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A Warning voice from the Spanish
* Armada. ‘

BY MAJOR GENERAL T. B. COLLINsON, R.E.
(Continued from page 399 )
The Batlale off the Goodwins

Abount 8 a.M.on Monday, the 8th August,
1588, the fleets neared each other. Lord
Howard had determined his plan of attack,
in three independent squadrdns; but this
was upset by his remaining behind to ussist
some tmall vessele, whose bouts were cap
turing a great galleass, which had grounded
at Culuis; 80 the impetuous Drake had the
opportunity of leading his squadrons agninst
the centre of the Spanish line, in which he
was followed by the equally pushing For-
bisher end Hawkins. Lord Henry Seymour
and Sir W. Winter attacked the starboard
wing. )

This was a real battle of guns, The Eng-
lish necessarily adhered to avoiding being
hoarded by the Spaniards, and kept at mus
ket shot, that isto say, probably not ex-
ceeding 200 yards; it is difficult to under-
stand how they avoided it, as they speak of
being surrounded by these great galleons.
The Spaniards must have been disspirited
and the Knglish inspirited by the night be-
fore ; for the wing ttacked by Winter ran
into the body of the fleet, and fouled esch
other; and the small English vessels remain-
ed thus firing on all sides for eight hours.
Winter says he fired 500 shot, which, as he
bad 30 guns, would be 25 rounds a gun, By
4 p.M. the Spaniards had suftered- consider-
ably ; all their best ships were injured in
their hulls and rigging, three large ships
sunk, two or tbree others drifted on shore
or into the clutches of the Dutch fleet ; one
ship is said to bave bad 350 shot in her,
another was shot ‘*‘through’ six times.
Strange to say, the English fleet suffered
compartively littledamage ; there is no men-
tion of one single ship being put %ors de
combat, and not 100 men killed where~s the
Spaniards lost more than 4000: Drake's
ships was pierced by 40 shot. The height
of the Spanish guns above the water will
probably account for part of this difference
of injury, but still they carried guns in
their waists, and we must put it down
mainly to tbe superior skill and confidence
of the English seamen.

At 4 or 5 p.M,, Medina Sidona was warned
by hie pilots that he was drifting on the
dangerous lee shore of Flunders, with anin-
creasing wind from n:ore to the northward,
80 he made sail away to the N.N.E, evid-
ently unwillingly, for he retreated in goud
order. The English were not loth to stop
either. Winter says, * When every man
was weary and our cartridges epent, we
cessed ;'’ and says Loid Howaid, ** We put
ona brag countenance, and followed the
enemy.”” They must have félt that they had
won, but they did not know how great a vic.
tory it was ; how serious a battle both siles
thought 1t. may be judged from Lord [Tow
ard : “ Some make little accounts of the
Spanieh forces by sea, but ] do warrant you,
all the world rever saw such a force as
theirs w:s; snd some Spaniards tnken say,
$ exceeded Lepanto.”” Bul neither side as
yeo. realized that that day’s fight had seitled
e question of the comwnd of the sea for

many years.

Now the question I would put to naval
tacticians of the present day is, whether
such a fight is possible with ironclads? Is
it practicable to build an ironclad of com
parauvely smsll size, and which shall never
theless carry a few of the largest guus, and

yet be swifter and handier than what we
mny call the line of battle ironclads? For
if it is possible to comstruct such a vessel,
it seems that they would be able to
make a fair fight against the larger vessels
at long range, The tactics adopted by the
English fleet against the Armada were quite
different from the ordinary practice of the
time. The gurs were then considered so
inferior to the ships, that in all naval ac-
tions the object of the attacking fleet wus
to get alongside as soon as possible, and de
termine the issue by the personal combat of
ofthe fighting men or board. The battle
of Lepanto was so fought. The Engtish flee
would have gladly followed the usual sys-
tem, bad they dared: they adopted the
other plan in desperation of the circum-
stances. The remarkable thing about
it is, that it entirely succeeded, and
its succcss equally astonished both sides.
It is true, the Spapish ships were un-
wiedly and badly handled, but they
were manceuved duriag the battle, and with
great gullantry and some effect. It was
really a question of the camparative manoe-
uvring power of the two fleets, as well as of
their seanmanship and gunnery.

Now, let us consider the differen:ze be-
tween guns and ships at that time and at
the present. The gun was evidently then
really superior to the ship, if guns and
ships were properly handled. So much wus
this known to be the case, thit the guns
continued much the same for two hundred
years after, wnile attention was turned to
improving the ships. And this went on un-
til, in Nelson’s days, theships became again
more powerful than the guns, and the plan
of battle again w..s to get alongside. Then,
in our own day, the guns took a start, but
the ships aln ost immediately counterbalan
ced the improvement by the ndoption of
armour plating; and. just now, we find
naval tacticians recommending rams and at-
tached torpedoes, showing that they con-
sider the ship to be superior to the gun,
No person can venture to say, at the pre-
sent moment, to what extent the use of
iron in ships and guns can be carried, or
that we have arrived at the ultimate speed
of ships. DBut there is this point to be con-
siderd—ships bave appuarently arrived at a
resiing place, and are large vessels with
slow mauceuvring power, vihereas the gun
is still advuncing, not only in size, but, what
is equally important to the question, in fac-
iity of working. The size of ships has in
creased five fold since the Armada; the size
of guns has increased twenty fold; there
are fewer of them carried, but each is inore
effective, and is likely to become more ac
curate and quick in firing.

