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time. Russin seems to o gradually rousieg |
bersolf to a full sense of her position,  She'
has only just begun to understand whut il.l
means to.have a vigorous nation oi the
firat classs as & neighbour, and standing bo-
tween hiorsell and the rest of Europe, It
would be exciedingly interesting to know
what the real history was of the recent nee
gocinticns concerning Denmaric. Tha ques:
tron had scarcely come upon the apis when
it wax husuled off again. England and Rus
sia, it was said, had agreed to urge Ger-
many to yield Schleswig to Deamark. and
thus afford a solution of the difficulties
which ave felt by the Berlin Government
with regard to the inbebitants of that pro-
vince. Wit the quid pro quo was to Le
was 20t clearly stated, but the threatening
attitude which the questian at one Llime
scemed to bo likkely to avsume was quickly
put an cad to by the cessation—il inderd
they had ever begun — of the negocia
tions. Even rupposing the whole matter
to have been of the nxture of a mere canard

—and it was certainly more than that —meo!

learn from it what the publicidéa of Eurpe ;

is with regard to the atitude of Russia to-.

wanrds Prussia, .
We do not think that the public ideais
at all an incorrect one on this heid., T

TUE MACOMBIE GUN.

In February lust & non-official trial, 1o
cessarily very briel in detail, was made in
the proof room of the Nelile—a vossel att
tachied to the Excellent at Portamouth for
proving the qaality of armo: plates—in the
Ezcellent gunnery estublishment, and at the
present time fillis g the oncrous post of
Director of Naval Ordnance atthe Admi
raity, of a breech lomling cannon,construct:
ed in England upon the patent of Mr, Ma-
combie, who is an American, and so far as
the trial was carried the results were con-
sidered highly favourable in their relation
to the primary uhjects sought by the inven
tor—i.e., the prodution of a brarch loaling
gun that should burn larger powder charges
with freedom from nay escops of gas at the
breech than any Euglsh or Contmentsl
gun' brecch or muszzle loader, and a gun
that could not be burst by gun powder
After this trinl the gun was tuken to Lon-
don with the 1stention of having tho velo
city of ils shot proved at Shoeburyness, but
for some reason as yet unexplained this has
not heen done, anid thus one of the most
important points connected with any ment
surement of the power of the gun remains
unsettled. This (says the Tiunes) is to bs

the relation between the two countries wo
ses what we now call the cantest of nation-
alities— A few yeara ago the samae thing
would hava been called the * balauce of
power.” Wedo not look with {eelings ot
regrat uponjthis state of atlairs. Tho last
few years have found a great deal of char
litanry mixed up with the new idews in
politics, hoth domesticand international, If
we find ourselves coming back to the old
Jines, and workiuy: rortd tiie sawme pivot us
in former years, we necid not be surprised.
Tue balance of power waisan oll and ex:
ploded idex.  “Tho new generatioun knew
- samething worth a great deal woure than that,
ami yet, i the end, wo lind two great ua®
tionaliues standing opposiie to one anott: or,
each eager W preyent the other from gros-
ingwo strong Is this altogether au ovil
thing? Ay we not rather lairly cungrawne
late ourselves and onc another on the fact
that G- rmoany is not to have it quite »ll her
own way? We deprecite, Lozh, for ourt
selves or for Russiz, 1tho idea that thereis
and safety to be found in what would be
called in private lifo mere fussiness. \We,
on the whole, sympathiss with Garman ob*
Jects, especially in relation 10 her contest
with Rome, but for all thit we should be
sorty to¥ee England following the lead of
Russia, either it she shuts her eyes on the
oue hand (o tho preponderating influence
which Germauy is siming atin Europe, orif
she shiould exhibit a tendency on ths other
to fidget and worry without giving due ef*
fect to her opinions.

.. Nonraerx Cotoxizatioy Rattwar.—Ths

survey of an extension of the Nortbern{of

Colonization Railway, from Aylmer-to the
mouth ¢ she river Mattawan, through the
Province of Quebec beve just been complets
ed. A line bas been obtained which is held
. to bevery favourable, the course of the line
geveral being very direct with casy curves
and grades. The total estimated cost of
this cxtension, including ‘rolling atock tele:
gragh and al! the appurtenances necessary
for a first class railway, does not cxceed
$28 00U per mile, and il ateel rails and iron
bridges are employed the cost will not ex-
osed $33,000 per mile.

