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the head in Ganoids, betwveen the eyes and the gis, possess a f'ew
gi-filaments, and hiave flot Io-st their branchial funiction. There
is no accessary or opercuLar guI, sucb as we find in the Sturgeonl
and Lepidlosteuts on the pasterior face of the hyoid archi ; but a
pseudobranchia distinct fromn a truc opercular gi accurs. In spite
of its name Polyodlot lias no teeth. They are present in the vounig:
but disappear as the fish grows. It is said to frequent onlly the
dark and deeper parts of the rivers and lakes wvhere it occurs, and
botlb on accounit of its structure and habits is a singular type
amongst fishes. t hias, as already pointed out, mlany exceptional
features distinguish ing it fromi its Ganoid allies, and would neyer
be ranked by anl ordinlary observer with the Sturgý,eoni, the Bow-fini
(Ami:) or the Bony Pikîe or Bili-fish (Lept(dos/eis) of aur owvn
waters or wvhh the Polypicruts of the Nile and Senegal, or with tic
African Ga/amiýoiclillys, from Calabar. To the scientific eye thcy
ail helong to one group, one of the niost intcrestilig groups ini the
wvhole range of Zoology. The Ganoids on the one liand possess
features of the Shiark tribe (e.g. the manly-valved conus arteriosus,
the hieterocercal tail, and the intestinal valve), w'lile they exhibit
features wvhich are equally typicai of the Teleosts or Bony Fishles,
viz.: free pectinate guIs, anl operculum, a permnanent niesoilephros,
and Uhe production of smaii sphierical eggs in considerable quantity.
They are a generalised type of fishes, and of great antiquity, as
gealogical evidence demionstrates. H4ence thei r maorphological
and pakl-uontalaglicat importance.

SAI.SOLA KALI TRAGUS.

A few specimens of "Russian Thistle" were found. this sum-
nier by Mr. W. T. Macoun, the Horticulturist at the Experimental
Farni, in a field of Alfalfa sown last year. The Aifalfa seed wvas
purcbased in Ottawa,"but though the "thistie" lias ripened its
seed there ks lia d.-@- er of its spreading or becoming, the noxiaus
wvecd it ks ij *«e wvest. It i.. only an the prairies tlîat it is ta be


