
150

~~atoranb Veopte.e
FOR '7IHE CANADA PitiSBVTERiAiN.

A JOYFUL LITTLE PARAPHRASE.

BY WILLIAM MURRAY, HAMILTON.

The Lord so loved the world that H1e
Spared not His own dear Son,

But gave Him freely up, that wc,
Unwortby and undone,

From Satan, sin and self set free,
By faith with Him made one,

Migbt neyer peish, but endure
Forever gloinus, glad and pure.

THE PERIL 0F THE SOUL FROM ABSORP TIC

Perhaps there neyer was a time wben 50 many thir
absorbed the attention ani interest o! so many people, tot
exclÙsion of Christ and saivation. The sources o! diversi

are numerous, and many of tbem bave the gip of a gia
The age is intensely active, estless, aggessive. Eveny pov

of body and mind is taxed to its utmost. Invention, busine

entemprise, are aIl great captains, wbose tread is heard

every direction- There is not only great ambition to do,1
a bumning, consuming lust to acquine. Money is a nobles
vant ; pnoperly used it is an instrument of great gond;1
when the love of it becomes master, it is as merciless as1
grave. -Wben a man'sheart and eyes and bands and br

are aIl absorbed in the accumulation of money, the stci
on the street bave as much ear for the Gospel as
As easiiy might you hope to arcst the winds that bI(
or the dasbing streams of a mountain flood, as tbis n,
He bas no time to tbink, non to cane about bis s%
Wby should he be thus concerned, as long as business
prosperous and dividends are good ? He is absorbed, suci

up igto the sponge of the money gneed, until there is noth
of him to appeal to. Poon, wilted, lost soul1 Unless soi

thing out of the usual order overtakes and brings this mat
a bhi, leads bim to awake and corne to bimself, be wil]

on content in bis delusion until the sudden burst of etcr
tbings opens bis eyes, just wben deatb is closing tbemn,
eternity parts its potais to reveal a nejected Savioum.

The greatest evil that can befaîl a man who suflers bini
to be wboily absorbed witb money-getting is success. Wl
a man is malking money and loves it, be bas no sense
dependence. H1e is satisfled. Others may be in danger,
he is safe. That is the time nf bis perid. On that hidden ri
in life's sea many a one bas run bis bank and gone down.
is a mency when God shatters tbe bubble and turns the p
soul fom the boast that it bas need of notbing, to the hum
confession that it bas need of eveytbing. To the love

money and its power to absorb tbe whole man may be at
buted the useless life and final loss of many souls in thisc
of ours.

But this money seeking is not the only source of absc
tion in our day. Society, wth ail its train o! foulies, is
other. The panade and sbam and exactions ni society, w~
a tyranny it is 1 How its encbanted victims step to its1
ding 1 They are as verily captured as prisoners in war. i

are as veiiy in chains as were slaves wben sold to the bi
est biddem. Take the superficial, fussy, pretentinus thing
ni many lives, and what wîll be ieft ? Think of the waslg
time, of money, of gifts and opportunities, for wbicb fasbi
able society is responsible. It is kmn to money-love.)
cannot join its bannered nanks without money, and wbeny
moncy is gone it stikes your namne from the roll. Preach
Gospel to these witb hope ni success ! They seidomt
and wben tbey do, thene is no beauty in it tbat tbey sbc
desine it. It is a dneadful destroyer of mothers and daugbt
of young maen, of not a few busbands and wives. As ion5
Society, with its tribute to pide, and its occasion for in(
gence, commands and absorbs a soui, that soul will not
concerned about so tifling a tbing as saivation, non mncli
to listen to so dry a tale as the Gospel. The flesb is maE
and wbile its poor, frail pulses tbrob, society wili be sou
and adored. Sometimes we mustileave tbe poor creaturi
the burning dwelling to bis deadful fate ; ail approacbes
cut off. Wbat can we do witb the large class who are wl

off Tothe Cbists tansandbnd 41are mtysetincj

as per usual. It is paroty ; ton giib to be earnest, ton pr
sional to be deep. This kind of praying is a mist whichi
flot wet ynu, a fine wbicb does not warm you. You c
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sleep froufi "Our Father " to "Amen" under such a per-
formance. Yet it is very good and proper. There is nothing

- the matter with it except that it is dead-dead as the woman' s
child, whicb neither of the two mothers cared«. to own in
Solomon's court. 0, for more living children ! We racan
true, cring, struggling prayers. These can only corne fromn
those who in private wrestle and weep and prevail.

An occasional breakdown is very refreshing. To observe
a beart too full to express itself with the tongue is most
arousing tri the soul. O, that some of our brethren would or
could break down ! Tbey are too far gone in routine to be
able to rise into the natural, mucb less into the spiritual.
While such machines press like a nightmare on our prayer-
meetings, tbings cannot much improve. 0, for a deliverance 1
-Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.