This is an important question for us, for
if there is a possibility of the yun becoming
agan superior. it will evidenily be to the
advantage of those martime nuations wlich
cannot afford great irouclads, to be able to
use swall, quick, handy vessels, at long
range, with a prospect ol success.  And, in
such cuse, it would be necessary for a great
martime bower to huve a proportiou of
such vesse.s to mateir them. I'his would
not dispense with the necessity of havieg
the larger vessels as well ; bul they woulda
be reserved for grand maritime warlare ;
that is tosay, a war for the commmand of the
sen, Which can ouly be settled in 100 ways—
either by great naval aclivns or by the in-
vasicn and conjuest of one of the powers.

" The Great Storm.
The story of the subs: quent proceedings
ot the Armada is interes.ing to us, a8 ex-

hibiting the superior seamanship of the
English, acting, as it were, in spite of the

economical tendencies of the Governments
Medina Sidonia made another gallant 3
tempt to face his pursuing foe, but, owiné
to the faulty navigation and seamanshiy 12
his fleet and to the adverse heavens, it only
resulted in the whole Armada being nesrly
stranded on the shoals off the mouth of the
Scheldt. Then he appears to have lost epirils
and to have had thourhts of surrendering
altogether. Tt is true that he had many 8¢
and wounded on hoard, many of the vesse'$
were disabled, his men discouraged, ap
his pilots ignorant of the sea they w're eB”
tering. But one has ounly to consider th®
condition of the English flet he was Ayin8
from, to learn the true cau-e of the failur®
of the expedition. Hawkins writes, 08
August 11th, still much afraid of :he AT’
mad:, ““has no victual, money, powder, or
shot ; men have been long unpaid;” LC'I'l
Howard. on the Tth, *“ powder and shot wel
nigh all spent ; made for the “ Forth to ré”
fresh our ships with victuals, whereof mo$
stood in woundeifut need.” Yet they fol-
lowed the Spaniards (put of gun shot) UP
to 52© 13’ N. lat., where they left them 08
the 12th August; but only to refit, still ex*
pecting the terrible Parma to burst for
flom the coast of Fiauders, for, says t
humble minded victor, **I long to do so®
exploit on their shipping.”” Then came t
great storm, like the final judgment ©
tHleaven on the undert«king; for it #)
not only a most unusual event to hs .
pen in August, but the bad weath®®
lasted all through August and S°P
tewber; and though the English ﬂ"'.d
was exposed to the first burst of it, they d‘__
not lose a ship. They resssembled at H8”
wich, to (ind that their economiecal Govf’l'“.r
ment bad made no preparation for w‘"'a
sick and wounded, not even for the pay d““
to the seamen ; and to receive, in reply
their earnest request to go to sea ngam,"‘;ey
wize officiu]l reflections from Lord Burgl,’ 3
as these ; —* To spend in time conwjﬂ‘*’u‘
is wisdom; to continue charges witho'
needful cause bringth repentance.”” . il
And yet, at the moment, the Armad®® "y
consiated of upw:rds of 100 ships, 8D
they had gone to Denmark (o refit, 88 :(;ol‘"
expected, they would still have been fyq
than 4 match in material strength fof o8
English fleet; and at that moment ¥ .
had still kis 16,000 men fally equiPF of
When one rends, in * Froude’s [Tistor¥s asb
the Spanish ships strewed along the 0ied
of Seotland, and of whole fleets and ‘";l ot
wrecked in Ireland, and of stll a re®’ g
returning to Spain, one enunot but 8% “ggs
ledge, with Mottley, * that the dange’ the

at last adverted, is to be ascri.bed ° the
epthiusizsm of the British nation= " b
heroism of the little Euglish fleet—"" 40

effective support of the Hollaudel"'s"; o 10
the tempest;--very little credit 18 ¢ Elist”

the diptomate or military efforts ©

teth's Government. o

CONCLUBINN, jsto

The spirit of a nation iies in it8 a;":o‘ ;
cracy, butits strength rests in the P& 0ieb

.

It this is true, ihe story of the 0
Arinada teaches a lesgon to Sl“teien o¥
peace as well us war, for the BDEN S ods

8 fl
ton, then, of litsle repute in Elll"’pe};int"n‘
ed both the will and the power to ?:0080"’ )
their independence agaust the 8 fe‘
and a expability of doivg gomething gpe
than that, Aud this was not OW‘f'sg)u»orw
limited treedom in trade or it p:‘m pu? .
politics, but, as far as jt was du flaws 2 o
foresight, was mainly theresult © each
ing the special otject ot regulating fi
son’s positi»n and duties in ¢

val liter ¥ g
i er

highest to lowest, and which ¥

afraid of their responsibility~




