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The ,Foreign Mission Field-Letter

from Rev. John Gpodwill.

Cape Lisbourne, Nov, IOth, 1871.
Mn. Enx'rot,-Iu1 my iast I stated that

wlion we arrived at Santo sve fouind thligs
la a pressy good state, but after a short
tirne, lîowever, wve sasv tîmat inatters were
considerably ebanged. The kiduappors,
who are alivays bout on miscliief liad
several vessels ou tise look-otut for natives,both after the Daqspring ioft and before slie
returuced agaus to Sauto. Some o? these
vessois bronglas natives back wvlo liad heen
asvay for somne yoars. These the white mon
have pnisoned ngainst; the Mission, ands
fllled witht liatrod against sus and liorror of
the worsbip, as if it wvas tise cause of all
that is evil ; hosides this, they aiso provide
thea with jire.arins. They are quite a
a terror to us, ns tisey are bout on ussoief,
even for n otîsor cause than. out of revenge
for the wvay lu svhich they were thexaselves
treated tby the white mou. Last year tiacro
was flot a iîssnsket on Santo. as fair as I
kunow, but this yecar tîsore is no scaroity of
thens, as tise siavers deai thexa osat iargeiy
lu puirchasîug natives. Santo was aiways
spoken of as a vcry populous islaud, but ut
the rate iii wvicli natives are carried off' at
present, it ivill soon, like some of tue other
islands of this grossp, be depopuiated. To
my o'vn knowledge above 260 natives have
beets takien awvay tîsis scason from, our neigis-
bourlsood, and that is noslaing "owa is
taken awsay fromu otîxer parts. Withuîs the
iast four months aso less than 24 vessels
auebored in our harbour. It is o? very
littIe lise so bo scnding ont naissionaries to
thos islands, exhaussing tise funds of the
chureli, if the slave traders are to continue
their trafio. It %vonld be botter to send
missioîsaries to the Fijis or to some of tise
other islands to whicli the natives are taken:
there would bu less danger qf life and that;
is no srnail considoration.

One of tiiese vossels brouglit Influenza,
and as a natural eonsequence, ,ve lad a
great (Ical of sickness and many deaths.
The natives imagine tlaat tIse disease-makers
are at work, and are killing tise peopie, and
say thoe ivili ho iar. Thore lias beon a
great deal of cama, and as tîsis is also at-
tributed to thec mirascle-muakers, it is no
snmall cause nof vexation, as tiaey are pre-
vcfitcd fruns putting ln their yamns, &c.
Tlacro is a, bayang amnong tIse natives that
noue are dying excep s those ivho do not
attend the %vorship). 1 attend them and adi-
ininister maedcine as tIse cases require. NVe

feci thankfui that we five so far aw-a,, froaaI
the towni or villages, as the natives o1 not
bury their dcad for 100 days. The dead
are kept in their bouses. Yois can easily
iniagine tise effeet. The large blark ilue.'
are horrible. They foilowv the natives lin
swarmns wherever they go, so that NMe are
very nsuch annoyced by tîsose pests when
the natives corne asear us. Eacli individuai
of a farnily in which a deasth takes place
must romain ivithin doors for five tlay,
and no person under the chief lu wbose
district the deatis takes place is allowed to
cas anything that is cookcd on lire unsil
the filsietîs day, on whioh day thcy nmake a
feast i l onour of the dead, presents are
givea to ail tise relations of the deceased,
ani if any one of' these ho flot satsied wsith
his portion, ho lias a riglis tù demnand inore
by a deciaration of Nvar. Whet. a perçon
is expiring a great ialo is mnade by blowing
slieils and. making a grent noise, so as to
prevent; the spirit of the depa-eted from
going aivay too flis; and in particsdar rte
spirit of a chie? is thus detained, as it iï
supposed to enter luto some one of bis sons
or relations, who is to becorne a chie? aadl
sacrod mnan. They aiso plaint Yaxns, Taro,
&e., around tise graves for fond for tuie
spirits of the departed. Ail the peopîle of ai
vicinity la which a porson expires aire verv
exact in flot; being out late iu tise day.
Tlsey are very mucîs afraid of the Ilanar,
or ghosts; but as tlsey have ixnauy super-
stitions notions, and do many things about
tise dead whichi I do flot; understand, yet,
therefore, I ha<l botter atot say any more
about this saîbjeet until I arn a litie more
inisiated into tiiese secrets. Oue thiug 1
May, hiowever, state, that; before sheyl inter
the romains of tise deceased, tho frieuds are
very carefuil la seiecting the best of the
boues for their spears and arrows, which
tbey barter away to any one wvho buys
thern.

Trhe wvhite men succeeded ln corrUpxing
the îninds of some of our peop.e while 1
was awvay ln Aneiseîxm. Our bigla Chief,
who took a gond deai of interest lu the
Mission last year, oaa oniy be brouiglis out
to the worshir, this year by giving hlmi
preseati. Hie runs to every vessel that
cornes, to sec what; ho can ges froia tlie
tra(ders. Natives are very changeable anfi
fiekie, as wveil as exceediugiy greedy. Tlie
more yon give thein, the more tev look-
for, but tlsey take very gond care anid give
you very littie la returu, but stei fromn yeon
evcrthuaig they oan get holà of. If thcy
cau get awvay ivithout your seeingl thon,9
they cornpliment themselves on their gondl
fortune, and heartiiy enjoy themselves.

Our Eracore usail, who camne on sî'ith us
as a teacher, committed a great mistake;


