to itseli. The Old Testament prophets
are continually using the words, * Thus
saith the Lord,” or, *“The word of the
Lord came unto me.”” How familiar the
formulsc of the Pentateuch: “The Lord
gpake unto Moves, saying, Speak unto the
children of Israel and say unto them.”
To Jeremiah it was raid: * Write thee
all the words that I have spoken unto
thee It a ‘book’” (Jer. xxx. 2); and again;
“Behold I have put my words inthy
mouth® (Jer. i. 9). Then we read that
¢« th> hand of the Lord,” or ¢ the power
o! the Lord” was upon the prophet. The
New Testament cites the Old in such
words ar these: * God saith.,” “The Holy
Ghost eaith,” “ The Holy Ghost spake by
the mouth of” such an one, “David him-
sel! saith by the Holy Ghost.” Then we
have the remarkable declaration that,
»¢ The prophecy came not in old time by
the will of men, but holy men of God
spak: ar tbey were moved (borne along)
by tle Holy Ghost.”

Not less certainly do the apostles claim
this special divine character for their
own Gtterances., The things reveuled un-
to Paul by ‘the Spirit he spake, ** Not in
ths words which man’s wisdom teacheth,
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, com-
paring spiritual things with gpiritual,”
i. e.. truth made known by the Spirit he
uttered in words taught by the Spirit.
KB (§ any man,” says the same Apostle,
* thinketh himself to be a prophet, or
spiritual, let him acknowledge that the
th'ings which I write unto you are the
commandments of the Lord” (I. Cor.
xiv. 87). The Thessalonians received
Paul's teachings “ not as the word of men,

" but, as it Is in truth, the word of God,
which worketh effectually in them that
believe (I. Thess. ii. 138). And the Apos-
tle Peter classes Paul’s eplstles with “the
other * Seriptures,” 1. e., the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures, which are xo often re-
ferred tc in the New Testament ag the
Wor® of God.

We thus see that no more direct and
definite claims to divine authority could
be made than the claim advanced on
bebslf of the writings of the prophets
and apostle:—the Old Testament and the
New. The question now must be Dot
regarding the fact of the claim, but re-
garding its validity. If we can bellgve
the Bible, it is in all its parts divinely
inspired.

SPECTAL DIVINE CHARACTER OF SCRIPTURE.

In speaking thus of Scripture we do not
forget that “ all things are of God,” He i
the Creator and Upholder of the universe,
God has not withdrawn from His crea-
tion and¢ left it-to regulate itself, or to
develo}- according to forces within it;
“In Him we live and move and have our
beirg.”” The immanency of God is an in-
ferevce from all we know of nature, and
fs clearly taught in Seripture. * The in-
spiration of the. Almigity gives us un-
derstanding;” and when we rpeak’of act
we d¢ so not without God, but in virtue
of His power acting on us. No creature
can, for a moment, be independent of the
Greas Being who formed and who sus-
tains us. In all productions of men we
may, therefore, see romething of God. The
genius and tkill of the architect, sculp-
tor, painter or poet speak to us of Him

“who endowed men with their talents,
and with the capacity of improving them
Bezulee! and Aholiab, Archimedes, Phid-
las and Homer had gifts which were
divivpe. Nay, everything accomplished by
any ¢reature in God's wide universe is
proo! of the divine presence and effi-
clency .

© But we must not, by classing Scrip-
ture with human productions in general,
vacute Scripture’s testimony to its own
speciai diyine character. Secripture is so
directly a divine product—so0 filled with
the divine in breathing—and of such au-
thority that we must place it apart from
all human literature, and far above it.
Our p&stors" and teachers may say to us,
«This Is the truth of God, and
gure of it, for I have drawn it from the
fountain of revealed truth’’; but no reli-
glouy teacher would dare to say, “ My dis-
courses are the words whieh the Holy
Ghost speaketh; the word of the Lord
came unto me,” "All human spéech Is not

I am~

_cessarily follows from the first ;

I'HE CANADA PRESBYTE£RIAN.

inspited, nor is all speech which is true
and holy. The distinction between the
Bible and the highest utterance: ol mcn
must never be forgotten; the former a'one
can advance the lofty claim—* thus aith
the Lord.”

