theso uare
perils of & kind which the buman race, as it'
goes along down the sges, must encounter;
and thero will arise a feeling—a sound feel
ing, snd a just one, wo (ully admit—that the
ditbenlties and dangers of the day will be
met, succesalully met, as in the past, by the
energy and iatelligence of free nations. o
our judgment, the dinger of the present
hour lies imbedded in the prevalence of
these generally just feelings: they blind the
mind to peculiarities in the case wwhich, if

Asia Minoy, Palestine stands noxt to be
absorbed, and then Egypt, and with it tho
Suoz Canal. Thoro is no militay power that
can stop her irrosietiblo course, Bui thero
will bo England and her fleet, it wiil bo said.
We answer with complete assuranco that
England and her floeet will be unable to ur

rest theso conquoste. Rusesia at Constonti-
uople means, as time rolls on, Egypt and
tho whole of the Lovant gono ; Eogland will
bo unable to do anything. For consider
what will bappen. The vision of an irre-
sistible Empire will evor be presont to Rus-
slan eyes; the ambitiou of belng thesupreme
Power nmongst men will burn in overy Itus-
sian breast. For tho realisation of this um-
vition, o fleet is tho indipensable iustru-
ment; and tho Bosphorus and the Black Sea
will give Russia a fleot with which that of
Eugland will be incapable of coping in those
waters, An inextinguishable ambition will
steadily and inevitably build up 100, or 200,
or 300 ironolads iu those sécare seas, ready
at all times to sally forth with a might which
no forco in thoso wators will ba present to
resist, It will bo ensy to Russia to have n
@oet alwways roady for sction in the Levant
which shall double or treble in size thoso of
all other European Powers combined ; for
peaco to her will signify incessant ship
building for war. Eagland cannot maintain
100 ironolads as a war force always present
in tho Lovant ; but Russia could. Eungland
has not & million of solders to land at any
lime in Asin. Nordoironolads reqiuro a vast
commercial navy to feed them, as line.of-
battle ships of yore; tho majority of their
crews might alivays be Jandsmen. For Eog

land to force her way up the Dardanelles to
crush the enemy in his neat will be impos-
sible; torpedocs and ironclad forts will see
to that effectively. Aud when the ter-
rible fact burst upon the world in full re-
cognitioa thst the Russian fleet must be
master in thoze waters, tho fate of the whoie
Levant, and of Egypt, and of the great sea~
voad of all nntions to the East will bo irre-
vocably cealed. And for how much, then,
will too nayies of Franco and Itsly, and
Spain and Austrin count nader such circum-
stances? ‘Lo us it seems inocapable of dis-
pute that Russia, rooted at Constantinople,
will wield the greatest force on earth, apd
may and probably will, aspire to an ¥mpire
of therango ot the Macedonian or the Ro-
man. Mussia at Consanotlinople would be
aleo Russin at Marsilles, Toulon, Algeriy,
Trieste, Venice, Alexandrin, and Port Sad,
not‘to spoak of great Russian fleots such as
those ol Franco and Spam in bygone days,
in tho Buy of Biscay, and even 1he Britigh
Chanael. Taat Russia must not Lo allow

ed to establish horself at Constantinople

ism may seize upon the most widely spresd
c_ommumties and generate the most destruc
tive violence and fury. It is not outside the

not taken 'nto full account, may worl out | D88 thus became the tigbest nod moat con-
mischief which hereafter will bo itretriev-| Wandidg principio of uil Yuropean states-
ablo. manship, We uelisve that thie grost truth.
range of possiblo contingencies that the! The one duly now incumhent on all | dctuasily lies seated 1n the mind of Eogladd’; |
Mussulman eloment of the population of In-, Europe, and most of all on Ebgland, is to but noL so consciously ns 1o give-Kodsla dmg :
dia might feel tho convulsions of such wild | determine what kussia firmly estabhshed og | e the other Powers the:full assurinte. thiat A
msdacss. This one fact, by 1tself alone, in- ' the Bosphorus means? what this fact neces | Eugla nd wili slways beveady ty march:when &
vests the Turkish quesution wmith great gravi- ' sarily implies? Kussia at once becomes a the dnugoer becomes: visible,. Ruesiasur-
ty for oll ¥nglishmen. | Naval Power of tho first order. From beirg' Prise at the rofusal oF Engiand (o joia th
Nevertheless these considerations still fall | frozen up on tho Balsic for eight months of Beshin Lunferencepad-fos ia‘rant thebeliof -
short of exhausting the full mgmificance of | every year, Russia will have a {lect 1o the 8bebad conceived, o (idabhg Brypernr Might © ~ F
tho overivhelming crisis which 13 going on' best conceivable situauon, with a vast sea he e -
uunder our eyes.

olae, that England bud, rested Xo A
Large proturbations have ! to exerciee 1t on, infull communication mith , dwake and 1horpuglls in éarnast atouttily
swept over the world, mihtary struggles of | her whole Ewpire through ralways nud beril that huog.over abg Dard.oviles, Ko
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sturring kind, yet the lurkish -jucsuop is done is to sscertan dry bard facts, and 1o duty by ibe, poospla of Ipglind’ pangs tio.
tar graver stills 1t 18 dim!y ceen tbai mure comprebend what they tmport. Russia on 52
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