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Uxitep Srares Suip WacaussTT, g
Messiva, Seciny, July 15, 1873,

Sir: Having had a leave of absence of Lwo
weeks, I have the honour to submit the fo!.
lowing,” in accordance with your General
Order No, 2: | -
When this vessel reached Cadiz [ wog call-
ed away to be with asick friend at Barcelon:
and had no opportunity of making any im-*
portant inquiries or observations in regard
to military or naval science, Lut I noted
something of the political and seciil st t
of affairs in the countey thraugh which |1
travelled. '
In travelling over the country from Cadiz
to Valencia, the government consider it so
" upsafe that they send a company of the
"Guardia Civil,tbe finest nud best corps of the
8panish army, in each train, and along the
routeare distributed a series of reliefs. 'This
led me to inquire irto the cause of snv foin
. which might be entertiinad for T wue
under the impression that the “arlists lowd
not made their appearanca 8o far soutlh and
‘west. In this I found mysell correct, for it
seems that there are bands of wfrauders
going through the country, who Lave most!y
made their appearance since the repnblic
was proclaimed, and who have troubled the
country people particularly.
There have beena number of well au-
thentioated cases in which men in the interior
of Spain, and in the mining districts parti-
cularly, have been detained by these bands
and obliged to pay heavy ransom for their
life. This relic of barbarism is the first
effect of the last revolution, for Low ever
great gud noble is the true sentiment,which
is the the foundation of rejpublicahism, yet
this sentimert is certaiuly not instilled into
the minds of the greater part of the Spanish
people ; for personal observation Las con-
vinced me that it 1s unide:sicod (o le equal
rights without respret o bow, nnl the gen-
eral distritiution of propeny.
Outrages of all deseriptions are cucour-
aged throughout the conntry, by the fact
that the laws ure not carried into effect,
and crime remains aimost entirely unpun-
isbed,
in the army the most painful demorliza-
tion exists, and at the tim.- when it should
be most united to put down the civil war in
the north, insubordination of the most
frightful character is constantiy oceurring
and the control of the officers over the men
is in reality only nominal, ‘lhis is without
exaggeration, for ore of the most celebrated
of the Spanish regiments, stationed at Bar-
celona some few weeks ago, refusad obedi-
_ence to their officers. and the colonel, in

altempting to pacify the revolters Ly argu
ment and entreaty, was killed by Lis own
soldiers. Nor is this the only cise, for
many officers have been shot by their own
men, end many others have giveu up their
commissions entirely.

In almost all the principal cities, and

articularly in Catalonis, volunteers have

n organized into regiments for the more

especial purposa of making war against the
Carlists. This corps is composed of the very
scum of society, and from all thatI could
gather, they do more harm thn good,

In the province of Barcelona the voluntoers
are at an expense to the provincial govern-|
ment, by whom they.are supported, of!
twenty-eight thoueand dollars a month, and

there is not a case on record in which they : the streets was a pries’, not one can now te

have porformed any valuable service.

: geen in canonicals, for the feeling agiinst

The peasantry fear the volunteers more I'them is so great that thay fewr jor their

than they do the Carlists, for they quarter
themselves in the villages and steal and
destroy and ravage to an unlimited extent ;
and the law is not sufficiently well executoed
to bring offenders to punishment.

The Carlists have stopped the directline

of railrond between Barcelona and Madiid,
and have caused considerable troubie ou
the line to Tarragons, though it is still run-
ning, From all reports that cau be gatlier -
ed, they are in o mueh better state of dis~
cipline than the regular Spanish army : al.

-though they enter villages and towns. and

levy contribuiions on theseholding property
whic' they nsa thrents and ferce to have paid,
yet they are fur from being rohbers and
muwderers, as many have thought. They
stop diligenees snd all other conveyanees
for travellers, Lut scarch only for govemn-
ment papers, and allow passengers with
their property to pass unhaumed, In miny
places where anms have been powerless to
quell; and onssome oceasions those win
have the power have acted 1gnominiously,

There was an order issned at Seville a {iw
(I:lys ago. by onder of the yovernos, for the
dishanding of certain voluuleers Lo widm
arms had been given ; but they intimida d
the governor tosuch adegree by threaten
mgto t ke completa control of the city,
and exeicise the rights of cormmunism that
on the following day hie issited u prociinia
tion aunuliing the former, saying it was ail
a mistuke,and apologizing to those whom it
was intended to stiike. At Malagza the
state of affairs is still worse, and those hold-
ing positions of trust are perfeetly powerle.s
to carry out the duties ol oflice.

