
the higher latitudes, than il. is in the interior, or iii corresp>onding

latitudes on the ,\tlantic coast ;this is easily explaincd and understood

when the natural forces productive of this milder temiperature are con-
temn1 lated. Th'le musbt important amiong tlîem is a thermal current

resemhbling the G3ulf Szreamn in the Atlantic. Tlhis current, known as

the Japanè se or Kuro Siwo, ha.; its origin Linder the equator near the
M, olucca and IPhilippine Islands, passes nortiward along the coast of

japan, and crosses the Pacific t< the southward of the Aleutian Islands,

after th)rowingl, a liranch throtugh l3ering Sea, iii the direction of Bering

Straits. 'l'le main current stri!*Ies, the Queen Charlotte Islands, whcrec it

divides, one branch going south alonOg the coast of B3ritish Columbia,

while the other tui.r' northward towards Sitka, and thence westward to

the Kadiak and Shuinagin ilands. The comparatively warmi waters of

these currcnts affect the teniperature of the superjacent atmnosphere,

which, absorbing tic latent heat, carrnes it to the coast wvith ail its

mollifying effects. Thus the oceanie and atmospheric currents combine

inii iiti«atingý, the coast climate of .\Iasla, and the process is greatly

aided by tie configuration of the extremne northi-western shores of the

continent, backed as they are with an almost impenetrable barrier of
Iofty niountains, which holds hack fromi the interior thc warm, moist,
atmospheric currents coming in fromi the ocean, deflecting at the sanie

time the ice-laden northern gales coming froin the intenior.

The force of these influences as iiiitigiat iin the coast clirnate of
Alaska becomies evident. %vhen, it is stated that the nican winter tempera-

turc of Sitka is nine degrees highier than that of Halifax, although Hali-
fax is neanly 900 miles funther south than Sitka.

Lt is obvious that with tie presence of tiiese warrn, nîoist, currents,
precipitation must be great, and so it is. The greatest rainfaîl on the
continent of Amnerica is found on its nortlî-west coast. The maxinmum

recordcd anntial lîreciîuitatioîî is 134 inclies, or a little over eleven feet.
licre in Ottawa we have about three feet, and tlîinlc ourbelves fairly wcll
-3upplied at tînt.

It is not alone tie excessive raiîî tliat makes the coast of Alaska
sornewhat undesirable as a )lace of abode, but tic rain tîat does flot
conie down, the nîist and fog. The nunber of days in a year on which


