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duc.s, fugnl arrangements, and vain repetitions,
In the words of Dr. L, Mason. “In all vocal
performances  close  attention should be given to
both words and tones. The singer should grasp
the spint of both (the music always being subor-
dinate to the emotional character of the poetry) and
make them his own; he should make an entiro surren-
der of himself to his work—throw his whole soul into
the performance, and produce a living song, which
shall draw out and Lift upward his own heart and the
hearts of those who hear; so shail he produce the cf.
fects for which music is designed, and for which it is
admirably adapted.” J. McL.

A CORRECTION.

Mr. EpiTor,—Will you allow me to make through
your columns, a correction of an accidental omission
for wiuch I am responsible, in the PRESBYTERIAN
YEAR Buuk for 1878, and which I much regret. It
occurs in the history of St. Andrew's congregation,
Kingston, in which the namo of the Rev. Dunald Ross,
now of Lancaster,is omitted from the list of clergy-
nten who successively officiated as Missionary Assrfi
ant sent out by the Ladies Missionary Association of
St. Andrew's Church.  Mr. Ross was the first mission-
ary cvangelist who labored systematically on Wolfe
Island, and his devoted missionary labors there 1aid
the foundationsof the presentcongregation, now vacant.
I dv nout know how the omission occurred, but it
certainly was most unintentional and surprised myseif
as much as anyone, If those of your readers who
hate the “Year Book” will kindly insert Mr. Ross'
name in the list of St. Andrew’s Church Missionanes
on paye 49, they will at once make the record more
correct, and otlige,

THE WRITER OF THE ARTICLE,

LOGMA AND GOSPEL,

BY A CONTRIDUTOR,

It is always well to look at both sides of disputed
questions, and when good or thoughtful men differ
considerably, the truth will in mast cases be found to
be between them.  Or it may be that they attach diff-
crent meanings to the words about which they differ.
It is quite possible, or rather probable, that no small
part of the present autery against dogma is due, as
Mr. Ryle says, to the dislike of “sound doctrine” on
the part of many to whom even such fundamental
truths as the existence of God or immortahty, are as
Principal Tulloch remarks, “dogmas of a tremendous
kind.” But words change their meanings when they
are used, not as between unbeliever and Christian, but
between Christians themselves. By the latter this
word is gencrally applied—not to the few great and
simple pnnciples un which all who “profess and call
themselves Christians™ meet as common ground, but
to the minur theulogical differences which divide
Chnisuans from Chnstans.  If Mr, Ryle's defimtion
of “dugma” were absolutely correct,then dogma could
not dinide Chnstians, for no reasonable, truth-loving
being, whether Christian or not, could hesitate to
receive a “definite, ascevtained trutk, which is nolonger
the subject of enquiry.” But how many of the dis-
tinctive Jogmas of any one Chnstian denomination
will b admitted by all others to stand on this ground /
And it not, where 15 the infallible judge to declare
which of them s that hulds the “ definite ascertamned
truth?™  But I find in the “Impenal Dictionary "—our
standard authunty,—the following defimtion of
“dogma,” which puts it 1n a different light, and 1s the
meaning most 1n accordance with the denvauon and
i which the word is used by most wnters on the
subject. “Dogma (from Creek dokeo to think)—a
scttled opinion, a principle, maxin or tenet,—a doc-
trinal notion, particularly in matters of faith and
philusophy.” The Roman Catholic talks of his
“dogma® of Papal infallibility, the High Church
Episcopalian of Aés “dogma” of apostolical succession.
Are we willing to subscribe to erther, as “ definite
ascertained truth?” Taking, then, “ dogma” to mean
what we believe as Calvinists or Arminians, as Epis-
copalians or Presbyterians, rather than what we believe
simply as Christians “looking unto Jesus,” is there
not much reason for sinking these minor differences in
the great points in which all agree. The following
words hy a great Amcerican preacher apply to 24ss side
of the question as forcibly as those of Mr. Ryle
(mvenin lastissue) do to-the other.

