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Meetings of Synod.

Toronto and Kingston.

Tax Syntd of Torouto and Kingston mot in Westminstor Charch,
Toronto, on Tuesday ovening, when Rev. Samuel Houston, M.A.,
rotiring Moderator, preached the sermon, an eloquontand practical dis-
course, from Col, iv. 5: ** Walk in wisdom cvward them that are with.
out, redeeming the tiufe.” Tho theme of his discourse was the
treatment whioh thoso *‘that sro without” the Church receivo or
should receive at the hands of thoso within, A feeling of sclf.sacrifico
should bo cultivated, and a thorough Chtistian attitude should provail
in all dealings with them, At the close of his sermon the reverond
gentloman retired from his position, and Rev, Robort Fowlio, of Krin,
was alinost unanimously choson Moderator of the presont Synod. A
vote of }hauka waa teidered to the retiring Moderator, who mado a
neat roply.

The procoodings for the Synod wete thon read, and it was decided
that should any of tho business taken up be notfinished at one sitting,
{)h.t.;o new ftems shonld. bo begun until the former be wiped off the
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On Wednesday-morning Synod resumed.

The applications of 1hofollowing studont probationers for minis.
terial liconses wore nted :—For Kingston Presbytory—Mosars.
MolMitlan, Wilkio, MoKlexton and Rollins ; for Toronto Presbytery—
Meassrs, Tuft, Crow, Munn, Webster, Johnson, Watson, Lawronce and
G. L. Johaston, : .

At the requeat of the Prosbyteries interested the mission fiolds of
Haliburton and Minden wers transferred from Peterboro’ to Lindsay.

Tho overture prosented by the Poterboro’ Presbytery, recommend-
ing that some mattors be gdded to the usual Lusiness of the Synod so
3 to give the annual mesting greator interest, was-received after somo
disvussion as to whether the question shiould be immediately discussed
or not it was sent on to tho General Assembly.

A request from the Prisoners’ Aid Association that the Synod join
in the patition to be presented to the ‘Dominion Parlisment praying
for mach needed prison reforms was then takon under discussion, ftov.
Alex, Gilray moved that the communication containing the request bo
referred to & committee to be apﬁointed by the Synod.

Rev. D. J. Macdonnell took an entirely opposite view to that
evidently held Ly the majority of the members present. Ho considered
that the church went out of its province and jeopardized its influence
by dealing with details of legislation. Ho therefore noved in amend:
ment that * It ip- mot expodient for & church oourt to enter in tho
details of legislation.,”" This prison reform wight bo needed, be said,
but if the Church ineddled with it thoy would probably be asked bofore
lonito assist in obtaining woman sufiea

ev. Mr. Jackson, of Galt, deorned f:.right for ministerial bodics
to protest sgainat wrongs in high places. He waa of the opinion that
thoy should not atand asido aud allow toughs and ward-hoelers to in-

fluence leguls' on, .

Ror. Dr. Grant thought some line should be drawn. The less they,
as & bodyyinterfered in logislation the better.

There was a' vote thon taken on Mr. Macdonnell's aincndment,
which was defeatod, bir. Gilray's motion was adopted.

. Tc}&o Owen Sound appeal in re tho Keady congregation was dis.
mizsed.

1t was t§reod that the next regular meeting of the Synod be held
at Orangeville.. .. . .

