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liV KNOSONIA.X.

MVen D)r Rainy %vas iii Austrat.'a a short lime ago he %vas
as a nialier cf couirse inierviewed hy rIe reporters. The
great Frcet Cbîrch leader titi oct take kindly ta the interview-
iog business, prcbably hecauise lie o-stint used -to il His
replies werc for thteInost part bniefanmd nnn-cninniitt:tl He
titi oct know îvbhether tIhe Irish wnuld get Home Rulîe or omit
anti coîildnoct really say ho%' the nc"t election w~as likcely to
go. To one question, however, lie gave a rejîly that is n'eul
%'ortby of consitieration hy I'rebbyterian pîeople the worîd
aver. Ask-ed by tht reporter cf a Ieading ,rîurnal in regard io
tht state of the Church in Sinlamîd lit repiieti,

INI*i FNCF-
That is e\actly the condition of affaà i . nthe l'resbb>îriîaîi
tvery other Church n Canada exept tht Roman Catholic.
There is less ecclesiastical authorit',, but % hen tht Clim,îruli dues
ils work in a Christian spirit andt%% th a reasonabît amount of
energy anti ability there is net les., influence. Wbhat is truc
of the Cburch as a wliole is truecof indýidà.i men. It is
sometimes saiti that ministers aîre oit treateti ;n Canada tvilhi
tht amount of respect that ivas shonn tbirty or iorty ar fifty
years ago. That tiepentis entirely an '%iat kinti ai mîinisttrs
they are. If they are vain, pompons umien, %ho bave ho pose as
little popes, wlio try 10 lord it over tht people anti make their
authority fcît by everybotiy; if they are men wbo muîst bave
their awn way in. everything, tîîey have a bard timne. But if
tbey are real ministers ai Christ , meto wbo are willing tri
miake'sacrifices for thein Master andi His Church ; men wbo
insteati of schtming for office anti honour are willing ta devote
their entire energies ta the cause af Christ there never îvas a
lime when tht people wouîti do more fur tîem.

WVbat is truc af ministers is truc of eiders, deacons anti
othen officers. Given a session conîposeti af mean who are
aIl willing ta lead inî work anti in sacrifice, anti that session
bas as much influence ta day as a session ever hati even n
Scotlanti. hat the people don'ît(are for anti sometîmes
kick against is a session or ather c'mutt tbmt rules anti 'ots
nathing more. As Principal Rainy observes, nitre authority is
on the wane, but the influence oI an unselflsb, devoteti, self.
sacniflciîmg Christian man is as great as it ever n'as, anti pro-
bcbly he migbt have sait greater.

Ont sometimes secs the iact stateti by tle learneti Princi-
pal illusîrateti by Preshyteries. A Presbytery composeti ef a
considerable number oI ablt, iise, tievoteti nen, wbo have
power in the pulpit, who builti up inthintial congregaîmans anti
wbo are knowo to be self sacriflcing ministers, bas as nîuch
influence as Preshytenies ever hati in this or any other coun-
try. On tht other banti, a Presbytery mîainly composeti cf,
an influenceti by members who are little or noîhing imore than
nitre Church court men ; inembers o-ho rely on tht ment
mnachinery oi tht Chuirch ; who trust mnainly ta the ittît
auîhority vested ina thein by the constitutionofa tht Chunch, a
Iresbytery of that kinti neyer lias much influence anti bas less
tveny day. AIl Presbyteries have exactly tht sanie amnount of
authorit> but non ont waulti say that ail bave equal influence.
Tht samne is truc of every other court oflthe Churcb. A synoti
that relieti an ment auîliority without any moral anti spiritual
power behinti il, would bave nomiiore influence thon an
equally large bodiy cf men cf equal miental attainniîts chosen
from any class ai people.

Tht authenity even oI a Gentral Abienibly "-oulti go for
nothing if ont backed up bv moral anti spiritual pbower.

