
SOIREES.

Thirbd.-'rlic third meeting wvas hcld on .3 st .January, aud %vas
(Icvoteà to the discussion of botanical subjeets.

Mr. Fletcher rcaid the report of the Botanical Section.
MrtBllantyne thien gave an i ntercsting account of somne observa-

tions inade on the duratioîi of the lbaves on Our varionis sp'',.ies of ever-
grreen trocs. WVith tie wlhitepine (Plieis slrobuVý hoe had found thatas :.
raie the needies remained on the troc abouit 1S unonths. Leavos producel1
in the spring- of 0one year full in the sumuniier of dhe followviing one, so that
the life of a, piuîe needie 'vas twvo stmnmoiirs and one winiter.

111 the S)ruicès the beaves reinaiuîed on1 tie trees for a1 ilutch loniger

l)eriod, lie c~sdrdseven ycars to be aout the leingth of thecir dura-
tion. Thie Canadian Balsain F3ir not quite so long, fouir or five years
an<] the lleilock a, stitl shorter time, probald onily thire e ars.

Tlie ceilars wvera rather more difficultt tunoesad They seeuicl
tu drop thieir fluage throughiout the year aid iot at anyv special soason.
In this case it 'as xiot. the semirate scales whlui feul but sunail twvigî
droppe.l ofl1 The inaenoercoiffer, of euu'-se, is decidutolns, and
drops its Icaves evcu'y autuunuii.

M.'r. Fletcher spoke of the lengUli of lire of the ncdies cf Pic.-.(
Si1clien.sis, the 'Mcnzies spruce wvhicl lie hiad found on Vaneouver Island
growvin- to a hei«ght of not boss than 40 feet and stili rctaining tho shiarp

stif i needies ou tho stem, so that it . Lvs ver I uncom toutLhbc to cliunb 111
it, to procure the coies.

lu -tnswcer to a question hoe cxpbal)ined tluat the cause of the falling.
of the louves of deiduous trocs 'vas duo to the graduiai deposition of
inatter in the passages and the lignification of the petiobes so that
they could no longer perforai thecir functions.

Mr. Ballanr.yne's addrcss Nvas followed by the exhibition of -a col-
lection of Autainferas bclozigimg to ',Mr. R. B. '\Vhyte. 3.Flot-
cher dro'v attention to several specimneuns belongring to generat ropresented
ini our Canadian flora and showed tuie advantages of hiaviing specinions
froni ail parts of the 'vorld, if we wvanted to thoroughby undorstand any
farnily of plants.

A pap)er by Mr. IL .M. Ami wvas read uupon the varicty obtu.silobat«
of Onocica senizlbi1is. Tie wvriter conisidcrcd it mneroly an occasionai forni