(3) The Scriptures, then, are human
and they are divine. They are authentic

human speech, exhibiting the varieties of”

style, thought, and :entiment known
amorgst men, and yet they are verily
the word of God, charged with a divine
message and possessed of an authority
whichh belongs to no unin pired words.
But how can these writings have both

characters? The divine is not human,
and the human is not divine. God and
man cannot be identified; and God’s

thoughts are high above man’s,
heavens are above the earth.
The harmony of these two questions—
these two characters of Scripture—does
not comsist in this—that so much of the
Bible is human and so much divine. The
Bible is throughout human and through-
out divine. No line can be drawn be-
tween these two elements, no mechanical
divisior made. You cannot say, this is
given by inspiration of God, and this is
to bte credited to the human power.
Neither are the human and the divine
intermingled, as were the iron and clay
in the feet of Nebuchadnezzar’s image—
whish partook of the strength of the one
materisi and the weakness of the other.
The blended rays of light are separated
by th*+ prism, but no instrument and no
skill can reparate the human and the
divire in Scripture. The union of divin-
ity with humanity in the Yerson of Him
who i+ very God and very man has been
adduced as furni:hing some analogy to
the case of Scripture. Our knowledge
in the one case and in the other is too
imperfect to warrant us in saying that
the analogy is faultless, and yet we may
reverently present it. The DPerson of our
adorable Redeemer is certainly ome, and
whilst the Godhead and the humanity

are not blended, neither are they separa-
ble.

as the

. ALL SORIPTURE INSPIRED.

(4) All ¥eripture Is given by in:-piration
of God. Were we to judge by feeling alone
—by any purely subjective test—we might
possibly conclude that some part of Serip-
ture, perhaps a great deal of it, perhaps
most of it, was inspired; but in the Bible
there isnot a little the special divine char-
acter of which we cannot thus recognize
and appreciste. Are these arguments of
Paul ?--conducted, it would seem, aiter
ordirary loglchl methods—in pired ? Are
these hirtorical narrations, simple,
tiful and imstructive as they are,
than human ? Especially, can we ima-
gine these genealogical and vavious
other lists inspired ? The question, ho(v-
ever, should be thix, Are the passages real-
ly parts of Scripture ? If they are, our
text claims them for inspiration, though,
when viewed apart, they may exhibit no
marks of :pecinl divine origin, but seem

beau-
more

‘as il any per.on of competent knowledge

might have written them.

The difficuity which many have in at-
tributing inspiration to passages of the
kind referred to; arises often, we can
hardl" doubt, from confusing inspiration
with revelation. Where writers of Scrip-
ture had adequate knowledge from or-
dinary cources, revelation was unneces-
sary : but the Holy Spirit, all the zame,

“Adirected in recording whatever was re-

quire! to the completeness of the book
of God. In this book much is remote
from the central truths which it was

giveu to reveal, bl%t there is nothing which

does not ¢ontribute, in one way or an-
other to the more perfect elucidation or
defence of the great veritles..

Th: Plife of the body pervades every

part of it—is in the hair as weil as in the .

heart ; and in all its parts and members
the body is one. The humblest organ
has its pfnqe and function in the body,
So is it, we may believe, in the Bible.

I1. The second proposition of the text
is. that all Seripture is “ profitable.” As
already said, the second proposition ne-
inspired
words must have great value.

