
iinc, as the said Confession was received
and approvcd by an Aet of' Asscmbly
1647, SMs 23 ; 811d iikOlwise tho Whole
doctrine containeci in the Lai gr andi
Siiorter Catechianis, compiled bvý the
uanie Westminster Assenibly'; ta ha
m~uded. upon the word of God: And do
voni aekiioledge tluc- saiul Confessionu as
the Confecssion of vîotir Faidu : and i vill
vûi througlî grace, jlruidy and consîantly
fidlere to the doctrine of lie said ('lonfes-
sauîi aîd Catechisns, aznd Io lthe ulmnosi of
yuirpower, assert, maintiain, and defend
the saine; against ail" &c? Tluat this
lîngtuage was employed as meanine-~
what itso distinctly expresses-au de
rence ta, the enuire doctrine of the Con-
fession ai Faitb, is put beyond the possi-
bility of doubt, by thec way in avhich the
Associate Presbytery express theniseives
in their Anstvers ta Màr. _Nairn. Thuis
Mlr. Nairn, wha bad been adunitteà into
their body, and who, ivas piaced aver a
coiregation at Abbatshai, adopted the
views ivitb respect ta, the existmnoe civil
government otf the British empireJwlîieth
are entertained by the Reformed Pres-
byterians, ta ivhom he afîerwards joined
hitnseif. The differences betweea hlmi
aid theAssociatePresbyîtery Nvere brought
out in connexion with their proceediings
about renewing the Coverianis. Hie
was dissatisfied with a sentiment *tvhb
they haci expreszýýd in a pariieular para-
graph ai'their acknowledgnient ot'bins;
and, aliter saine proceedings, having giv-
en in a paper con taining the reasons ai
bis dissent, ho separated frara the body.
The Presbyte-ry, in. tlacir answvers ta
these reasons af dissent, take notice ai a
partieular glass whieb Mr. Nairn liad put
on thse fourth article of tihe twventy-tlaird
clapter of te Confession aof Faith, and
urI" 4. The wlwle Confession of Faith,
aid consequently the passage afi ilnow
pointed at, ivas received by the Churcb
of Seotland as trut li, anid tlîat anong us ;
wlith appears froin thec Act of' Asscuably
(August 27, 1647, Scss &2"), beariiig ibis
ý.ause: 'fTic Geiaeral Assenbly do.lî
thereiore, afier mature deliberation, a-
gree unto andi apprave thse saiti Coutè.s-
ien, as ta the truili of tine matter ; andi
also as ta the point af unit'ormity, agreis-
ing for aur part, that it ho a conion
Lioffession ar i Faith for the tiaree king-
doms."'

Thnis staternent ai partieulars may be
tiresonne and distastetut ta sanie, but it ici
Lecesary in order ta do justice ta a
qiuestion wbicb is important in itteif ; and
! i neccssary in order tai do justiue ta
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the character of the Free Synod ofiNoya
Scatin, wvho, hiaving expresed their con-
cîîrrence in a Bitais of Union froin which
thoy bave no wish ta resule, are held up
ta rcproýbation and etorn, as if they bai
been acting insiticerely, by the vory par-
ties whlo, afier protessing ta, adopt the
saine Blaiis, doe iot iii point ai fact ad-
hierc ic it. This statenient shiews, tao,
how litile Mi- Trotter cauld have known
ivhat lie ivas ivriting about, 'when, in bis
first Letter, as f'ormerly quoted, lie sitys,
"Ibe Chureh i Scotand in August, 1647,
Sess. 23, recciveci it (the Confession af
Faith) wvith certain specitled exceptions
and limitations; and the Secession Church
froni which we are clesce nded, and'ivboae
principles we protbss, baus at every revi-
sion of ber subordinate standard, down
ta the las&, proclaimed lier adh.erence ta
it ivith the very sarne exceptions and li-
mnitationis." In direct contradiction ta
ibis confident assertion, the documents
which have been qnioted show thiat the
Church of Scotland received the Confes-
sian of Faitb without exception, thcy shaw
that the firsi Se-ceders knew that the
Chiurcli of Scotland haci recoived the Con-
fession of Faitli citout exception, and
they sliew that these first Seceders, in
adhlering to, tbe princi les of the Church
ot* Scotinc, aýans tC moderate"I pre-
vailing inajoritiei" of' that day, in like
manner reveived the Confession wùhtout
exception. liad Mr 'frotter beer. a lit,
dle better informed on the subjeet, he
waould perbaps bave ret'rained from ques-
hionin 11 he menibers ai the Free Synod
o' xNozVa Scotia as lie does, wvben, in a
tone wlîivh lie lias ia riglit ta assume ta-
wards theni, lie says, 11 Do you, or do you
iiat, rect-ive tu Conftession of Faith with
the exceptions and liiuitaîious witb tvhieh
it is received by the Church of Seat-
land ?" In anc setise, indeed, lie is
quite riglit iii thinking that, if îhey an-
swer at ail, thcy inusi. saýy, Ycs; focr, as
the Genei'al. Asseuably Of the Cliurch. of
ýScotlaiîd diti, in 164 7, so do thcv rcoivo
i he etitire doctri ne of* the Confession : but
-what is to be îhought ot'the man wlio, at
the vers' tinie wlien lie adiniîs, with res-
pect to liaiscif atid lus brerlirei," -1oiv do

oi reccive t/ce entire doctrine office Con-
fession of Faih," v'entures ta say, "I1
know tbat you mutit say yes, if yuu an-
swcr ai ail; and it' yau di) so, 1 beseech
)-ou in. thc naine ot'all that isi fair anîd ho-
nourable iii conaîîct, to attempt no more
ta excite the prejudices of the ignorant
agiainst us for doing pî'ecisely the saine
t iug"! Let the reader say wlîo il ià