Wednesday ovening ssdorunt was lergely attended by the public.
Mr. J. K. Macdons!d spoke briefly, but with much poiot and convine-
ing argument, on the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, Tke original
intention was to form a fund of £200,000. Of this amount §120,00
had boen subscribed, -

STATE OF RELIGION,

Nir. Brown, heume_r;g‘t the_Synod, also presented a favourable
report, which was received' and adopted, and then the Synod settled
down to the hoaring and discussion of reports on church wotk. Rey.
John Hay, convener of the committeo on thestate of religion, thon read
the report, which, in oponing, stated *‘ that returns have been received
fron? all Presbyteries within the bounds.,” Most of these reports are
very full and show that they have been. prepared with csro, while a
fow aro rather too brief to give an adequatc ides of what has been
done. The Prosbyterics of Whitby and Lindsay roport roturns from
all congregations in their respeotive bounds ; Saugesn from all settled
and from one vacant ckarge, and Orangeville from all scttled congro-
gations ; Guelph from twonty out of twenty-six congregations, and
Algoma two out of efght pastoral charges, But tho latter did not
receivo tho blank form of questions in time to obtain replies from
every congregation, Toronto reports ‘“ncarly all congregationa
sent veplics, and-Kingston reports ** mauy kirk sessions havo failed to
answer.” Tho Presbyteries of Poterborough, Barrie, and Owen Sound
do not ssy how many,-{f any, neglected to scnd suswers on stato of
religion, but no complaint is made, s0 we can believe that answers
havs beon sent inu!(? noarly all sessions. Tho actual state of roligion
canpot be tabuisted, and.yet the only way to arrivo at a fair idea of
the roligions life.in the Synod would be {or every congregation, sottled
or vacanty cspecially tho vacant, and sll mission stations to send in
roturns. Most of the reports are encouragiog ; while heie and thero
can be fouud evidenco of indiffcronce and partial failuro, still there is
testimony borno to the excollent work that hss heen done by
ovoted and consecr .ted men and women engeged in the ssrvice of the
Church, For &il which wo have iuch resson *“to thank God and
tako coursge.” o
Tho committes mado the following recommendations :—

1. That the "Syned rocord its gratitudo to Almighty God for the

2. That Presbytarios instruct sesaions to preparc as full answers as
possible to the questions sent down on thoe stato of religion carly in
the yoar, so that returns can be made to the Synod Committeo by tho
16th of April,

3. That Presbyterios advise all scssfons to divide their con}zreﬁn-
tions into districts, and to obtain full and delinite returns on {amily
teligion and Christian life in the howe.

4. That Prosbyteries do all {n their power to maintain the sanctity
of tho Sabbath, and to urge upon scssions that they bring beforo the
Sabbath soliools, parents, and congregations, the necossity of an cnrl(
decision for Chnst, the proper use of all tho means ofiuco. and indi-
vidual responalbility regarding all the schiemos of the Church,

Rev. Dr. Smith, of Port Hope, in an eloquent address, moved tho
adoption of the report, which was seconded by Rov. Mr. Abraham, of
Burqingwn.

TEMPRRANCR,

Tho noxt roport vead was that of the comwittoo on Temperance.
This veas presented by Rov. Wm. Frizzoll,

The roport, in opening, ateted that ‘' during tho past year ovents
have trauspired which serve to throw light on the temperance question
throughout the Province. Tho voto taken on tho first of Jannary
revealed the pleaaing fact that temporance sentimout was atronger
than tho most ardent prohibitionist had dared to bo[zo. The splendid
m-{orhy of 81,760 was recorded in favour of the *immiediste prohi.
bition by law of tho jmportation, manufsocturoe, and sale of intoxicating
lh‘luom as heversges.' Rven overy city throughout the Proviucs,
with the siugle oxception of Windsor, gave a majority in favour
of probibition. Toronto, which was thought to bo the stroug.
hold of the trafic, declared by a majority of 1,463 that
the traffic should coase.  Manitoba, Prince LEdward Islaud,
and Nova Scotin havo all spoken throngh tho ballot bhox to
tho aame effect.  With four proviuces comnmitted to prohibition, and
doubtless more to follow, we can truly “f tho outlook from & tem.
rorance standpoiut was never beforo so br 1{ht. Tho prohibition sun
s tising, Already bis Brojcctcd rays are itlluminating tho horizon
This prospect scoms to have brightoned the very tone of the roports
from the difforont Presbyteries throughout tho bonnds. All the &'m-
byteries havo reported, and in most cases the roports aro full and
eoconraging. Special montion should be nado of the carofully pro-

