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Meetings of Synod.
Toronto and Kifgston.

Tosp Synbd of Toyonto and Kingston met in Icstninster Church,
Toronto, on Tuesday evening, whon R",. Samuel Ilouston, M.A.À
rotirlag Bloderatar, pireached the sermon, ans cloquent and îtractical da.
courie, front Col. Iv. 5: -* Walk lu wiedomn iward thons that art with*
ont redcemingt the tÀadt." Tha thome ct hit diseurso wus the
trtatmeut whieh thoso, Ithat arc without"' tho Chtirch reoelvo or
ahosiid reeti et the hindi o!those within, A feeling of sol f.sacrifieo
should bc culivated, and a thorongh Chitlstitn attitude ahould pravail
in &Il dealings with thora. At the close of his sermson the reverond
gentleman totited (coin hie position, sud ILov. Robert Fowlie, o! Brn.,
waa aimoit unanimoualy chassa Moerator of the prescrit Synod. A
vote of thmnks waa tezdered to the retiring Modorator, who tuade a
Dit reply.

Tho proccodiagus for the Synod were thoen read, and it was dccided
that should anyoc the business taken uip hoe notdlnlshled at one sitting,
that no now Items shouid. ho bogua until the former bo wipies nflYthe
board.

On ýVednW&dy.niorssing Synod roeumed.
Tht applications of abhoiollowing stridont probatitiers for minis.

tenua lcenses were grmnted -- For Kingston Preshytery-Itsm
Mouilian, Nvllkio, MeKiexton #,ru Rollins; for Toronto Presbytty-
Meusrs. Tuft, Crow, Munu, WVeb3tmr, Johnson, Watson, Lawrene and
G. L Jobaston,

At the roquest cf tht Presbyteries intercated tho mission fields of
flalihurton and Minden were tnsserrod from Peterboro' ta Lindsay

Tho overture "rsnted by t he Peterboro' Presbytery, recoin. eîîd
Icg that soome mattoes bie idded te the usual business of the Syo 50
as ta glv. the annual meeting gmer lsstereat, wsrecoived afters ia
dissuasion as ta whethor thé question should bc Imasediately di ssd
or nlot it wua sent on ta the Goeral Assonsbly.

A requcat [rom the Pnisoners' Ald Assoiatin that the Syaod ji
ini the petitiosi te bc presentod ta tht «Dominion ParIi&mený P 1uylg
for mach needcd prison reforma iras thon talion uniler discussion. 1eV.
Alex. Gilrsy, moffd that the communication oontaiaing the reqitest ho
referred tuac ocamittet to ho appolated by tht Synod.

Ray. D. J. Mtedonnell tcck mn eutiroly oppasîto viow to that
evldentiy hold b>' tht asajorit>' of the monibers prescrit. Ho cansidered
that tht charch wanst ont of lta province sud jeopardired lts influence
by deallug with detala of legialatian. No thirefore nioved ina niend.
nient that Il It io Rot expout for a ehurch court ta enter in tht
details of legu*ation." Thisà prison reformi iRht ho needed, hc aald,
but iftht Chuch iaeddled with it tht> would prchably ho aked hfore
long to assiat la cbtainlng ronia sufrg.

l1ev. Mr. Jackson, of (lt, docined It right for mninisterial hodies
te piotest axuint yTosigein hi l e lnts. lie iras of the opinion that
tlsey should not stand aside auaalw tossghs and ward.hoolers to ia-
fluence legislation.

Rer. Dr. (;rant thaught somns lino should ho drawn. Tht leua tht>',
as a hoy,'iaterIercd lu logislatin the botter.

There was a, vote thon talion on Mr. Mactionnell'a aineadmont,
ieih wua doeeted. Mr. glray's motion iras adopttd.

Thoe Owena Sound appuil ln re tht Kandy congregation iras dis.
mssed.

It wu a xee tIsat the noît regular meeting o! the Synod bc hold
at Orangoviie..

Nvcdnesday ovouing seoruant iraa ltrgi>' atteaded hy thc public.
Mr. J. K. Macdonald stie hniefly, but w th mîîeh point and connue-
ing argument, on the Aged and lunfirin Min iters' Fund. Tht original
intention iras to torns a ftaM of $200,000. Of this sAmount $120,00
hart hen suhscnlhod.