"The fin=ncial condition there is go poar,on
account of the people ut inrge relusing to

pay - duties and taxes, that heavy con-
tributions  have  been  levied  upof
he rich  which they wmo  compell

ed to pay, and to that end wre pre
vented from leaving the city, Thealcille
of Malaga, us well 25 the one at Valeneiy,
was foully mudered by the mob, and suill
there is not & single instance in which any
o! these people have been brought to justice.
In Barcelrnt murders mie ot [requent oc-
currence, and all that is heivid ot them is
that may Le seen inthe papers the foliow-
ing day, thut “a certain person was murder-
ed last pigth at a certain plice.” Only a
week ago the mob forced themselves into
he Diputacion, the building of the provincinl
government, aud demanded aroom in which
they could hold a mieeting,

They wern obliged to giveit to them, and
then they demanded certan: esubmissions
which amounted to nothing less than com
munism. The mob was tioally forced to
disperse by calling in the akl «f the military
governor. This same set of people de-
manded the disbandment of the Guardia
Civil, the only truly loyal corps in tire amy
while 1 was 1n Barcelona, Lut they were not
able to foice its execution

The revolution in feeling against the
clergyis very great, and, whereas the church
had such a power iu Spain under the old
goveinment, it is now degraded to the very
opposite extreme.

Churches are turned into bauricks for
soldiers, and are desecrated (o the use of
balls and public meetings. Nor is this con-
fined to the lower class, for atu ball given
in one of the principal churclics i Bareclona
the governor and other high cfficials en-
couraged it by their presence. Where fo;-'

lives.

The associition culing liemselves the
“International’ h's ciused a great deal of
trouble, and refusing to stop work upon the
{demand of the associalion ard  treated
withunusuad eruclty, and sometinies killed

On this account numbers of the factories
and foundries about Batealona liwve stopiped
work entirely and ciosed up. Barcelona,
being the most commercial city of Spain,liss
suffered very much ia its interests on ac=
count of the cluseness of the money market.
Men of property hive left the " place by
hundveds, draswing from the basks all
avatlable woney, and @0l has became so
scarce thtit husaflected ail clasees of merch-
auts.  Oue of the chiel featwes in the com-
merce of Spain is that very little busines is
done except by cash payments, acd the uss
of promissory notes is almost entirely un-
known, s» that, by the scarcity of ready
money under the present circumstances,
business lias fallen off u'most entitely. 'T'l.e
the wealth of the mining districts has d.a n
foreigners to the country, especiilly from
Loglard, and thus, were the, government
sulliviently strong to-protect its own wter-
ests, the iuflux of the foreign eipital iato
the country would produce a wazlth of rev.
enue. The principal obstruction to the
advancement of the present republican form
of government is the extensive and increld
1ble want of eduction.  This does not exist
only in the lower clieses. but even to people
wio hold o certain position in society, the
ignorenee displayed is au least intensely sur-
prisng. The Government of the United
Stiates is held up as a model to all those who
are eryivg out lor a republie, but even many
of those in authority at the present time
scaicely Kklnow. . even Lt we speak the
Enghsh language, or that we are governed
by aur ether law than our own personal dc-
stiex. Gonerd information is greatly wang-
ing in Spain, aml fhey are trying to con
stract » form of government aflter a mode!
of wiiteh they scueely know anything at all,
The government is calted a federal republic,
but ia some of the provinees they want o
be thoreaghly independent of any central
control, #ni formn scpacate and  distinet
Sates. 0 oknew this to be the ease in
Cotudonis, for I hawve freguently conversed
with men in authority en tae snhject,

There are men at the present moment in
the Cortes at Madrid wire ean neither road
nor write, s, us an example, 1 cite the 1o
presentative from Cadiz,  The reason ol this
is cvident, for men of any slanding whatever
very frequently withdraw from the eleciions,
either through feaw or disgust, and leave t} o
centioiling power in the hands of ignor ut
men  The state of affiirs in Spain at i.ve-
sent is certainly of the most distressing
character, and even Spanruids themsclves
have suggested taeidea of foreign intopler -
ence. This is not anidea suggested by my
own winl, butby what I have heard spoken
of severasl times Ly those who are directly
interested Spaniards.  Quar Minister, Gen-
erud Sickles, i3 the only foreign ambassador
at present in Madrid—ull the others have
made excuses to visit tiicir own lLomes.
However we may emgratulute the Spanish
people upen the foundation of a republic,
we have very little reason to congratulate
theny upon the state of the country under
the present republican  government, fir
j itis certainly in a most unenviable condi-
tion l— Uniled States Army and Navy Jour-

merly almost every other man'to be met on| nal.