“What is called orthodoxy’ in cach sect falls, for

the most part, into that category about ,which men
differ and may differ, as also do what are called *fun-
damental doctnines/ Fundgmental towhat? Thatis
the question. - The doctrines which -are fundatmental
to right hiving, to raverence and love tow:rd God, and
to love and self sacrifico toward mun; the doctrines,
i other words, which are necessary to huild up god-
liness in cach particular man--about those : doctrines
there is no vamation ofbolief. So also fhere are
vanious methods of presenting the fupdamental doe-
tnnes of Christianity, and in respect of these. every
man s free.  The requirement is that cach individual
shall be perfect in Christ Jesus; and in becoming so
he is at liberty to choose the instruments that aremos

helpfut to him» :

“That Christ is the true foundation on which men
are to stand; that He is thoir excmplar, their friend,
their redeciner, their rescucr, their forerunner, the
captain of their salvation,—do not all Christians re-
Joice in that? And is not that orthodoxy? ‘If a man
can look upon Christ and say, ‘Behold the Lamb of
God that taketh away my sins,’ and if he yiclds allegi-
ance to Christ, that is cnough.”

“Thero is onc more thing of which I will speak—
namely, the word of God. That word 1s competent
to instruct men as to what is right and wrong, as to
what 15 good and evil, and as to what are the truccle-
ments of character. It is a safe guidein life. It has
aever had its parallel, even in the judgment of its
cnemics. Letmen find fault with the extemnality of
the Bible if they will; but it has the bread of cver-
lasting life init; and that §s enough for me. And
I think all men might lay aside their scepticisms and
come together and stand on that ground. The word
of God, to my thinking, is the best creed,—not creed
in the ordinary sensc of that word, but crved in the
sense that it contains those clements which cnable a
man to build up his svul and disposition into all god-
liness.”

Do we not,after all, want more study of that word,—
more faith in the teaching of the Holy Spirit in its in-
terpretation, and less of Aumarn opinion about what it
teaches? As the second advent of Christ draws
nearer, shall we not prizec more the simplicity of the
Gospel of Christ—which saved alike the guileless
Nathanael and the thief on the cross,—and place less
importance on the theological differences which have
too long divided brethren in Christ; and retarded the
conversion of the world and the progress of true
Christianity?

A VISIT TO0 THE VATICAN.—II.

8Y THE REV. DONALD ROSS, B0, LAVHINE,

During my sojourn in Rome I paid several visits to
the Vatican. To the lover of the beautiful 1in form
and color this vast repository of Art 1s one of the
chief centres of attraction in the Eterpal City. One
never grows weary wandenng among the immortal
productions of

*“The great of old!
The dead but sceptred suvrans who still rule,
Qur spirits from their urns.”
I was so entranced with the magnificence by whuch 1
was surrounded that, hke the disciples dn Tabor, 1
exclaimed to myself, “1tisgoodto be here.” 1 wished
to remain and revel i all that matchless glory which
was revealed for my contemplauon. The splendor of
1ts majestic gnd secmingly intermuinable gallenes niust
be seen to be understood, for they bafile descniption.
Who can picture intelligently to a bhnd man the glory
of setting suns? Who can convey to one who has
seen only our low hill ranges a true nouon of the sub-
himuty and awful grandeur of the Alps, peak tewenng
above peak, and wreathed with mists or crowned with
everlasting snow? The Neapolitans proclaim to the
world the surpassing glory of their city, in the proverb,
“Sec Naples and dic.” 1 would say toeverylone who
possibly can, “See the Vatican with its unnvalled
treasures and live” I stood enchanted before
Raphael's divine creations, “ The Transfiguration,” and