81TATI OF gxLXIIOy.
Mr. Brown, trsmsnrr.l,f thp Sytiod, aise pzesented a favourabla

report, whlolt wua receivd and àdopted, and thon tht Synod settled
dais to thse hrcatng amdiscussion af reports on church iroîik. Rer.
John Ray, cavener o! tht committe os tht stato of rceigon, thon tesd
th report, whicb,is o ining, statod Iltiret retura have beeu reeived
fronft ai 1rebhtonis rtin thnt onda." Most of thtas reports arc
ver> fult au show that.thy have been. prepared with care, white s
fow arc rathertc brio! ta Rive an adcq osto Ide& ci what bau heen
dont. Tho Prosbyteries of Vjhitby and Lindsay' report roturns freux
aIl contgregations in their respective bounda; Saigeen from ail sottled
and front ont vacant charge, and Orangevilie front a&U setted coigt.-

gain;Guelphs from tirent> out of twtnty.six congregations, and
lonatiro ont of o!ght pastoral charges Bat the latter did not

rmciyo thse blak teri of questions in tUns te obtain replies front
ever>' eongregatian. Toronto reports Ilneari>' ail eongrogatios Il
sent replies. sand-Ringatoss reports Ilman>' kirk: sessions have faitodl ta
answcr.' Tht Preshyteriesoa!Poterhorough, Barrie, and Otron Sound
do nlot ssy bai man>, 1!i an>', nogiected ta send ausirers on steofc
religion, but no oompl.aint (s icaie. -ne ire ean hlitît that anssiera
have hoon sent ln h y nearly aIl sessions. Tht actuel state of religion
cannot hoe tabaisted, mnd.yet tht *nl> W&y ta arrive at a fair idea of
thse religions Ifekn the Synod woutduh for cyory conigregation, sattled
or vacant, ospecaslly tht vacant, and, &Il mizsion stations ta tond in
returas. Monit of the reports are onoouraging ; eile hete sud the
uan 'ut round évidenceo f inidîfférenco and patial (allure, still thore la
geoi tcstitaiiy borne ta the excoeuet irorl that hao beea dont by
dovated anti eansec 'Md mon anmi eu eagagcd lu thse service cf the
Church. For it whlch ire hava mach reison, '<ta thanli (ld sud
take courage." ..

The committet mm4to tht followlng recomsmondations.t-
1. That tlit BSynca reord its gratitude ta Almighty (lot for tht

hle.asings Ho bas voucisaaed ta tht Chareh, and foi tht progreis &.nd
psace within cnr bordera dnrng th.ps& ey, - x

2. Tisat Pre3byterios instriiet sesmions ta preparo as (1,11 ansivera se
possiblt ta, the qusestions sent don cii tht alato of religion earlY in
the yesr, en that rotutras tan ho miade to the Syaod Commuttet, by tht
Ifi ci April.

3. TIsat Prasbytsries adaise &Il sessions to divide tlîoir cositrega.tiens into, districti, and ta oh tala full and defi alto roturas on ammii>
religion and Christian lire la the bomne.

4. Tisat Presbytories do ail in tiseir powrer ta maintalîs tht -tanotity
of tise Sabbatls, and te urge upon sessions that tisey hriîîg heforo tho
Sabbath sohioole, parents, and congregations, tht necessity ci an rarl>'ilecision for Christ, the propor tilt of ail tht means ost gaco, and mnd-
vidual resporirbility regardlag aIl the scîsemos cr tie Church.

13ev. Dr. Smith, cf Port Hope, lu an oloquont addross, nsoyed tho
adoption of tis report, whcls wîa% seconded by Rot,. Mr. Abraliani, of

*Tiso next report tad was luit cf the camusittot, on Teiaporaxco.
This vas presonteti by Rey. WVin. Prizzelt.

The report, la eoeniug, statod tîsit Il duriug *le pasat year ciets
isivo trauspired %,vhroeh serve te throw light on the tons rance question
triroughout tis Province. Tho veo taken on tho ltiret o Jantiary
reveaie the plcasing tact tist teasporauce sentiment was stronger
titan tIse mnt ardent prohihitionist liait dared te hope. Tht splendid
mxnsjorlty of 81,769 was recorded la faveur of tht Imasedlate lsrisi-
bitlon hy 1mv cf the Importation, maaufaatusre, anti sale of Intoxicating
Ilior tas u everzgos' Rieni overy city throîghiso.t thse Province,

w h the sirniglà exception of Windsor, g ave a majority Ia faveur
er prohibition. Tarante, mîsics %Tas tfought tua ho the stroîsg.
holti a! tht traffio, declired by a nsajcrit et 1,403 that
the traia sisuld cesse. «Manitoba, Prince làdmard, !tiatid,
and Nova Scotia have ail spolie» tlsrolieh tht ballet biox ta
tise saisne efict. With four provinces cosnniittod te prohibition, and
dotîbtIes mioro ta fclow, ire cm» tuil say tht osstiook front a tenu.
prance standpoiut wss ncrer hotoro so bright. Tht prohihition atn
a îriig. Airesd'y his jroeceted rays are illumlnatlug the horizon

This prw coicrs ta Uavi bnightonod the vory toits of tht reports
fotthe afreat Preabyteries througisout tht boiinda. Ail thse Pres.

