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One of the men who contributed flot a littie, thougli, perliaps,
unintentionally, to extend flue Reformationi in Europe and England,
wvas the great schiolar Erasmus. His Greck Testament wvas
used as a. mighty lever ini the bands of the fomienters of that mrove-
ment. It has been said that «"Erasmnus laid the egg« and Lufher
liatched it."-

The next great social convulsion uvas iu the xSflu century,
nan-ely, the Frencli RevroIution. Chief among- its causes was the
anarcluistic character and spirit of French philosopuy and litcrature.
French philosopuy at this time xvas sceptical andl revolutition ary.
The narnes of the great w'riters, Rougseau anci Voltaire, suggest
at once its prevalent tone and spirit. Rbusseau declared tiat ail
tlic cvils whichi afflict humanity arise from vicious artificial ar-
rangements such as the Faniily, the Church, 'and the State.

The tendency and effect of this sceptical philosophy wvas to
create hatrcd and coîîtempt for the institution of both State and
Church, to foster discontent: with the establishcd order of things,
ta stir Up -an uncontrollable passion for the innovation and change.

.Voltaire turned bis brilliant gifts of pocty and wvit into %ý,e.,pons
of invective, sLander, ridicule, buffoonery and malice ta w'age mvar
agrainst the Catholic Church. '<Ecrasez l'infam'- cruslî the in-
fanuous tiiin-w,as flue motta of bis life. The doinant philosophy
of botli Voltaire and Rousseau undermined cvery existing institu-
tion -and denicd ail authority to custom, religion and statc. The
rcading of such works became flue fashion, the rag-e in social and
stzîentific circles. In their ~vraeaganinst the Chutrch, the followers
of V7oltaire and Rousseau wcvre determined to obliterate the jesuit
Order, and ibis -mar aga7inst themi began in the Iitcrary -%vorld.

Tlîcv (the folloNvers of 'Voltaire and Rousseau) founded euee
MIerchants' Bank for the purpose of dissemnîuating. sianderous books
and pamphlets. In Spain the dow'nfall of tlic Jesuits "'as occ-
sioned by a letter forged by the Dukze of Alva.

Such writings proved that the pen hiad miore influence iii stir-
ring up the people than the sword. Sa uncontrollable becamie the
frcnzy of thc people that. Charles 111. in 1776 signefi the decre

ansigthe .jesuks. By thlis '(\vithocut the use of aI sword) ail
he houses and colleges of flic Sociery throtighout the Spa-,nji poýS-

sessions w'cre taken over by the, state, 6,ooo niemibers wrerc 'crowded
into ships and thrown upon the shores of the Papal States.

l3ecause af the feeling aroused against these zealous religlous
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