
TRE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL.

A FEW WOP.DB TO à PREAOHfl.

Fîiti£.D D.--TI'co scems to derido the doctrine of ovolution, and
s nie to givo theo ano case of eue species becozinig anotiecr, aud

to point out the couuocting link hetwent tho man and inaukoy.
I raust confeas to saine surprise at a persan of tiîy intelligence
ashing stueli silly questions. Dor'L theo know tat nxature nover
takes sudden Icaps 1 that ail ber changea are the slowv growth anmd
accrotion of the ages 1 So graduai, quiet sud impercoptible, as to
seemi ever tho saine froni day to day, yot in muuming up and ceai-

paring tho resuit nt difféeont epoclis or ages, me,'fmnd straige sandj
wonderfuI trausformatimui. NVo blid a littie bahe ln aur arma to-

day-to-xnorrow it ie stili upparceutiy the saune, and t'a an rogl
eoverai to-mreraws, ecd day shewing noa percep)tible alterittion,
yet wheu wo look back alter a fow wecks we kîmowi it bas liîanged
Ycars pass ai?, aud still cach day 113 s yesterdoy, bit tsamuehow tlmo
chiid bua becoemo a man, fuiff grown and weil dovciapcd. Au ave-
lution porforîncd se graduaily that none sn'w ils daiiy progtesa.
'yct thero ivas a tiu1o whon, ini tho foetus of that child, ne scicutist
could disceru any diffcronco betwveen it and that of it fish of tho
son. Are net ail things evolutians ? science, art, religion, pi- i
esopliy, mechanics, vegetable and animal growths 7 Whnt tire the
present patent steaui plows but an ovalintien ef the eroaked sticks
of aur ancesters? What lu the M~g Carliss enggiue but an improv~-
meut of tho ton kettie of Wratts ? Wlibat lu tho great clack tlmnt
rius a undred yoars withaut %vindiug but an ovolution of
the %vater dlock, or tlie heur gluss ef a fo%' years ngo that
badl te bo turued ujIaidIO down overy sixty minutes. wVhar aile
aur woi.carding machines, with ail tiieir muitipiicity of cylindera,
rollera, 'whceis, boita and bauds, but su eo olutioii frami cardi:îg
witb tho thumnb anmd lingera, or with hand carda? 1 Mlat are aur
largo, flue applez of to-day but an evolntion freux tha littie, saur,
bitter crab ot the tre which gcGod aid Mother Evo, in bier deairo
for kno'wledge, robbed of a portion of lis lusrieus (1) bretliren 1
Wlmat are ail our bout flowera, fruits, and vegetables but evelu-
tions, hybrida, anmd improveuxeuts De we net geL our but. race-
herses by a proceu of ovolutiaul1 It is but a fewr yeara simca a
2:.40 herso vas tbeught te bave reaebed thao f e eqiino spccl;
but that lias becu se mucli surpassed that it la iînpouiblo uow te
gnon at what peint the maximum wiil ultimateiy bo fauund. Tho
lir8t mon walked au ail faours, as a baby new crops, but ovalution
gave thora Iightuing cars and swiftbaliciens,ana who shall szty that
they may netsoeaday outride tho winds themeoves? Oncoe n
bad ne real lauguage, but wore only able te uttcr cearse, uncou lml
sonna; now they eau cor-verse in softest, awcatost music througli
the telephione, and bo heard freux city te city, aveni an face te face.
And was any stop ef theso a Iesp froxu oe point to anathor-frm
ene epecies to anothcr 1 Nsy, li eh "Inuils of the godas" a themma-
aud mifieu of years are as but a second of time with us, and
theugli the "11missing links" may nover ail ha feîîud, yet tiant 'will
net disprevo Lio gmest fact that ail nature e u eoelutien ! %Nlcn
are but jut beginuiug to reasoii upen naturai principles. Tho
are juet drappiug the idea that goda did al, crcatcd al], and ineved
ail, and thereforo it xnay ho âges cru L'he scienice ef evohîitian wviliÎ
ha fully uxderstooP or explained ; buit ycar by year Lihe Iluîissing
lis" grow lm n id iles, thus proving wo are on the rigiat road,
while ycar by year your proofs and fhcýs, or 'whatyou once deeuied
Bach, grw weakor and weakor, Il suisier by de,-rees sud beauti-
fully laus' and your "lmming link-s" nierai and mare apparent.
Your God, Christ, Heaven and liell are provcd te bo uîyths. Your
Bible a beok eof aid fables, traditions sand dagmnas, with a patch-
work cf history, romance and praverba intcrnmixed, and your
churcli, creod, ard faiti only an ovolution fram. ancient Pagaulum
-and yet in theo face of ail this thee, pities me for my Ilfaithiess,
beipleas condition.">

