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The Fire loss in Canada in May, as our list will
show, \vas unîîstiaiiy iîeavy, thie total iltîsurance loss
beiîîg $600,340, abouit dioubl>e thie average ofpIrecedit:-g
four îuontls. Trhe llawkesbury, Z\Varren, and1
Katritie saw nîjiils cauisec SîoS,ooo ioss, the Peterboro
anîd Sarnuia flour mîills, S.;,6,000, and the conflagration
at Deseronito $i45,ooo. 'l'ie M. ay losses spoii1 thie rccord
of titis year, wliichi w~as so p)romniîiîg, the total to Nlay
beitig close uipou the figuirei for iS95j.

A German expert, after a careftul estimate, lias
aîttîoîtttced titat tihe total iength of telegrapli lines ini
te worid ks 1,062.700 tuliles, or wich Attierica lias
545,6n0 Muiles ; ]Eutrope, 280,700 ; Asia, 67.400; Afri .ca,
21.500, atîci Austrailia, 47,500 itiis lThe 17tiited States
lias a greater ieîtgti tititî aiy othier Cotitry, 403,900
tmiles, and Rîtssia cottles îîexcî altoîtghi Europcaît
Rîtssia lias otîlv Si,ooo mtiles. Tlte otiter cottries
follo'%' itt titis order: Gerîttattv, Frattce, Atistria-Hutt-
gary, Britisht Iidii, Mâexico, the Iiiiited Kiîîgdoitx,
Cantada, It-ily, 'Iurkey, tie Argentine Republic. Spai
and Clii. li point of proportion, itowvever, l3eigiuiti
leacis, witit 409 utilies of wvirc for every îoco square
utiles of terriîory ; Gernîany cornes Ilc-,t Willh 350 uiles
Holiaîid is oui>y siiglitly beliiitd Gerittaîiy3, and the
Untited Kingdoi litas 2S0 mtiles of telegrapli for every
ooo mtiles of counttry.

Insurance Commissioner Fricke iit lus last rep)ort
lias the followittg :" Tlte life itîsurance agent ks etttitied
to good coinpenîsationi ; lus work, rtquires a itigli order
of ititelligetîce, iiîtucli tiiotîglit, study- antd perseveratîce.
He is itot to be blaiiîed for the evils of rebating , il is
due to the tuetitod of coîttpeîstioît-tie couipelitioti
atîiottg the coîtîipaîttes for ttww busintess, cvetu if obtailteci
at lte expenlse of die olci. If, iîitead of aîtti.rebale
laws. comlpaffies were requtircd t0 state in ecdi policyl
lte exact auxounit of lte p)reriutttl wiiicli ittay bce uSCd
for expenlses, thte aluittltit tuot 10 lie fi.x.ed by law, but 10
be cleteriittied bly cadi cottiyiii3, the coiiiletitioît be-
tweeît cotlpaîties would resolve ilseif iito 1 delîottstra-
tioti as to whici couic contc'ct ils busintess ittost ecotto-
uiiicaily. l)ividettds %vouid itave a lie% or oid-tiitie

uieaiugesthiats no longer ineati disappoiutîmeut to
te inolicy-ltoldr-lie agent woutld receive a stîîaiier
first comttmissiont, anîd a larger rencewal itîrest, brokzer
age aîtd bonuises would cease anid rebate to be a tliiîg
of the past. VTe reîicdy lies witli the conipanlies antd
tiot wiit te agenîts, and te lau' slîould tiot i.e ittvoked
bo cure tt cvii for wiiicli the cotiipaiiieb alotte po,ý,ess
the reiitedly.'

This rnonth has been îuarked, by two litavy fires,
otte itn titis ciîy anîd te otlier ini Torontto. The ire at
i\essrs. M.\cKetdry & Co's dry goocis store occurred
oi te StI iîit., wiîthin at]looir ofdit place beittg closed
up eariy itn lte ev'eting. 'rThe suspIicioît is very stroîîg
thlat il -%vis sîarIted tniiiciolIv wilhlite ileiitît 10 t
volve te dIepartient mlore, ttext door, of Eaî.-tolt
Co., againtts witiclithuc is a stroîîg feeling owittg to
ils comtpetitive ittetiiocîs iîeing rmitous 10 sniicr btores.
'Vite intiratice ot lte stock i M.\cKeiîdr\ & Co. \vasý
as foliows : Lancashîire $2,.rco, Siti ZaoNriet
$5,ooo, National $5,cizo, uiion S7,000, Nor. Cîtion
s,oco, Royal $îTo,Goo, Coil. 17nioî 3 5,0oo, lcetth< of
Hartford $5.ooo, Coiitnecticuî$,ý,,oo>o, Scot. 1-iuionu $9.000.
Lonîdon aud Lanicashtire $,5,ooo, NIaiicltester $9,000,
Alliantce Sîo.ooo, Nortîterst $7.500, Lontdon Assurance
$j,ooo. Nortli l3ritisli & Melrcanltile $so,ooo, Qtecît
S,,00, \Iercaîttile $5,ooc'. Vite Latîicasliirelitad $-S,oco
ou building nti fixturcs, tuie Iiiioxi $,oo oit ftxtlure.,
te Norwicht Unioni $,coo 0o1 bi)liiiig, lte Royal

$5,ooo, oit fixtures, lte Liverpool -& Lotndont & Globe
$io,ooo oit tue building, aîîd tUic Wcsterît $13,oo0 01t
buildinîg. Thue total itîsuratice wvas Si72,ooo, the ioss
is estirnatcd at about $Soooo.

