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S1. ULRICB ; OR, RESTING IN THE KING'S \WORD.
By E. A. W. (Philadelphia : The American Sunday
School Union.)—Ths scene of this interesting and
well-written story is Iaid in the Tyrol. It contains
somie good description of Tyrolese Scensry, and the
babits prevaleat among the people, It also contains
several good illustrations.  The blesscdness of trusting
in tho Divine promises amud trials and wrong is im-
pressively taught.

GWENDOLINE. By Agness Giberne,  (Philadel-
phia: The American Sunday School Union )—The
Halcots and Halcomes, the Selwyns and Fosbrooks
who figure prominently in this story are Eaglish peo-
ple. The scere of it isin Eugland, The delineation
of life and character is clear and distinct. As the
narrativs advances it grows in interest. It is true to
nature. The lesson inculcated—the value of genuine
religlon and the real comfort and guidance it brings—
is not obtrusively, but none the less effectively taught
{n the story of Gwendoline,

ABIDE IN CHRIST. Thoughts on the Blessed Life
of Fellowship with the Son of God. By A. M. (New
York: Anson D. F. Rangdolph & Co.)—This is abook
written as an aid to a devout Life, The title con-
tains the main theme, A suitable text is selected for
each day of one month, and a meditation follows,
These meditations are not merely pious rhapsodies,
they are the direct and simple utterances of a farvent
and Christ-like spirit. They also contain profitable
and practical exhortations, which, if followed, would
greatly strengthen joyous Christian living.

BiBLICAL EXPOSITOR AND PEOPLES’ CuMMEN-
TARY. By Jacob M. Hirschielder. {Toronto. Row-
sell & Hutchison.) — Professor Hirschfelder has
undertaken a work which deserves to meet with great
encouragement. It is one for which he is eminently
fited. Kis ripe, varied, and extensive scholarship
enables him to speak with becoming confidence on
the subjccts discussed in the earlier numbers of this
work. At the same time there are no traces of dog-
matism in the treatment of his subject. The nambers
to hand aro davoted to a thorough and exhaastive ex-
amination of the genuineness and authenuanty of Vld
Testament Scripture. Theextentand thoroughness of
the author’s lingnistic acquirements, his wide acquaint-
ance with the results of recent Bibhical cnticism are
apparent. His reasoning in defenre of the genumne.
aess of the sacred oracles is conclusive. “ The Bible
Expositor ® will add new interest to the study of the
sacred scriptures. It is published 1in a manner to
briog it within the reach of all. )

ALDERSYDE. A Border Story of Seveaty Years
Ago. By AnnieS.Swan. (Edinburgh : Oliphant, An-
derson and Ferrier.)—Amid so much that is pithless
and flabby in the.shape of storics for young peopls, it
is refreshing to come across a really good bovk that,
in addition to 2 well written narrative, carries without
obtrusion its moral withit, “ Aldersyde”is in every
respect worthy of commendation, The persons of
the story are real, not shadowy ghosts. Tkey stand
out clearly in their own individuality before the reader’s
imaginatior, This intcresting story in which the
mansers and customs of a past generation are por-
trayed is told with 2 charming simplicity and beauty
that create a most favourable impressi0n on the mind
of the reader. The tone of the book 1s thoroughly
healthy and elevating. The work has been already
received most favourably. The Prime Minister of
Great Britain read it with delight, and addressed to
its autkor a note in which he speaks most apprecia-
uvely and kindly of her effort. The book is beauti-
folly got up and cmbellished with six fine lithograph
illystrations from ariginac sketches of famous scenes
in the scuthof Scotland. R