Penbaps somne ontenîay say that parliaiiients, couricils, civît-
courts anti other giverning bodies tîat belong ta C., sar tan
carry ont their tiecisions anti enfonce tîeir laws %nithuut puttîng
any moral power behinti thein. That nay be, but parliamiments
have an army anti navy, civil courts have sheriffs anti consta-
bIes with sticks that nise artificial bumnps on refractory pea-
plt's heatis. C.rsar bas gauîs, anti penitentiaries, anti a gaf
lows anti othen unpleasant appliances for eniorting bis laws.
Tht Church bas no niachinery of that kinti for enforcinj its
laws anti hence if they are ont enforced by mioral anti spiritual
influence they cannai be enfonceti ai aIl. Tht result is that
when a Church or part af a Churcli ceoses ta bave nmoral
influence its Iaws neyer are enforceti. TItre is nothing ta
enfonce thern with. A Pnesbytery witbout moral anti spiritual
power woulti have no more influence in a community thon tht
tmnofa the Salvatian Army. No Presbyterion deubts for a
maoment that authanity is vestet in tht courts oI the Chuxch,
anti that onproper occasions it shoulti be useti. To aur mincI
that is dlean as anytbing in tht New Testament. But tht New'
Testament assumes that tht authority is to bceetciseti by
men svho are flot only Chistians but Christians noteti for
their zeal, tievotian, anti sell-sacriflcing spirit. P>ut the New'
Testament description nI a ministen, eIder or deacon aîong-
sitie oi the passages whicb confer autborîty upon tht Church
anti yau sec at once how anti by wbat kinti ai men the
authonity can be safely anti proftably aseti.

There is non use in quarelling witb aur age. No tioubt
certain kintis ai mea woulti greatly prefer ta live in an age
when nitre ecclesiastical authority caulti gavero without any
regard ta tht character an lufe ai tht ecclesiastic. Sucb days
have been, but we may well doubt if they were bttter tiays
than ours. Anyway Provdence bas placeti us n an age
when tht influence ai unselflsh, devoteti, self-sacriflcmng lives
cao always be greater than tht influence ai ment auîbarity
anti we shoulti not quarrel with the arrangement. 'Tis nablen
ta influence mien by wortb than by citations.
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i rnay state at the beginning that 1 an chiefly indebteti for
the following ladts 10 a very intercsting report, prepared sonie
Vears ago, by M. Anatole de la Forge, the director of the
Paris Press, at the request of the Minister of the Intertor.
fi ks writtcn with MULth fairness, shows nnenserese.irmh.and
-in e\lensive acquaintance with every department of the suib-
je, t, soi that it possesses great value as an authenîk. and reliable
oflicial document.

The first thing, then, I galber fron ttiis papcr is the fact
that there c\istcd a censorship ofthie press in Frante before
the press itself e% en hefore the invention of printing , for in
1413 the Parliament of Paris ordercd a thesis of jean Petit, a
Franciscan mionk, 10 he burnt, and the author had «i narrowv
escape front sharing the ame fate. The U'niversity %vas, ai
titis earIy period, the only tesponsble publisher of books, andi
bad in connection 'vith à aill Lopyists, mnifiaturisîs, illuminai-
ors i fat, everyone %qIao bad anythig 1 do wàith the mater-
ial prepartrîion of nmanuiscrips, sj that there wab but little
roomi for thte.\xercise of liberty. WVbcn printing %v'as introduceti
diuring tl'e reign of Louis XI . both royalty and the Sorbonne
recci>e,! wtlîentbusiasm tU ièfret piinters; grantir.g îhem an
asýium, protection, andi ail sorts of fa%îours. But this was of
short duration, for we find the University a~nd the Sorbonne
immediately afier iteetrmng to destroy the ildî.îbolical inven-
tion " of printing. On the ith July, i j3 the borbonne pre.
sentid a miemarial to Fratncis I., the founder of the College
of France, andi of the National Printing Picss, andi whorn the
French historians style the I l ather of Letters, in whicb it
was state i that in order 10 save religion it was ahsolutely nec-
essarv to abolish forever the art of prînting, whîch was daily
bringing mb oexistence a multitude of pernicious books. The
"Father of Letters,' ater a year's consîderation, issueti Let-

ters P'atent, equivalent ta the English Order in Councîl, ahol.
ishing prin*ing tbroughout the kîngdom "uimier pain of bang.
ing Il Jan. 3, 13. The Parîimîent of l'arts refuseti,
however, to register these l.tîer-- Patent, and the king, by
way of compromise, ordered tbe larliament ta cct twenty.
fout qualifled persons, out of wbom the loine woli choose
twetve, ia prînt in Vatis books apptoved as necessary lor the
public gond. I romi that tîme ta the present day, the prînters'
trade in I rance bas been " a privilege and a menopoly."
Thenceforwarti a special license fron the Parîament of Paris
was .eededt print a book ; anti it was ordereti that there
shoulti be Ilstrict surveillance " over publishers andi authors
who rniglit be suspecteti af irreligious or heretical tendencies.
Clement Mai ot's translation of the Isalrns andi the Cymbalum
Mundi were put under tIhe ban of the Censor of the Press in
1538, andt wo years later Ersmsbinfle, Melanctlhon, and
others were denoiinceti as heretiLs. Searcb was diligently
matie in printers' offices andi bookselkrb' shops, andi offenders
were punislied %vitb mierciless severitý. One of these-Emile
D)olet was burnt in the place Mauhert, in Paris, in Augusi,
i338. le as a cused of giving a %% rong translation of solne
portion of Plato, andi for tibis -rime the young publsher-be
wvas only thirty-seven years of age -aftet the ordeal of torture,
was tied to a gallows, under wbîch it great fire wvas lIgbîed, int
whicb be fell, bis body being reducedt 1 ashes.