9N.

,ngs THE BEST APOSTOLJC SUCCESSION.

the Every minister ought to endeavour to find bis own succes-
ion sor in the sacred office. There are always bright boys full of
ant. promise and hope and blessed witb piety in a congregation
ýwer wbom a pastor could inspire with the noble purpose of conse-
C55s, crating their lives to the work of preacbing the truth. It
1 in only needs the word in season pressing upon tbese young and
but susceptible minds the duty, nay, the exceeding privilege of
ser- using there powers in proclaimning the glad tidings to start
but tbemn on a course of study preparatory to the ministry. Here
the is a field of usefulness into whicb, strange to say, some pas-
ramn tors, rarely, if ever, enter ; while on the otber hand, some are

mes always tilling this field and iwith the most prolific and far-
be. reacbing resuits. The writer of these lines bas a certain pas-

l0w, tor in mind wbo neyer fails to bave at least one student, and
nan. often more tban one, from bis congregation in college or ir
o0uI. the seminary on bis way to the pulpit.
sis Here is the truc idea of Apostolic succession. Now if

,ked tbis idea were only adopted and acted upon witb vigour, the
àing number of candidates for sacred orders right be doubled at
mre- any time. There is in the Cburcb cnough of piety, enough of

Ln to talent, enougb of aspiration, if only it were early enough
go9 directed, to crowd our theological seminaries witb choice

mnal young men.-Christian-at- Work.
and

iself HO0W TO LO VE GOD.

heu A woman once said to ber pastor 'l I do love God very
eof mucb, but want to love more. How can I ? "
but IlYou must become better acquainted with Himn," was the

rock reply. "lWe love those wbo are wortby of our love in pro-
,It portion as we beoome acquainted witb tnem."

>oor " How can I get better acquainted?" she asked.
nble "Study the Bible more," be said. "God speaks to you,
eof reveals Himself to you in the Bible. Read in tbe New Tes-
ttri- tament the life of Jesus, and imagine you had been with Him,
day as John and Peter and Mary were.

IlAnd pray more. Tell Him ail your joys and troubles
;orp- and needs. He will answer you, and every answer will draw
an- vou dloser and dloser to Him.

wbat Il Then try to please Him in everytbing you do and say.
bii-. We always love those wbomn we try to please. Love makes us
'bey wisb to please the Lord, and love rewards us when wc have
igb- donc it."
>out The woman followed these ules, simple as tbey were, and
e of ber love to God gmew and spread ail tbrough ber beart.-
ion- Word and Work.

You__

y'our 110W TO MA KE LIFE HA Pl" Y.
Sthe -

hear Take time ; it is no use to foam or fret, or do as the angry
ould housekeeper wbo bas got bold of the wrong key, and pushes,

ters, shakes and ratties it about the lock until botb are broken and
ig as tbe door remains unopened.
dul- The chief secret of comfort lies in not suffering trifles to vey
t be us, and in cultivating our undergmowth of small pleasures.
licd Tmy to regard present vexations as you will a mont]
ster, bence.
ýught Since we cannot get wbat we like, let us like what we
re in can get.

You the infirmities of others; to consider eveything impossible
It is that we cannot perform ; to believe only wbat our finite mnd-

rofes- can grasp ; to expect to be able to understand everything
does The greatest of mistakes is to live for time alone, wben an)

could moment may latincb us mbt eternity.

-MARcH ttith, 1891.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

ELISHAS DEFENDERS. -2 Kings 6
8-e-

GOLDEN TEXi.-Fear not ; for they that be with us are
more than tbey that be with them.-2 Kings vi. 16.

INTRODtJCTORY.
Elisha exercised the prophetic office with singular elevation of

character. Like a truc servant of God hie was benevolent and un-
selfisb. Througb bis agency God wsought many miracles and ail of
tbem were for the good of others. They were signs as well as wonl-
ders. These miracles were evidences to bbc people that God was
witbh Iis prophet, and were a confirm~ation of the truths hie taugbt.

I. The Syrian Invasion of Ismael.-It was Benbadad wbo
wrote the letter which was sent by Naaman to the King of Israel. It
is flot ascertained wbetber tbis war took place before or after tbe
bealing of NaamaiR. The people of Israel were harassed by the
attacks of the Syrians ini the time of Elisha. They made frequefit
exasperating raids across the frontier, and no doubt on account Of
the bad feeling engendered and the cupidity of the Syrians, tbis in-
vasion was undertaken. The king of Syria, with bis military advis-

ters, mapped out their plan of campaign, and indicated the places
where bie would pitch bis camp. "lThe man o! God " is the designa-