Jook HaLLiDA Y. A Grassmaxket Hero. By Robina
¥. Hardy., (Edinburgh : Oliphant, Anderson & Fer-
rier.)—The true artist that would succeed in deline-
ating life ard character most have an opea eye for

tho bmutiful wherevesr it is to be found., Arothes i

jualification equally cssential is an aflecttonate 1n-
terest in the sobject of study. One possessing these
gifts has no Emited range of obscrvation. Lovlingss
of character is not the poenlias possession of tha great
andtite high born. In thehinblest walks of Kie isto
bz found many a gen of purgst ray serene, The
writer of Jock Halliday bas tha natural eadssments
necessary to acharming story-tslier.  Awellcultivated

mind, and previous successful expariments in authon
ship have coabled hor to produce a most readable,
interesting and instructive story of humble lifs, whose
unpromising beginnings lead under happy influences
to the most gratifying results In the parrative of
Jock Halliday’s misfostunes, struggles and successes
there is nothing unreal or exaggerated. It is a faith.
ful transcript of every~day life. Such a life as is not
only possiblé butactual ¢ven amid sordid surround-
ings. No one can read this well-told tals without
being delighted and benefited by it

LARRY GILBERT. By Mrs. S. K. Reeves. (Phil-
adelphia : The American Surday School Union.)—
This boak is written for the young. It records the
leading events in the life of the hero, Larry Gilbert.
He was an orphan who lived with his pious grand.
mother on a slope of the Blue Mouatain. He was a
good boy and made friends. His teacher took a kind-
ly interest in him. When his grandmother died he
continued for a while working with farmers in the
neighbourhood of his old home. After a time he went
to a situation in a merchantils house in town. Larry
hegan on the Jowest step in the ladder. He soon
gained the confidence of the principal and the best
people in the establishment ; but he incurred the envy
of a scape-grace clertk who treacherously made it
appear that Larry was a dishonest lad. Appearances
were against him, He was imprisoned. He hagd to
associate with hardened criminals, Two of them he
was the means of rescuing from crime. His old
teacher, now a minister, found him in prison,
Through his efforts the zeal culprit is discovered and
Larry 1s released. From that ume forward he 1s re-
spected, His prosperity enables hum to do a great deal
of good for the benefit of others. The book is well
written and attractively illustrated.

THE HOME MISSION PROBLEM.

Mr. EprTor,—May I_T:e permitted, although at |

the eleventb hour, to say a few words in regard to this
problem? T think it can all be reduced to this prin

ciple, viz., gereonal arquasntarce. ‘That was the chief
ground on which the disciples proceeded to elect a
snccassor to Judas (Acts i 21 26) That was the
guiding principle in the election of deacons according
to Acts vi. There we read of them choosing seven
menp of bonest report, full of the Holy Ghost and of
wisdom -- longuages which implies that the electors
and appointees were well known to each other. The
same principle is recognized in the advice that Pau
gives to Timotby and Titus regarding the election
of office bearers. As a bishop must rule his house
wel], then, assuming that he is warried, how can it be
known that he does so unless he lives for some time
amongst those having the zight of choosing him to
office? But it may be said with regret, that w2 never
take such a thing into consideration, if he can preach
a well composed sermon.

“ Morcover,” says Paul, “ he must have a good re-
port of them that are without,” and when, it may be
asked, do we ever takethat into considexation 2 What
is the apostles meaning here ? Partly this, that the can-
didate must live honestly among tke neighbours ; and
if we attached more importance to honest living, we
would-hear less of ministers ckeating others in horze
trading, running up bill they could not pay, getting
drunk and the likc. Even outsiders then are scme-
what interested in a man’s clection to office ; and their
collective opicion ought to influence those whose
business it is to fill the vacaacy with a suitable servant.

Now the question arises: * How are the members
of a congregation to know a man sufficiently to be
justified in accepting -of rejecting him as the case
might happean ?” to which 1 would reply - “Place
him in the vacant church for at least three months.”
You would thereby give him time to visit the people,
especially thesick ;" ways would be bettet noticed
than if he were a 1acre passing stranger, he wonld
have some tme to 1flacnce tne young, and perhaps
to start & Sabbath schoo), if there were none in the
congregation ; and be could also get ap a few fresh
sermon, which might be of use to hum elsewhere, it
his elecion in his present ptace of probation were an
impossibility,

Qutsiders wonld know him; and in the event of his
claction, it would give all a better reason for sitting
still, when asked to-come forward with-objections, if
they had any, ageinst hls induction—they would pot
be giving him the mere benefu of the doubt,