regretted, for everything relsting to breech-
tloading srrangements for hieavy ordnauce
1is of the greatest importance to us justat
i the present time, «hen we are compelled to
sadunt that foreign bracch loading guns,
and especially the German guns, give
therr shot a groater inlual velocity and
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acretr, ‘T'he innec ¢od of this screw is fitted
with projecting ateel blades as tha gas
check. [I'heshot is loaded round its base
to tako the grooving of the rifled tube. On
Friday tho gun aud a small iron target
thres inclies in thickness were taken down
to Fort Cumberland, and five shots fired at
the target at a distance of J00 yards. The
target hiad no backing, and was set upon
and supported by beach sand and shingle.
Nec. 1 wna taken as as a trial shot, the latter
pussing immedintely over the top of the tar
got. No, 2atruck neartho bull's eye, thie
shot penetrating 2} in,, and remnining eme
bedided in tho plate. No, 3 struck on the
opposite stde of the buil'a eye, penctrating
( to a depth of2h., and_aleo remsined em-
{ bedded in the plate, No 4 struck the tar-
{ get low down, penetrated to a depth of two
1 inchies, and rebound from the plate on to
the shingle of the heach, No.5 shot was
attended with neatly the same resulis as
No. 4. “Two fucts were deducible from the
t firing, and they must just be taken for ®hac
{ they are worth in the opinion of practical
t arttilerists. 1. There was no obsersable est
cape of g, 2. A gun with a rifled tube of
1-275 inches diameterobtaimed with its shot
a waximum penetration of 2 inchesin a
riece of unhacked rolled iron plate, three
inches 1w its thickness. Qur authorities
wmay possibly know all about the Macombie
{ gun. but if the principle of the bresch nd

its powder chamber is correct it should be
' worthh somo attention from us, bowever
faulty we miny consider wany of the de
tailss—DBroad Arrow.

practrating  force thaa  the hest Ege -
‘glish muzide loading guns, We have| Sme vary uovel snd interesting exparit
"ecertanly for a long  ume paat  had ] ments, says the London Iron, have recently

tie question of breech lovding in its possi-
ble application to  the heaviest orduance
under consrleration. and there the ques-
ton appests o rem . lts uanderstiod
that Sie Joseph Whitworth has long ficen
prepacad to produca a breech lowling gun
. of Iarge calinre and of excoprional penetrat
ing purery to order of the Governmens, and
“that MeiFeaser of Wooleioh Arsenal, bux
15180 prepared drawings of breech loading
arrangement for heavy ordnance. Ullici<lob
structions, howevar, appesr to stop the
way, forneitier the Whitworth nar Fraser
bresch oader has yét put in an appearanco
sud unuder these circumstances we mey.
oven with sonze ehance of protit tounrselres,
give a little sattention to the Americwn Ma
combies, although as yet ignorans of the
initial velocity of itsahot, excepiing by ap*
proximato elculztion from their penetra
tion intoiron, and an oppartunity {or this
occurred in & trial made with the gun at the
land finng range of the Roval Marine Are
tillery at Fort Cumberland, .ear Porie-
mouth, on Friday last week, Before enter:
jng further into tha particulars of the trial,
it is necessary to say snmetbing hers rels:
tive to.the gun, the powder.charge, and the
shot. The guu weighs 12001h,, therifled tube
« baving & diameter of 1°275in., and & length
24in. The powder chamber has a diame-
! ter of 2:5in., 'and a leagth of 7'2%in. The
* quickest burning powder prosurable, Cur
tis's fine grain sporting, is used for the
charge. The sh 't waighs 3lb, and 11\b,,
}one-hall the weight of the shot, forms the
; firing charge. \Whateverthesise of the guo,
these proportions between its shot and pow-
der cbarge would be observed. The breech
of the gunis built up ofrings of three differ
ent kinds of wrought iron, which increase
in deusity [rom the ceutre to the circum-
ference. [Heary ateel rings are driven over
the forged iron rings by a powerful hyarau-
lic prees. The breech is closed after load
ing by two and & half turnsof a three thread
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been mada at Tyue Dack.  In consequeuce
of the increased depth  of the river—the
results of the recent dredging— ships of
larger toinage aud deaught are enubled to
enter tire duck, but a numher of large
blocks of concrete, whizh were 1aid tdown to
secure moorings.interforo with the dredging,
ad require to Lo removed. As theas
Llocks are of Iarge dimuensions (12 fest jong
by 12 feet broad by 6 feet thick. aud 20 feet
under water), the taak of removal ixs hither
to prfved laborious and expensive, hut it is
found tint small charges of dynumite laid
on the centre when fired reduce the mass
to a heap of rubbish, which can be easily
lifted by the dredger. The charge, 10 lbs.,
wasenclosed iv a canvas bag, snd simply
1aid on the concrete by a diver, who secur-
ed it in its place mth so:mne .strong clay, and
it w.s fired by means ofa gutta percha fuse,
ending with a copper cap containing s
charge of fulminate of mercury, without
which this powerful.agent caanot ba explod-
ed. A loud repor: annouaced the igaition
of the dynamite, and & Jsrge body of water
was upheaved Oa deaceanding, the diver
found thelsrgesolid mass reduced 10 a hesp
of rabbish,

General diCeanola bas been actively en:
gaged for some months past in excavations
in the Islandof Cyprus. In Septembaer he
discovered the anciept site of Curium or
Xuri and the Temple of Apollo fylates.
Several long Greek inacriptions beaning, the
name of that deity have already been un*
carthed, also como smalier inscriptions in
the Cypriote languags. The latter are for
the moel part dpoa statueites of calcareous
slone. The Genera: has aiso found a beau-
tfal Greok siatustde of white marbleover
two foel in height, reprisestiog s asked .
youth, perfect frirm the Xue.s upward ;
there is oniy theleft foot wanting. Otiber
statz.-ttes and a large quantity of bheeds in
Serra eotta aad some terTra cotla equester
ism Sgures wearing armor were found;