Why mi frieud, I nover lrnow wlmat real happinese was Liii 1
becauno Ilfaithiess aud lielpiess," as far as ail goda, mytbs and
superstitiens are caucerned. But I uski n ail candor if it mus
Ilhopaiess" te beilovo that ail whio lire ara born to ho happy?1
Happy xmew anad lier, ana as long as ifco abiaetin b the i lu it
!' hoeled to belicivo that net ono poor iunfoitunato wilJ over be

lestl Net ane et ail tue millions andi quintillions of beings tiat
liave lived, de live, and wili live ou this, otir own beauitifîid carti,.
waili suiffer tho endiess torinents of a burning, broiling, frizzling,

aizziing heuI, ten tiie ton million tianes lietter titan sny Lire wva
eau coucoivo ai 1 la it net intoxnee1y solfieli ef aîmy one to rt"joice
in îli'>ir own salvatian wlien tbey kiioîv (?) tbat te gent nmajority
et tîmeso nround theiu are tîmus deonied i

Just fîuîey Liysolf living in a costly palace eurreuinded b%- Overy
imaginable source af ceimitait ai enjoyiiient, wh le ail Rreuud( out-
aide eft Liy hauppy homno are thîosig8 et starving, freeziaîg, 8uifemîîmg
anes, lendiiug, beggiaig nni bcaecchimg fer a crusbt et bread anti a.
drop> of water. Tlay grnamries; teenu 'avitia timeir loads, thy spring
guslies forth ita silvery fleede. Thmou lias il îlent.y for ail, yet set-
fiaiy lioar-ds it tip miser-like, aud reoeices that Vie lu Safo whiio
aLliers suffer !

M'lînc'er 1 take rny walku abroaci hou' maîiy poor 1 sc,
W'hît ah3 1 rcmicr ta uuy Gedi fur ail his gifts te me."

Yes, tItis zehfishî, egetistic tcoiiaig glows ln the beart et ecry
beh-belovr sd ai Ud-wrslij'er. Fur do they net tlîiik :mnd

c-y (lad bait oneugh fer ail, and cutild isiaka aIl virtueous, -0o11 and
hmappy if lie pleased ta e se 1 «Viiat virtue is iL t of ine or thiiio
titat we cr et ot emn auîidst tho alitina of semao gm-caL city and
rearet in vice snd imiquity 1 Nay, unry, tiik imet 1 envy tîieoj
auy imJee Liant are faîmmded upion suvil miiery as are the hiajes
ef fituri, iaplpiimcss sucli as time Christian f.iti eau give. 1 want
nana et it. (live nime the geod aid wa6rid jaîst as iL is-gerîmcd
by natuirea ineorable and unelhanging laws, aud I ivili ada1,t
mnysoît ta it a beat I can, and mnako thelio msLt it, aud an aniy
sorry ail otimors caneot seo as J sue and de as 1 do, se thiat tiîey
muiglit eîjay Lo the fullest life aud ail ils sjicndid apportumuics.

TÀok areîmnd theo ticitta of nature,
1'leasant accace, lmow richly gay;

Wliat a homie for cvcry creaturu
Dotà theo uiîivcu<c dIie~layý

Seo the earth ivith air emirmnmndcci,
Occami with '1er dIccp profound

Ail with liff and !Gy abouuiug,
Ilappy millions tal1 arounVd."-A»mrr Jf«rti&trt.
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llaviu'« been imeured hy a request frein the conduetars ociLime
FancTiraomîGT JOURNiAL that I a1io-dll become oe et the editeriai
centributors, 1 propoee lu a series of articles ns bi-bf as mny ho
consistent witix the cicarns uecessnry te the tamcible statemeatit o!
tacts, ta deal waith u rtain opisoes in tho Bible in imcli n mnuier,
as te expose tho fniiacy et the servile popularbelief ini timeir inispir-
ation. Sheuid the FanurnHOUcUT JOUNiAL bo fouud able, as je
deveutiy, te bu hepced, te hold its own against ortmedox violence
sud cauventienai cowardice, 1 waili beg, its ruadors, te cousider each
of the artickq., wahicm I propose ta lay befera theni, as eue et a con-
nected sertes; d~indte carrY eut a detinite systoin Of comsidera-
tien of certain salient peints of the B3ible, on soma ef wliich are
base;cd tho fundament-al dngmas of Lihe vulgar t1iteoegy, Nvhilo ailiers
disciose conceptions ofAmgt attributes, which shoulti cause tho
orthodox ta bInait fer timeir blianues, ignorance, and crcdiity.

It lu probable timt Lima exigencies, on tlhe eue baud, of deman-
stratien anmd illustra tion, and, ou the aLlier hand, cf space, xnay at
ar.y turne leavo a particular saibjcct tiufinished, in a single isue.
in sucli a cam th3 patience of tha reader is begged for the con-
tinuation. Bit iLla hoped thatatter saineromnnr-s on tue MaIsa c
casmageuy, 'whih iL may bo imperuýut net te curtail, feu' idi-
viduial subjocts wiil exceed Lteo r=aonabie liuita et a sigearticle.

Iu ardor that wae may cicar Lime ground for a fuir start, I desire,
iu tho first iustanîce, to record an osephatie protest againet tho
prsctiS ofe styling the Bible Ila book." In tia sonsa of boing