Such a trial of three months wonld ba favourable to.

his pocket. He would not be paying sailway fares
cvery little while; perhaps every wsel, especially when
certain Preshyteries might prohbit him coming with-
in their bounds. While probationers may bave their
faults, yet many a minister who prevents a proba.
ticner from coming into his Presbytery must incur a
fearful respoansibility in the face ot the text : * Hothat
despiseth you despiseth Me, and he that despiseth
Me despiseth Him that sent Me ” (Luke x, 16) ; and
again, ¥ It were better for him (tho offender) that a
millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast in-
to the sea than that he should offend one of these
cttle ones.” (Luke xviii, 2) Constant movement is a
strong temyptation to make a brobationer take undus
stcps to obtain a setilement in any congregation.

But again, such a trial of three montks would he
favourable to the congregation, although the proba-
tioner did not give satisfaction. It would be far
casier fo» the congregation to pay tile wages of a
period than the wages of a week. Look to theefforts,
I might say the unsanctified eflorts, that certain con-
gregations are obliged to put forth from time to time,
to make up the probationer’s weel’« allowance; and
as not a few congregations are ! . poor to pay the
little stipend regularly when dug, they ofien yun vpa
bill with along list of probationers, some of the Iatter re-
maining a year or more without their pay, or waiting till
the Greek kalends for it—a state ¢f things which en-
genders a bad conscience in cougregations, preventing
their growth in holiness, and makingthem liable to the
prophetic denunciation: * Cursed be he that doath
the work of the Lord deceitfully.,” (Jer, xlvili. 10.)

Supposing then that the vacant cobgregation wers
poot, it would be able to give something how-
ever smail to the servant removiag ; but there would
be fewer removals than at present, for the people
would not have therr minds upset by a variety of
preachers in every vanety of style, until all would be
obliged to yzld 10 the maxim that comparisons are
odious.

If objections should be urged against my plan, I

| would ask my cpponent, “ Have you faith inthe Word

of God?' If so can you not find therein the-principle

1 of personal acquai:ntance in solution at least with re-

gard to the filling up of vacancies; and if it should
work 1ll, woald 1t pe worse than our presans method,
which 1s at once too quick and too slow? Are not
congregations to slow when they give a hearing to s
long list of men, and too quick when they give one of
them their choice? for they have lum in the pulpit
before they are properly acquuunted with kim, and ere
long they may compel him to shake the dust off his
feet, as an unhappy termnation to his thankless
mmstry. : ¢ LECTOR.®

MORE QUERIES.

MR. EDITOR,—Was there ever any instancs of
Ged's Spirit being poured-out ipon a people after
building a grand church ?

Whether do we find the people in great grand
churches more humble than thoses who worship 2t an
altar of unhewn stone, or the reverse?

Did even Solomon’s temple humble the Jews, or
did it produce the reverse?

Have the poor ever gone to grand churches to hear
the Gospel? Will they ever go? Wil they ever eat
the crumbs from the rich man’s table?

Why isit that you can gathex the poor and the reli-
gious outcasls anywhere to hear the Word of God,
save in churches?

Was Solomon's temple 2 blessing or a curse to the
Israclites; given to them )idkie Saul to bs a kang?

Are not highly ornamented charches a siga of spir-
itual decay? Misdirected wealth?

Was evera grand chucch bult but with alarge
mixture of the 2im of tie builders of the tower of
Babel. To leave a name? A.B.C,

THE Rev. Dr. McCosh has tendered his resignation
as President of Princeton College, Princeton, N.J.
He was formerly Professor of Logic and Metaphysics
io Queen’s College, Belfast  Tn 568 be resigned and
arcepted the Presidency of Princeton Collége. Dr.
McCosh intends to devote his time to philosophic re-
search,

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.—Rev. Dr. Reid has received
the followrg sums for schemes of the Chareh, iz :
A Friend, Beverley, for Home Mission, $2}; Foredpn
Missions, $2; and French Evangelizatiop, $2; Wid-
ow's-Mits, Roslin, for Foreign Missioa Formesa, §10.




