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able-bottied nme between the ages of sixteen and sixty, is stili the

fundaiental principle aif Er'glis law, both common law and
statute law. It lias been. obaeared by the permejiouB voluftary
principle, whieh, in the much-abused narne of liberty, han shifted

a universal national duty upon the sboulders of the patriotic few.
But il, hes neyer been revoked or repudiateiu.

It iis flot natiz>nal service, but tle volu.ntary system, that is
un-E nglish and unhistarie. The Territorial army dates from
190O - the volunteers from 1859; the regular army itzelf only
frora 1645. But for a millennium before the oldest of them the
ancie~n. defenee of England was the Nation in Arins. Wiaen wilI
it 1be 80 againf

EMPLOYMEN7 0F PRISONERS 0F WAR.

A statement in an Ameterdam riewapaper that the French
pri8oners of war working in the coal mines have gone on strike.
on the grour.d that the work which they h' heem ordered ta
performn was against the interest of their country, will cal
attention ta the principles of international rnorality in reference
ta the eniployrnent of prisonei's of war. It is indispitable that
sucli prisoners may be eniployed at work not unsuited ta their
condition anîd n,-' direetly' hist i1. ta their own anny or country.
and this Bluntselhli coûistrues into an authorization for their
employment. on distaiit fort ifications--a dlaim properly (-on-
dernned on p-inciple. Prisoners should nal be employed ta
st.engthen their captor's niiitary position, for this tends ta
release a corresponding numiber of bis moldierg for service ai. the
front. The mn, nmodern prnictice 'bxfnstheir labour ta what
contributes to their own weltare. Tht H-ague rules autharize a
State ta uti!izc the labour of priaoners of war aeeo-ixdiig ta their
rank and aptitude. Their taskg shall not bc excem.ive and ç4hall
have nothýiig ta do with military aperation. Prisoners niay be
authorized ta work for Mhe publie service for prîvate persans,
or on their own account and work done for the State shall be paid
for according ta the tariffs in forée fer i'rq of the national
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