Uoder the successors ofthe I" Father of Letters " the press
f.areti no better. I)uring the reigns of Henry I1. and iFrancis
11. no book %,as alîowed 10 appear wthout the nprwutur of
the cen sors- the, Faculty of Theology. Charles IN., the
author of the massacre of st. llartholomew, forbatie any book
or pamphlet to appear iithotit the royal license. This decree,
malde in i 5(3, rernaineti in force until i 78l). I was tbe en
of driving into exile aill the leading printers. Robert Etienne
iledti 1 Geneva in 1551, but lus pariner, jean Mored, who
,hose tc, stay behind, %vas burnt at the stake, as 'vas also
Martin Hfomme, in the l>la..e Mi.uber- lcui connode et

~oncna/t'inJuly, i360. For a short limie under Henry
IV less severe punisbments 'vert meted out tb printers , but
untier Louis XIII. from Gi2to0 62t, the most pîtlessedicts
were enforceti against ail wbo tiared to speak of public affairs
in any ternis. The reign of Louis XIV. %vas equally fatal to
liberty of tbe press. Aller tbe revocation of the Edict of Nantes,
aIl witb vbom heretical books were founti were imprisoneti,
if not banished, or tortured and put totieath. In 1694 aprinter
andi a bookbindpr wbo Ilbad relations witb a printer " were
hangeti for printîng a pamphlet entitied Il L'Ombre de M.
Scarron." lfetween 166o anti 1756 na fewer than 869 authors,
ptnters and dealers ini books wete imptisoned ini the Bastili
for their connection îith books Ilcontrary in morals, religion,.
tbe king or the Governiment." Loauis XV. added an atiditional
sbackle in requiring, after the î4th of May, 1724, aOfal book-
sellers andi printers, before they were allowed ta enîter on the
eixercise of their profession, a certificate from Uthe priest as ta
their life anti morals, and standing in the C itholic faith. The
Jansenists were treated wîth hardly less severîîy than the Hu-
guenots. Even philcsopbcrs,hyatn I"ordonnance" of 1757, were
punisbtt wiîh deatb if their writings on politics, legislation or
finance hati a tendency to excite men's mintis. In consequence
of the accumulation of restrictive lawib anti tyrannical de-
crees, il caime 10 pass tbat tiuring the eighteenth century the
most simple exercise of the rigbî of tbînking was Iegally impos-
sible in France. To publish a book it %vas necessary to ob-
tain the sanction of the censors namnet by the Sorbonne, that
of the police, and that of the syndicate of book-sellers. Wlien
the book appeareti the author hadt t treati the jutigment of
the Council of State, the index of the Sorbonne, the denuncia-
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tions of the clergy, the decrees cf Parlianient, the lettres de
cachzet, etc. Such a stateçI tbiogs justifieti the saying of La-
3riuycre, that Il a nin n hr a Christian andi a Frenchnîan ks

greatly enîbarrasseti what te ivrite about, great subjects l'eing
prohibiteti and little ocs being forbititen."