ared reports recoived from the Presbyteries of Peterborough, Guelph,
g‘omnto and Lindsay, Somae of the canveners comslain that it {s difli
cult tosecaro replies from evory session, aud would remnind the Syned
that solong asreports aro called for by the General Asscmbly, cvery
session should loyally respond.  Guelph Presbytery holds the enviablo
ggsition of having reccived a report from ovorg scasion withiu its

unds. Only ouo_session failed to ropor. in Ssugeen Presbytery
Forty-two out of fifty reported in Torouto Presbytery. Thirty-six
out of forty-four in Orangoville. Thoir are aixty.five regular charges
in tho Presbytory of Barrio, and ninety.five mission stations. Quy
thirty-cight roports wero received from all.  In Petorborough twenty-
threo out of twenty-four sessions report, and in Owen Sonnd seven
outof thirteon. Four Presbyteries do not state tho number of sessions
report.in%. Your committce would here voico the feeliugs of some of
tho Presbyteries’ conveners regarding the importance of evory session
reporting i€ atatistics are to prove of much service to tho General
Assombly. Fivo questions havo beon sont down to sessions thia year
for consideration.”

The third question was as follows :—

' What do you regard as tho best method of preventing the indis.
criminato salo and use of intoxicating liquors?”

The committes reparted on this question as followa:

** Prohibition® s the prevailing anawer to this question. Alt the
sessions in tho presbyteries of Algoms, Lindssy, Kingston, and Owen
Sound regard prohibition as the best method of preventing the indis.
crimibate salo and use of intoxicating liquors, Theo same vicw is
taken in twenty-one out of twenty-five sesstons in Guelph presbytery ;
by thirty-two sessions out of forty-two in Toronto; by all but one
acssion in Orangeville ; by t v inSaogeen; and by sixteen in Barrie.
Whitby gives na figures, as the full roport by mistake wes sent on to:
the Genoral Assembly’s convener on temperance. Among tho ss2aions
thatdo not commit themselves to prohibition, we have such methods
ag these aurgested; ¢ Better enforcowment of tho licenso law.” ¢ Educate
tho youth in our schools and homes in tho principler of total abstin.
ence.’ * Let the public conactence bo more enlightened on the subjeot.’
One session favours  the placing of the sale of liquor in tho hands of
saldricd Government officials.,’ Another suggests ‘high license.’ Your
committee is gratified to find such a consensos of opinion in favour of
prohibition as tho bost vacthod of preventing the indiscriminats sale
snd use of intoxicating liquors.” .

With reforence to tho question of the lcipl enforcomont of prohibi.
tion, thoreport of tho committeo was as follows :

1+ In summarizing the views of scssious on this question, it may
be satd, the vast wmsjority are of ollﬁnion that prohibitory measures
could be enforcod, and that our poople would give hearty moral sup-
port toofficers in carrying them out. Ouo Prosbytery roport voices
the viows of tho people thus: ‘*Tho members and adherents of our
con c?ﬁous afo, alinost to a man, quite confident that probibition
cmfe ogally enforced, and with most satisfactory results, and they
aro ready to give morsl support to officors in enforcingit’ Another
says :—* Thero secms to bo a general conviction that such & law could
bo onforced, and that the people, as a whole, would give strong maral
sapport to officors who weie honcstly secking to onforco the law,
Somo would make the appointmont of faithful officers, in sympathy
with temperanco sentiment, a condition of proper enforcoment, Others
spoak with a good deal of caution, in view of failurcs in tho-past to

blessings Ho bas voucksafed to the Church, and for the progress ad « enforce localogﬁon.hwn. On tho wholo, however, the views ourses~

peacs within onr bordera during the.past yeary, -+ 1

slonstake of this quéstion are oncouragingly optimistic,”
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