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interest in the society at its headquarters by continuting to furnisbl suchi
excellent programmes for our- evening and afternoon lectuire courses,
this interest will graduaily npread to the reniotest lirniit, titi presently
we shall find the littie society in Otbtawa a gatbering, centre for
information fi-on) ail parts of the Dominion, concerning wic aspect,
of the question 1 rnav have soinethingy further to say presently.
Thougli r regret tha, owing, to absence 1 was uinable to be present
at but twvo of vont- excursions, 1 an) glaëd to, know that throiighout the.
season they were markedly stuccessful], hotht in the ntimlei-s attending
them and in the grently increased interest nianifested in the sevetial
scientifle t)ranche-s %vhich wvere clisciissed. 1 thifflk, therefore, on the
wvhole, the clb bas great cause to lie proud of the work al.ready ilccomni-

plisbied, and, jiidging from the progm'ess of the ]ast two vears. it cam
scifely ha predicted that before the next decade, at the present rat(> of

gvrowtb, this society wlvI ha the largest and1 moist infliuential seientific
body on the Amierican continent. To some this may seemi a f.ir-fetchied
notion, but, 1 think, if wve look at the composition of the club as it is
to.da',, wvitb its long Iist of naeamong 'vhichi are those of rnany
men dlistingishiled for scientific attainiments in every hranch of Natural
HEistory, bulb at borne and abroad, v'ou wvil] ail ngree wvithi me that. the
1.eaIlizltioin of this ambition lies entirely within ourselves. M1d whl
should, it not he ?ûlzd' Wbyv should net Ottaiwa, the centre of
legisiative andi political influence-, the most important cîty in niany
respecls in the Domninion, the seat also of the largist purelv scientific
st.IW in the Countryv. as wveIl as of the RoYal Society, with it-s several
imiportant instituti nis of learning, be also the Ieadquarters of the
largest and inost im1)ortzant scientific society in Canada, as 'veil 1 I
fir-ci. l 1believe. if wp î:ursue the p.roj:r niethods3 to this end and (Io not
allowv our zeal to flag, 'va shall sec this aim acconiplislied. By enlarged
nieil.ersliiip we serlire effIrged nmeans, and %vitm increamse<1 mieans
gn.-atelr facilities for pu'iilication and exte-ndefd influence. 1I(do not
knlo% of anly Society or- scienitific instituition anv'4iere, eithier in this or
the adjacent greait country of the United States, wbich. for the srmall
sunii of Dise dollar a year. prov'i(1e- sucli an arnoutnt of vaîniable informa-
tion, hoth in its lecture courses and il) its publications, as the Ottawa
Vield-Nzitiirali.ts' Club.


