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of the family, namety, tbe Purpie Miarti, Pri.p subi. k is also

the darkest of thein ail, looking black from, a distance ; but in

reality it is of a glossy steel blue ail over, except wiags and tait.

which are duller. This is the one also showing least fear of man,

inasmuch, as it takes Up its abode right ini the heart of e'ven large

cities, and is not frightened by the noise prodiîced by trains, Street

cars and wag3ns in our busest thoroughfares. At Ottawa 1 have

noticed colonies-for they atways ncst in colonies-at the Canada

Atlantic Railway freight sheds, on Rideau street and in other places.

Its song is a mclodious cbuckling, twittering. It can be casily

distinguished front Blackbirds by its more gracefiat gidiug fiight,

its shorterg little-forked tait and its notes. It takes kindty to bird

houses provided by man ; but they must be made large enougb to

* afford icoon for several pairs. Their nesting near one's home

should bu encouraged by ail means, since they do away with an

* immense number of files and other pests.
The beginring of N4ay brings two more Swallows, the Barn

and CRU Swalows, and these two need clouer inspection than the

Birut te separate them. The lovable Barn Swallow, Cbdiùu

eD$AugW~Jcan best bu told by the dupl» fiuikd lai4 the only

SwalIow baving tais ; in Uight, however, it keeps the tait closed,

Uic. the next best characteristic is that the under parts are eatùw4y

bu.wm, the whole upper surface steel blue. The song is a merry

* - twittcring. Thic nest is bult of mud under the eaves of barns, etc.,

sometimes in tticm. It also sboutd bu protected by att means,

because it is a friend te, the fariner o. accouut of its great insect-

desu Ptro"me propenstis
The Clii! or Eave Swalcw, Pelrheia mf/Ws, may at

finit sighât bu confouodcd wuth the preceding species on account of

the gencral tikencss in iize and colour. But it bas not that deepty

forked tait. Furthermoreg its Imh.d mu uwMtit and Uthe upper

tait coverts are tigbt brown or ycllowish. Otburwise, it iu also, steel

bIse above and brown on throat and breast ; but the betty is white,

not browa tike in Utne Barn Swatlow. So. wben you sec a Swatlow

fiyiumg away front you, that bas a Ug* sd or am bd"umOeu cboe

«Wnd i put it down as a Clii! Swattow. Iliis naine rcaity holds

good no longer; for it bas ini most places adapted ituelf te civitliza-

tion, building Usi mud neat no more aqainst the si"e of duils, but

lie!


