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£ntcred atlie 'osl Vffiee ci/ O/la-wa, Ont., as Second-Glass iller.

T48~ Gi-vilization of tIke 13t1k Century.

-Mý RCHITECTURE is tiue niost compreliensive, of tie arts,
requiring the co-operation of sculpture, painting, and the
decorative arts generally. Since, therelore, it includes

-the work of such a -variety of artists and cra-ftsmen, it
niay safely be takien as an index of the condition of the people. No-w
thie Thirteenth Century is thie great age of architecture. The pointed
style of architecture, wvhich is conîrnonly, but improperly, kno'%n as
Gothici had its rise and hlighiest development in that century. When
we consider, even ini picture, the graindeur of oîýtliine and exquisite
-racc of design of those glorious temples of Amiens, Chartres, Salis-
bury and Westminster, what ni ust %ve tihink of the devotion and genius
of those w'ho planned and built tiieni, and of tlie teaching that could
inspire such devotion and genius? These temples, wvhich, as Newv-
m nan says, "'possess a becauty which Nve shall never se surpassed
tili %ve attain to thie celestial city," repres2.nt the triurnphant spirit
of Catholicisrn. They are the inconte-stable «itnesses of the bril-
liancy of -the Thirtéenth Century civilizat-on. We could not build
thlese fanes to-day, for, as Fr. Slieban says, «"w'c. toil in the ivork-

shop orMamon;and neither faines, nor fane, can -ive thie in-
spiration of that mother of airt called faith."

Jamies Russell Lowell, in his pocn, the «Cathledî-.l," in de:crib)-