bytenles have reported, sud la mnt cases tht reporta arc fulli and
triconrsgissg. Special mesntion shaîsld, ho matte of the caro!ssily psro.
ared reprts rccived front the Preshyteries o! Peterborousgh, aiselph,
c'rantta i ta asy. Saine o the cotîvenera coinplalîs that it tesdi fil-

cuit teseus replies front aeory session, ssud would reînînd tht Syntsd
that ta long as reports ara calicd for b>' the Gcuerai Asscsnhly, over>'
session should ioyally reapend. Guelph Presbytes>' bolle the onviable
position ar having reccived a repart fronm ovr> session invithits Its
hcunds. 0»ly cisc session faileId te roer. In Satîgecîs Prtabyterv'
Forty.tma, out of fifty reportcd la Torosnto 1>..aytery. Tlrty-six
cul of forty-fcur ta Ormugoilîla. Tisoir sre sixtyivo regsilar clharges
ia tho Presbytery of Barrie, and sissiety.fit.s mniq.ion statiom,. Qssy
thirty.eight reports irero received front al. lit, Petoîboinugs tîenty-
thrte eut o! tiventy-fcur sessions report, and la Owen Soundl seven
onter thirteon. Yeur Preâhyteries do not stato th ise asaserof smesins
reporting. Yaur coniittee wNosild hemc voic tiseclinsig et saisie of
the Prs ytories' ceavoutera regarding tihe imsportance of oeory session
rcporting if statistica ara ta prove of muai service ta tie Ceactai
Assînubl>'. Fute qusestions have bin sont doma ta sessions this ycsr
tcr eoasidoration."

The third question iras as fol loas --
IlWhat do yen, regard as the tit îssetlsud of prevosstlng tis issd la.

crniinato salc and use ot intaxicating liquorsl'"
Tise committea reporteti on tlsin question as follaws:

I'Prohibition' la thse prevailing anauror ta titis question. Ail tise
sessions in the preshytenies ef Aigemas, Lindsay, Kingston, andi Oven
Sound regard prohibition as the boat method of preventsng tht iadis.
crinsinate saleanmd usa of intoxicsting liquars. Tht saine viei l
takion twenty.onuoeut cf twoaty-flve. sessions la Gueliph presbytery ;
b>' thirty.two sessions out or forty.tsvo lu Toronto; hy &Il but ont
session is Orangevilihi; b>' t -n in Sangeen; sud hy sixtoca la Barrie.
NWhltby «ives no fi gtunes, as tht fuît report b>' miatake irabstenta»n te-
the Gentai smi' convener on temjserànce. Amouug tht sesions
thaldo not commit tîtesiselves ta prohibition, ire have scnsottsods
as the3s sgested; ' Botter entoreinototlicoîsse lai.' lEdîscate
tiseyouth izi aur sehools and homes la tht îsrissciplcs of total abstin-
ence.' 'Let tht public conscience ho morsenlaightead on tht aubjeot.'
Ont session tavoars 'tht placing of tht sala of liquar ln tisa hands et
aaliried Goverient officiels.' Aaothtr suggcta 'higis licease.' Your
committee is gratificd, ta flnd such a consensus cf opinion la faveur et
prohibition as tht bast roothod of proventing tiha induscrimnaate sale
andi use ef intoxic.stisig liquors."

NVisi retoence te tieo question of tht legal enfarcement er prohibi-
tion, the repart et tht oommitte ias as fol] Oite

"' l na uunmatitiag tht viens of sessios on this quiestion, it ina>
be snid, the vast; iajorit>' are of opinion that prolhibitoiy nueuires
cauld bc entorced, mîsd that ont pople srauldegiva hcant>' moral sup-
port to officers la carrying thoseun t One Presbytes>' report volet
tise vicirs o! tht people ths: "Tse members and adhoeota of our
coogrogatins afo, altuoat; ta a man, quite confident that prohibition
exlaueogali>' on!oreed, and with tuent matisracton>' resulta, and tise>'
are ready ta givo moral support ta officcons la ontarcing it.' AnaUsier
maya :-1 Tisoro sScms te ho a geacral conviction that incb a lai cenld
ho entarced, and that tht pe-opIs, as a whole, would give strangimoral
support ta officers whoisaie honrstlv seoling te onforc tioe lw.
Baint vroutd mako thea appoluituniat of faithfiut aicrai, lit s>'ns<thy
iriti temperanco sentiment, a condition o! propor onforccmott Othron
spoali iits a geod doal o! caution, in vieui of <allures la uhopst ta

'enfore localoption.lawi. On tise whole, hourover, tise vicivsourmes.
siens take of tbls qudstion arc conouraginSlyoptimistio.'>

È40


