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THE BREHON LAW.

passed in Kil-

As the Anglo.Irish legislators, by a statute
wicked and

thlr:lga]l)n I’§67, denounced the Brehon Law as
Nowy le”: as Edmund Spencer, of “ Faerie Queene” re-
, asserts that it is in many things “repugning quite both
such q ) as to it Sir John Davis a.tt'ributed
Never f Sola'tlon and barbarism in Ireland, “as the hke. was
anq a; een in any country that professed the nzn:ne of Christ ”:
holdel; jthe n'Otable assembly of American Irishmen lately
With th m Chlcagé, after threatening to persecute England
study 0: utmO.St .I‘lgor of their power, strongly advised tt'le
ous of ObGE}el.IC llteratu‘re, we, piqued by curiosity, and desir-
0 injyr taining favor in the eyes of those who have power
Platioy, ((:;‘ naturally devote our spare moments to the contem-
ime ang those laws, which after surviving the ravages of
Stantiay) of Saxons, Danes and Normans, remain to-day sub-
y what they were more than a thousand years agone.
Mygt ieng_e told that t‘O Prf)?erly present them to others we
“the 1'1rklbe the Gaelic S.pll'lt:. to some extent, otherwise it is
he Gz;el‘ and not the n{ghtlngale ". that a heart attuned to
ime 44 11C pulse, and a n‘llnd capable of understanding (fm: the
o, if WeaSt} the Gaelic mode of reasoning, are r'equu‘ed.
eir g e fail, our readers must blame our grandsires and
My I),(OH blood, a.nd not ourselves.
aw, hz;_ awrence 'Gmnell, of the Middle Temple, barrister-at-
readablz l'ately given to the world a most interesting and
aws__ lmtrOductlon to these ancient laws: (The Brehon
emplea sgal_ hand-book, by Lawrence Ginnell, of tl%e Middle
rieﬂy’ arrister-atlaw, London. T. Fisher Unwin, 1894).
egislétyet clearly, 1}6 treats of their existing remains, the
ion of 1Ve. Ass.embhes of the olden days, and the classﬂ:]ca_
1aw\thSOC1ety in Ireland—the laws of distress—the crlm,lnz.ll
Tue, 'tise law of mefrriagfe—fosterage and contracts. "Tis
Ppearg tplt% pity ’tis, ’'tis .true, however, that.Mr. Ginnell
Passiy 0 have been suffering acutely, while his book w.as
naleg lthrollgh .the press, from an attack of Angloma.ma.
the pag}? treatise it seems out of place to be hurling assegais at
ydermatous Anglo-Saxon, Yho does not know he is hit.
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