The fire ioss of the United States and Canada
for lte utonthl of Mlay, as cotpiled frontti le daiiv re-
cordS of the Newv 'ork, Commercial B3ulleti, shows a
total of $io,Giî3,ooo. Tihis is ttearly tiree mtillionis
n'tore liait thie stitu charged agaiîtst May-, 139)5. Tlie
foiiuwiiig comtparative table exitibits the losses duriing
the first five mtoîtis of the years IS94, IS95 altid IS96:

i8o4. 1S9 5. 1896.
Jikiîliary ................. oS4o ;l S>,a $ ,4,0

Fetîruary ......... ........ 11,29)7G0îo 6, 9,71a,tGO
Mardi ................ . 147,100 14,239t300 14oS39,&0)

..ra.......... ...... I1,4,1,000 t î.oiS,15< 1?,0t0,600
May ...................... i,777,SOO 7,761,350 io,6î8,ooo

Totails ........ ....... $,3.330,9)00 $57,274,600 $58,238,300

Iîriîîg lthe tiotti of NMay tiiere were iSo fires of a
greater clestructîî'etess tlian $îo,ooo ecdi. Tiiey inay
lie classifted as belon,

.,000oo t0 ;20,ow ....... ...........
-0,000 t0 30,000 .... ...............
.;0,000 10 50.,00O.... ............ ...
30,000 ta 75,000 .......... .........
7 5000 tO 100,000o...... .... .........

100,000 t0 200,COO ...................
200,000 10 47S,000 ...................

Total .............. ...... .... ....

72
2s
27
19
7

15
12

180

'rThe îîîost imtportantî fires last itioth were the follow-

Sain Franicisco, Cal., Icaîl rediîctiau warks .......... $300,000
Soisierset, Ky railrond propert> .................. 300,000
Asîtianîl, Wj liiîber dlocks aîîd otlier.... ....... 47S,ooo
-ait Pricisco, Cal., irait wçorks ...... ..........S'u.ra200,00>

Patursoît. N.J., mualt Isouse and alier ...... ............ 300,000
:(1(iîli IIoly, NJ.,arpî .i.... ...... .......... 200,000

L'Aîisc, ii., varloits .... ......... 260,000
Atlantta, Ga., liotel aîid business block .............. 340,000
'Washingtonî, D.C., buisintess block ............. .... 200,000
Davis, IV. Va., forest iresc......... .............. 200,000

1>'rîtOnt., îniiliig property ............. ........ 300,000
St. Louis, Mo., various ................. .............. 250,000

Vie fear lthe Julie record %viil bie equaily bad, the
itiotîith itavinig opelited ittost iniauspiciousiy.

PERSONALS.

Ti;ti. callcrs recutitly m~ltuu me wcre gilui to sec iicluded
Mr. L. A. Stewart, of Toronîto, Manager of United States Lue;é
Mr. li M. Sippruil, St. jalai,ý N. B., P'rovinîcial MIana er 0111ario

MtaiLifc; r.A. K. Blackauiar, Iîtsîraîîcc Departuicitt
Ottawa ; aîdM.C. R. hutrc, Secretary, Connecticutt Pire Ii
stîratice Comnpanty, Hiartford.

MR. lizà. B. Tàt,%vi lias resigtical bis position as Supctit-
tctîdetidcît of Agcstcics ofilie Suit1 Â~fc Aseurance (Uouilaiiy or
Catiada, ta take a sintilar omie wiLh lthe Traveiers' Iiîsuraiicc
Coînip.iiy, or lartrard. M.r- Tha-yer is . v,?uab)le acqîiisitioito
lthe Traivcicrs',, anîd lus resignatioii is inuch rcgretteui by the
Sit Lufe. Mr. Tltaycr'svork, wiillbe coinedt lahei Dominuion

of Cuada 'siix lea4q~rles ai Torulo. ltsny frictxds,
wisli bittai evcry prospcrity.

MR. Gi~tGtSM'oMtae of tc Royal Insuraîîcc Cotît-
paity for Cattauia, %Vas itarricd ont lte ttl ?ly ta %IissJcssic
Neffctt af Otîscats, Aberdecti, Scollaîîdit. Tlîcy sailed ont 23rdl
2Nay by .S Lucaut," alud arxived i M\outreazl on mda jtne.
.%r. Simtpsont was presentcdt shiortiy aftcr lîk ar-rivai hy lte stafT
antd city agents of lthe Royal with a vcry haîtdsouîc cabinet con
laitîing conipicle sets or silver atid cutlcry. The prescîttation
was mtade by MNr. Tily, lthe retireï Minager, now Residet
Director.