It is not eald that all Scripture is pro-
fitatle for the same ends, nor that it is all

of equa} value, nor that every part is of
the =ame value at all times and to all
perscus; but from the beginning it has
served—as it continues to serve—the ends
here specified, “doctrine,”’ reproof, correc-
tion, imstruction in righteourness.” Every
part of Scripture contributes in some way
and ic some degree, to promote thereo
ends, and were any part wanting, its
value, in some direction, would he im-
paired. The Holy Spirit has spoken noth-
ing unnecessary. Most human composi-
tions could :uffer retrenchment without
loss, but no part of God’s Word 1is super-
fluous.
VALTE OF SCRIPTURE : REVEALS CHRIST,

(1) Tc¢ show the value—the profitable-
ness of Seripture—let us advert to the
magritude and supreme importance of
the great iuterest and topies with which
it authoritatively deals. There are the
highest in the univer.e, the highest con-
ceivable. In the Scripture God reveals
Himself to His children on earth. The
glory of His perfection: and His doings
is reen as in a mirror. Not only are the
teachings of creation and P’rovidence con-
firmed and extended, but redemption of
which nature cannot speak, is unfolded in
all its rich and glorious provisions. We
can answer the challenge, “ How :hall
man be just with God ?’’ for we ‘“behold
the Lamb of God taking away the sin of
the world.” :

He who was with God, and was God,
became flesh, and in our nature, by His

doctrine and miracles, His life and death,

revealed the infinite love of God; while
by tbe inystery of His sufferings He ex-
piatted the guilt of sin, and by his resur-
rection gave the sure pledge oi our re ur-
rection and o! eternal life. Through this
holy and bles'ed One the true life De-
comes ours, and heaven receives us when
ouir earthly course is completed.

Through the Scriptures, with the in-
stitutions and ordinances attested by
them, do we gain this priceless know-
ledge. All that is valuable in pulpit in-
structioz and Christian literatare, all
thai we learn from ‘childhood concerning
God and Christ and salvation and heaven
—all holy lessons wherever taught us—
have authority and value because they
are drawn from Secripture. “The Holy
Scriptures are able to make us wise unto
salvation.”” The Bible is not the Saviour
--we never speak of it as such—but it
surely leads us to Him and to life ever-
lasting.

ALL DUTY REVEALED.

Not only does the Bible reveal Christ
and salvation, but the whole duty of a
Christian man is therein clearly set forth.
The true code of Morals is in the Bible:
and ‘we may boldly say that In no land
where its teachings have not gone has
this code, In its completeness and its
spirituality. been ever compreheunded.
And, if we come to the Blble with sim-
plicity of purpose wee shall never be left
in real uncertainty as to the path of
duty. It will be *‘ a lamp to our feet, and
a light to our path.” In the faithiul use
of Scr’p"_t}ce we ghall find whatsoever is
helpful in * doctrine, reproof, correction,
instruction in righteousness.” ’

ALL SCRIPTURE ENTIRELY TRUSTWORTHY.

(2) We observe, agaim, that in all its
parts, fom beginning to end, Scripture
gives right instruction, amd is altogether
trustwiorthy. " )

That there is progress in the unfolding
of God’s character and purposes im the
Scriptures Is a familiar truth. ‘To every
ons wiho gtudles the Old Testament
chronologieally, and keeps before him the
specific purpose of its several parts, this
progress s manifest : he can, as it were,
observe with his own eyes the brightening
of the sky. But Im reading the New
Testament ‘¢ the darkness is past, and the
true light now shines.”” As the night yield-
ed to the dawn so the dawn has passed
mto noomnday. But false or wrong teach-
ing the Bible never gave. God cannot
teach falsehood. ‘‘ The words of the Lord
are pure words; as silver tried ina
furnace of earth, purified seven times.”
(Py. xii. 6). In no age of the world, in
no stage of society, will God mislead His
creatureq. The light vouchsafed im earlier
times may be dim, but it is real light, and

“tion when compared with the brightnes$ f
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suited in its degree to period and cond}-.
tions. Dark indecd was the old dispensa-

of the new. Imperfect was that di8
pensation compared with the harmonious

completeness of the mew. But we know ¥

that He who s evermore wise and go0d i
adapted the earlier economy in everything
to the ends which it was intended %0
serve, and & thimg is good when it proper”
ly serves its end. )

