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wvas soxuetimes called "The Christmxas Prince," consisted in pro-
siding over the Christmas fostivities. Ilu soine fainilies and at,
Court lie -was called the "Abbot of Mýisrule'' (the French, Abbé de
Licsc), implying inerriment. Thosc lords bc-an thocir revels
ai H-allowe'en and continued the saine until the day following;
the 1Feast of the Purification, February 2nd. The Court spent
large swns of money upon these mnasquerades and sports. Thie
office of lord of the revels ivas usually filled by a poet or by a
eitizen of repute. Such, for example, ivas George Ferrers "iii
whose pastiixnes Edwvard VI. liad great deliglit."- ihese revois
frequently led to abuses (as mnany Christmas observances have
donc aiid do), and they w'ere frowned upon by the Puritans.

.'Mumixners." Mumamings are ivititout doubt a relie of the
old Roman Saturnlia, and they are s0 called from. the Dutch
mu>n.meii( (a mask>. The niummners were disguised by a mask; and
those wvho could 'îot procure a maskç rubbed the face wvitli soot,
or eveil painted it. In Yorkshxire te mnunimers were known as
;"Bletlerhieads"; in Cornw'all as ''Guiisers,' and in Sussex they
%'orc dubbed "Tipteerers." A special forrn of mumming wvas
tixat ltnowvn as "lhoodening"; and it is stili found in some locali-
tics. It consistod in a procession of young mon, and sornetimes
maidenis, throughli te village streets, bearinig a hocodoning horse-
kt rudely carved figure of a horse's licad withi a inovable moutlh
whichi ývas furnishied -with, two rows of hob-nails for teeth. The
iioul. -%vas so contrived as bo open and situt by meians of a strong
cord. Another formi of iiumming -,vas "jannyiing," somewhiat
siimilar to the hoodeiîg, but with flic addilional feature of a
v'isit to flic houses of i ho village where refreshmnents -werc de-
xnanded, and, usu aily,-proeured. The refreslinents w'ere flot
liccessarily a groat tax on the buffet, as they consisted of "swveet
loaf" and some harmless beverago. This custoin stili obtains in
somie -settiements in the island of Newfoundland and it affords
abundant amusement to the young folks wvho are less fortunate
(or unforluniate, perhaps) than their city brethren who, eau -%viie
iw'ay the gay hours of Christmastide w'ith theatrical perform-
an1ces.

"Thie Pantomine." Thecatrica-,l amunisemaentsliave always been
an outstanding, feature of Chiristinastide since flic days of the
M\iddlpc Ages. thougli in the latter pcriod they were usually ren-
dered under tlic auspices of thxe Church. They liad not thon de-
gcenerated int the questionable vaudeville. The theatrical per-
formanice originated in flic XHIth century with, the introduction
of miracle plays. Thesp wiere of rather peculiar forma and comn-


