
the tlîrone ol' Englanti diti net Iay thciiselves openl to this
charge. They were deliitio onoughi ini thoir petitions, and
w0,ul(1 have boon quito satisficd 'vitl ordinary niets of Provi-
donce in thecir favor, such as are the staplc of' the world's bis-
tory. Andi this is the point as to Nyhich, 1 think, they give
us a secondi lcsson for oui- own proft. 1 eonsider, thon, thaït
whcn wc pray wc do not ask for miracles, andi that this limita-
tien of' oui prayors is neithier a prescribing to, Divine mercy
nor :tny %vant of faitbi. I[(10 not forgot the dispicasuro of the
prophet Eliseus Nvith the Kiig of Israel, who sinote thegon
only thrice tintes with bis nrovinstead of more times. "If
thou hadst smitten five, six, oir seven tiimes," snys the prophect,
Ithou hadst sinittea Syria, oven to utter deCstructionl ; but now

tbrc tinies shait thon smite il," but in t]îis case there is ne
question ofTmiracles. Nor- Nvill il; bo to the purpose to i'efer
te theo paî'able of the importunate widow, lbr that bas nothinig
ta (10 witb miracles citheri,

\VIIAT I WOUID URGE IS THTIS:

the Oreator nets by a fixeti ruie, whicli Nve eaul a systeni of
laws, anti ordinarily, anti on the whole, Ho1 honors andi blesses
lis own ordiinance andi acts tlgirh it, :nd w'e best hionor

Jf[im'when we flollow lUis guidance lu 7looking for lis presence
wvhore liechas lodgecl it. Morcover, wvhat is very rcmnarhable,
even whon it is Ittis- Nill to aet nirn1.culauisl--even hea)c Ire.
oversteps lis ordinary systemn-Iie is -%onit te do honor to il;
while overstepping iL. Sometimes, indccd, le directly coni-
tradicts lus ovri laws, as ini raisin1g the dlcn(; but suchi rare
acts have their own doflîîite purpose, wilich niako thern noces-
sary for thecir own sakec; but l'or flic most part Ilis mniracles
are rather -vhat irnay ho enlîcti ox.iggciratioais, or barigont

te an extreme point, of'the lawvs of Nature, than nakzed contra-
rie Lies te thocm; andi if wo would sc more of Iuis wonder-
workingr band we must lool'ofr il; as thus niixc(1 up with lis
natural 0appointinent. As Divine nid crivcu ta the solil nets
throughi andi with naturai renson, nat-tul:affectioni, andi cori-
science, so miraculous agency, when exerted, is in Ifl(Wy, nay,
in m-ost cases, a, co-operation wvith the ordinary ways of'physi-
cal nature. As an illustration, I may taike the division of the
waters of tlic Red Sea, at the word of Moses. This mvis a
miracle, yot it %vas affecteti -%itli the i nstrur n'ci'tillitY Of' a
naltural cause, actiîu- accortling to its nature, buit at tho sanie
timoc beyond it. I lxe Mcj oses,"1 says tho saicred writer,." hati
streteheti forth bhis hauds over the sea, the Lord tookc it a-vay