Our Lord abolished the ceremonlal 1a%s

but He did so by fulfilling it. He rejects -
Pharlsaical glosses on Scripture—?hllﬂ‘

saical misapplications of Scripture—but B .

never censures Seripture itself, or inth
mates disagreement .with it. If Moses
suffered the Jews to put away their wives
(a thing 'which was not from the begil-
ning, and must not continue), ¢ the hard-
ness of their heart” justified the temporafy -
permission. Not one word in the Lord’®’
teaching discredits any part of the ou
Testament, but steadfastly are its divine
origin ampd infallibility ag?erted or im-
plied.

But is not much of the Old Testamen
for us Christians, at least, quite obsolete ?
Yes, so far as ceremomial is coucerned'

obsolete. The yoke of the law is removed -

b

o
by

from the neck of the Jew. Upon the GeB

tile church it never rested. But the €§°
sential teaching of the Old Testament 18
not obsolete, nor ever will be. The Gol
of the Old Testament is Identical 1P
character with the God of ‘the New—the
siume in wisdom, power, holiness, justicé
goodness and truth. The crowning P""o‘
of God’s gZoodmess is the appearanct
for man’s redemption of His beloved Sont’
but this event the Old Testament f0T®

tells, and for this the Old Economy, I?

all it\parts, was the preparation. Would
we study the process amd history of T&
demption, and trace the wisdom, love a¥
power which mark the unfolding of the
divine plam, the writings of the forme’
Testament are indispensable. If the ‘0P’
derstanding is opened to understand the
Seriptures, we shall see ‘ Moses and 2
the prophets’ " testifying of
sufferings and glory, (Luke xxiv., 26, 27)

The Levitical sacrifices, the types 880

ceremonies, will no longer be a mystery

and a stumbling-block, but divine Pre !

signitichtions of the Saviour's confliet
and victory, of His
atoning death. Then also shall we &€t
the point of view for comprehending tB¢
moral character of God as portray®
n the amclent Scriptures. The awftl
revelation of God’s holiness—His hatred
of sin—in Old Testament history aP
prophecy, as in the comstant flowing o

prehend the meaning of Gethsemane 2%
Calvary—of the scene which ended Whe?. -

. the expiring Lord uttered the words, “1

Messlah®.

P

spotless ltfe and-

P
3

sacrificial blood, will prepare us to 8P,

is finished.” Men tremble, do they, as they =

read the terrible things of the law? 1t
is meant that they should, and that tbé
sonse of sin should be deep and effect“al."

It is meant that the darkness, and B¢

sin, and the sorrow shouild be intolerﬂfble'
—-that the*thundurs of Sinai should aro®
and afiright the conscience, and th%®
bring ius to welcome awith great joy
who is ‘“‘the light of the world,” and who
“saves His people from their sins.”

We thus see that a large part of the.
Old Testament which, at first sight, B87

Y

seem quite out of date, remains of 8%

value for all. But our text does nobf®

Scripture is of equal importance—i8 9‘1"";‘ ‘
ly profitable—and has the same ¢l81®
upon our study. There are parts

members or parts of the body )east B
sential to the vitality and activity ”w‘hwt_ .
#re but the outworks of the central fof; .
ress, the skirmishers of the army- )
parts have, nevertheless, their value & ,
must not be termed useless or unnece’sadi} :
But were we to maintain that the Sene:d N
ogies in the Chronicles, because 1nspire” "
should receive equal attention With, tm‘
Gospel of John and the Epistle to the ROT L
ans, we should only misrepresent the Adt

trine of inepiration and expose 1t toge o5 ¢

cule. Christian intelligence and the :
of our personal necessitles, or the n‘:ﬂ ot

ties ol those we teach, must largely

HI®
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not irreverent to say it) which are t B

‘quire us to believe that every part o