How did it fare with the journalisîs ? Jotirnalisiîî in France
hi a peaceable anti prosperous beginning. The first periodi-
cal matie ils appearance tntier tht name of the Frenth Af,>
eury in 161 il during the reign of Louis XIII. It hati certainly
nothiog ta frighten the king, Ilby whomn and for whoni are al
things," accortiing ta Ibis gazette, Ilail other people serving
but as accessories." This ivas the commencement of officiai
journalism, whicb bas alwvays been wantinz in interest, in
îîleasure anti life. Notbing cao appear but wbat is authorizeti
andtiapproveti. Political journalism, properly so-called, dîd
net appear before 1-89) Literary jourt.îlisin between 163u
-and 178t) manifestella i he independence, 'vhich vas tiearly
paîi for -Morellet, Marmontel anti others baving te expiate
in the Bastile the crime cf not suficiently atimiring the mer
ils of a favourite authnr or the talents cf a papular actrcsà.
Flardly bad the States General been convoketi when
thousantis of br.,Aup -s anti jaurnals sprang imb existence.
Mirabeau conunenceti the publication ai "The journal ci
the States General," on the ?nd of cfMay, 1789, but the second
number wvas suppresseti by a decree of the King's Privy
Council. Mirabeau ticcidedte t continue bis wvork, however,
anti changeti the name of bis journal ta " Letters of Count
Mirabeau te His Constituents." This clever device hati the
effect af inttmitiating the GoverotiNent, wbo were afraiti cf in
terpasing between the represeotative andi bis constituents, so
that liberty of tht press hati thus been secureti in fact before
i bati been gaint.d by law , andtiet this was attributeti the
taking of the Ifastile anti the revolution whicb faîloweti.
Mirabeau defenieti tht ireedoni cf the press by bis acts, bis
speech, anti bis pen, andi on the tyth ai May, i1789, the king
permitteti the journals ta publisb the preceetiings af tht
States General, anti on tht 24th of AugusI of the samne year,
through Mirabeau's influence, the Asseînbly decrecti that
".every citizen can speak, write andi print freely." The silence
ai ages being broken, liberty was soon converteti mbo licen-
tiousness. The Convention passeti a law, however, that whu-
eveir shaulti be Ilconvictet t vriting or printîng anything
tentiing ta re-establish royalty, shoulti be punishedti hl
death," and this law was put inta farce in sOQt cases, Rube-
pierre, Danton and others, excusing tht contradiction betweeîî
their prînciples andi their contiuct by the exceptional position
in which tht coalition of Europe anti the rîsing of the Royal-
ist provinces placedt tem. Tht Council of Five Hundreti put
journals anti presses untier police protection, and sentenceti
tht preprietors, authors anti editars ai sîxty-sevtîa papers ai
Paris anti in tht provinces te transportatiîn. This not beîog
deemiet sufficient, domiciliary vîsits were nrdered, prinîîng
presses broken up anti carrieti away, anti journaîs suspended,
and in ail Ibis the jacobins actuaîly believedt hey were serv-
îng the interests of thic Reilic. Tht Consulate anti Ein-
pire, wbich iollowed s000 after, îaughî them that Ihey hati
been working against tbemselves. No party admitîtd that
libetty of tht press was an evil in itself. On tht contrary, s0
long as il ativecateti their owo cause, liberty appeareti ta be
gond, ntcessary, indispensable. Il was only whcn it approveti
of somnething in tht principîts of their ativersaries that liberty
becamnetietestable.

on tht i th lBrumaire arose a ni who silenced ail parties
Napoleon suppresset i a once both the tribune anti tht presb.
In January, i8ou, he put ail journals ino tht hancts af tht
C bief af the State, by a tiecree arbitrary enaugh ta please
an Asiatîc tiespot. Hte ished, as lie himself expresseti it, ta
bc able ta dissolve ail dangeraus associations and ta silence
ail dangerous oraitors -journal ish he regardeti as baranguers,
subscribers ta a journal as forming a club, evcry memaber of
whicb became in bis tomn an arator; anti yet sbortly afler be
matie thteAMon ieur say that IlLiberty af tbought is the chie(
canqilest af tht age."' Again, in 18io, ta show bew he valucti
this IIchie( conquest af tht age," he establismeti a cenor-
ship of tht press, limîîcd tht number af printers, imposeti a
tax on every sheet issueti, anti in m8î i bc ordercd that bence-
forth only four tily papers sheulti appear in Paris, anti
that these shoulti confine tbemselves ta giviog Il political
news," nt to the diîscusson of politics-Napoleon, wt sec
iollowed in tht wake of bis predecessors in bis trcaîment of
tht press. Thteoli reginie hati spoken in this way ; and it
fcîl ; tht Convention hati exhibitecl ils wrath against wnîîers,
andi it became discrediteti anti unpopular ; tht Directory
transported i'iurnalists en massem, anti it was overturneti by tht
i8th 11rumaire ; 1Bunaparte silercec ail France, tibunals,
journals, books, îns piring writers wîtb terror anti adulation
aîternately, ant i fnally banîshing tbem-and he, tna, tell.
France beîng relieveti anti comforteti by having non longer at
ber heati a nman wba hiat passeti thrbugh the wurld like a trail
oflfire.

Tht Restoration, iaithfimîto tht examples of tht past,
began ifs career by affirining the liberty af tht press, btut very
soon subjecteti ail journals to tht authonîzation of tht Minis-
try, and ail peiodical writings 10 tht examination ni a Com-
mission. Betwcen 815 anti 1817 several writers were flned,
imprisoncti, anti subjectedtet surveillance, sanne for express-
iog their opinion s on tht state ai liberty in France, nîhers for
being susoecteti cf a tendencv ta Bonapartissin. This gave

ise to a very general feeling in 'favour of liberality, anti tht
Ian' of 1819 was passeti oast af which is still in force. This
law e.numceratcd anti defineti affences of the press, ant i fxed
fon each a particular penalty. It createti an offence af outrage
ta public marais anti religion wbich gave risc ta nuncrouslaw-


