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Th~'1e qiieerest and1 quaintest town iii the continent is the rock-thronied,
vannon-girt citv of Quebec. It lias noune of the conirnionplaco -etngia
clîaracteristics of' most Aiinericau cities. BMilt on a nîi.0ity rock, on otio
of the g-reatest water-ways in tiai wiîrld, it îs .sirro-.indud( by natural
barries or lîrecip)itîns clfand by wail andi parapet, bnîttress andl brenst-
%vork titat iake it more îperfectly fortified tlîan, perlîdps, is any otiier
city in tie wort(. lifialuited by a peoplic, the rnajority of wlîoni differ
i» langua>re, vustom- and religion froi the people iliat norninally ruie
them-crookeî streets and narrow lanes, picturesque with the varied
architecture of thiri. cenuries; contact of new and oid everywhere;
seveîiteentlî century resideuces, tiiick-Nval led, donner- windowedl and
many-gabled, eroied upon and overshadowed hy great piles of modern
iron-columned business bouses ; caris of the same cluiisy desitus and
lueavy material as wero tiiose xîsed by .11 e Breton peasants liundreîls cf
years ago, alongside of lighit and graceful carniages of the latest design:
the lîoarse soîîîîî of an excursion on steanier's wvhistlo and the rattie of
the railroad cars îigi witli the chinies of clîurcli beils-belis that
wore, canillo in davs cf 01(1 and tlîat once boorueil out the thunders of
wvar in louder tonies than th(ise in wich thoy now cati mon tO worship of
the l'rince (if Pence.

Yes, an oli andi outré place is thlis, and cotumns and cýolu-.iins coula be
IilIed 'with a descnTiptitîn of its many interesting feoaturcs. Away Up hero, 1
ait (in 1>uffenin 'l.errace. a hroad esplanaide, lKerc)îed more tua» 1121f way up
the sie of a gigantic rock, that is crowned with the greatest of ail the
citadets over whic)î floats the Red Cross of Englanîl. loolkingr down far
helow, 1 sec Uic greaît tide of the, iiiglity St. Lawrence, sweeping around
the jîroniotory, freiglited with crafts of ail sizes, frein the srnall ranuoe to
the great xnan-of-war. Here, close insixore, a thire(-îleckedl pas:enger
steainer is going to MeIntroal; over there is a big ship hound for Liver-
pool with timber, and bovond is the United States man-of-war Galena,
carryiîîg the euly Anianican flag to be !seen, except the eue that floats
over our owit craft vonuler uxuter the slîadow of the cjiff. 1>own, 200 feet
Iîelow, by the watersaex.e are houses, on the r-o-fs of whuich one coula
drop a ieut;crazy oli lbouses, weathcr-heaten and staineul by the hand
cf time, are iosi, of there. It was along Itat narrow 1»eachi below, that
in a sno-ws-torm many y cars ago Montgomery <'aine to meet ATnoid and
mnake joint attack oun the city ; buit tlîrouglî the blinding snow carne a
bullet, froin this ledgq?-e up) tere, aîi .Montgomnery never met Arnold. Ah
nie! wlîat rornancît andl w)îat tragedy hiave this great rock and that,
wiîte river been the scorie of. Wliat me-ixories of strife and bloodshed
and great men's names corne to me as the twiliglit stîadows the waters.-
J. AI iory Knox.
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