*tion by which Elisha was known. It is descriptive o! bis character
and the nature of his service. He knew of alh the movements of the

tenemies of bis country and at once informns the king o! Israel of bis
danger. T-e either warns bim to avoid pJaces wbere the Syriali
king expected to surprise him, or to take possession o! and strengthefl
those places before the king o! Synia could reach them. The king of
Israei verified the truth of Elisha's warnines by actual experimelit-
He sent to the places indicated, "'and saved bimseli there, not once

-non twice IItbat is, severai times. So secretly bad the king of Syria
laid bis plans that be could not understand why it was they ail b.d
failed, "lbis beart was sore troubled for this tbing." He was greatiY

1vexed and disappointed; and suspected treachery on tbc part of soine
of those in bis confidence and asked " Will ye flot show me whicb
of us is for the king o! Israel ? " One of tbem, whom some bave
supposed might have been Naaman, answercd the king's question by

esaying : I"None my lord, 0 king : but Elisha the prophet that is in
,t Israei, teileth the king of Israei the words that tbou speakest in tby

f bd-haber" P her it ws amawbo ad a vivid recoiiec-
tionof he popht'spowe, o som oter ho bd hardof Elisha's

marveilous character, that thus informed the king, be was correct in bis
eimpression as to bow the king's purposes bad been divulged. His an-

swer made it plain tn the king that bis most profound secrets could
flot be kept. The question suggests itself, by what means did ElishaL
come to know the most secret designs of the king of Syria? To Miis
it can be answered there were only two ways possible by which he
could corne into possession of such knowiedge. l'le was not presefit

yat the secret conferences nf Benbadad and the leaders of bis arinY,
It is dlean from the narrative that none of these leaders bctrayed the
king's confidence. It was therefore by divine inspiration that the
pophet obtained the knowledge that saved the king of Israei's lufe,

-and tbe integrity of bis kingdomn. The accuracy of that information
was tested by the officers sent by the king o! Israel. Thus the
pophets caims to be God's messenger were confirmed, and bis
word would have still greater weight with the people.

Il. The Prophet'. Defence.-Benbadad did not doubt the in3-
-formation given him that Elisha was the reveaier o! his plans, but hie
1,bad no idea o! the means by wbich the propbet was able to do this.

11e also made the great mistake that be could be able to prevefit
bim exemcising bis propbetic office. Those who are in a position tW

S exercise woldly power frequently fail into the same mîistake and
?v imagine that by inaterial means tbey can silence God's messengefO

and suppress His truth. Benbadad resolved to capture Elisha. A
spy was sent to find out wbere he was. This knowledge was s0On
obtained. It was learned that the prophet was in Dothan. Dothafi

5 means the double fountain. It was on the soutb ni the plain of jet,
e neel, about twelve miles north nf Samaria, the capital of the king'

dom of Israei. It was the saine place where joseph was placed in a
pit by bis brethren and then sold by thein to the Midianitish met'

d chants on their way to Egypt. Having leamned where the prophet
-was, the Syrian king sent. a great company o! mcen, borses and chariOt

to capture the prophet. This large company was not needed to take
one man, but to effect their purpose they haid to penetrate fat into the
interior of their enemies' country. They reached Dothan in the nigbt
time and surprised tbe place, which tbev at once surrounded. GebAý
zi's place had heen taken by a new servant, who had not seen Pet'
sonaiiy so much o! the pophet. This may account for the constel'

y nation to which his discovery ini the early rnorning gave ise. He b.Ld
, riseci up early and saw that the place was bcsieged by a great force,afld
d said to Elisha : I"Alas, my master, bow shaîl we do ?"I The servanlt

was disturbed and 'terror-stricken ; the master was calm, self- P05-
sessed and fearless. The faith ni the one was weak ; the trust in ?O

Xof the other was ucidisturbed. To the despaining cmy of the servanit
tbe prophet answers "lFear not : for they that b2 with us are more

h than tbey that be with them." It needs a sublime laitb to confrolit a
danger like that which thrcatened Elisha, but bis was equal to the
occasion. H1e b.d unshakeci confidence in God, and submissiou tW

ýe His wili, so that he could calmly await tbe nesuit wbatever it nuaigbt
be. The bosts of no earthiy king could subdue him. They migbt
capture but they could neyer conquer bim. The best way to c

is spiritual realities is to sec tbem ici God's ligbt. So the rmophet
pnays that bis servant', eyes may bc opened, that is, bis soul's04

t to enable bim to bchoid the unseen spiritual hosts by whicb tbey wef
encompassed. The Lord heard and answered Eiisba's prayer. The
young man's eyes were opened. The bill on which Do;ban was bailt

îe presented to bis spiritual gaze a great array of Ilborses and chario
e.of fire round about Elisha." These were s> mbolic of the divine pro'

tection that kept the prophet in perfect safety in spite of al tbe
materiai forces that couid be bmougbb against him. Again the pro-
phet prayed. It was not for vedgeance upon bis focs, be did go
desire their destruction, he only sougbt their discomfiture. li