“The Madonna and Child.” I feasted my eyes on |

Domenichino’s wonderful picture, “The Communion
of St. jJerome,” till the vision waked within me thoughts
that do lie too deep for tears.” I gazed upon that
marvel of the chisel, “The Laocoon,” and felt the ir-
resistible fascination of its powerful expression as |
contemplated the father and his sons writhing 1n 4gony
beneath the ughtening folds of the avenging serpent.
I surveyed with an ccstasy of delight the “Apollo
Belvidere,” which exhibits such exquisite grace, and

ideal perfection, .as. well as-the collossal Torso of
Hercules, from whose .studys Micluael .Angelo drew
that mspiration which made him the greatest scaiptor
of his age. [ went intothe Sistine Chapel and looked
with mingled feclings of. wondet and awe.aat. Michael
Aggelo's nnmortalifresco af, “ Tha:Last Judgment” .1
watidered through the muscums of scylpivre and dntiv
quitics, filled with admiration at- the precious tolltc-
tions they contain,-and.which arc'duento .tha munifis
cence of the later Popes.- Jut it woald réquire weeks
or even months of. caraful and minute exatnination to
do-dnything like justice to the magnificent fredsures of
thegreat Pontifical Palace.  Yet cved-such d cursdry
inspection of them as my- limited timie pérmitted me
to make has filled me with sublime and'haly vision
which will haunt me untit my dying.day, and 1 dévolnty
thank God that 1 hawe been privileged to bebdld so
miuch that is beautiful and inspiring, L

But, when I was abiout to sct out upow my pilgrim.
age to the wonddrful city of the Tiber, I redolved; if
possible, to see more of the Vatican'than its rendwiled
gallevics and muscums;” in which are treasuted so
many of the' noblest \creations of human Periud.: 1
felt that a visit to this palatial pile would be $tidom.
plete unless I obtained a view, at least; bf its illustiions
and vencrable occupant. v oo st

I saw the king agnin and agaih driving fh an ogen
carriage bn the Pirician, accompattied by His sori who
has succeeded him upon’ thb throne. 1 i’éc%g'u'ﬁéd
him at once from his picture which is now so famffar
to every one. He was neither preceded by outriders
nor attended by o militaty’ éscort.  He was accustom-
cd to pay but little attentlon to the propricties of
royalty. He was impatient of “the divinity that doth
hedge a king,” and was habitually brezking through it.
He loved to mingle with his subjects, and in the after-
noons, when the elife of Rome promehade in the
magnificent gardens on the Pincian or sweep along in
cendless file in their grand equipages ' )

“Keeping ti i
Ina shrict Reats dyomss

to the strains of a military Land, he was almost sure
to be seen in the brilliant and gay throng, graciously
acknowledging the manifestations -of loyalty to his
person and government which constantly greeted him,
I found that the citizens touk pride in telling how he
had been tn their shops and talked with them as if he
were onc of themselves.. This identification of him.
sclf with the people was one of the secrets of his
marvellous popularity, and of his succeds in achieving
Italian umity. But there was no chance of seeing his
Hobhness on the Pincian, nor in the splendid gardens
of the Villa Borghese or Villa Pamfih Dora, noreven
in St Peter's, the grand basilica of the Vatican.: The
stately processions from the Quirinal and Lateran
palaces to St. Peter’s, duning which onc mught catch
a glimpse of him seated u his carriage and showenng
benedictions upon the kneeling and adoning crowds
that lined the streets, had become athing of-the past.
Since the entry of the troops of Victor Emmanuel on
the 15th September, 1870, he studiously kept himself
within the precincts of the Vaucawn, It was rumoured
and generally credited that he had fled from the city
on that LUlack Thursday on which the rod of earthly
cmpuc had been wrested from his hands, and the
States of the Church were added {o the kingdom into
which the brave Savoyard monarch had cemented aii
the scattered fragments of the ftahan-peninsula. But
the rumour was without foundation, To disprove it
and convance the Romans and the world that then he
was no cruven, that he was prepared to braye any
adignuty or violence which the usurper might infuct
upon him, he walked along the whole length of - the
Corsp on the following day (F nday),accompanied bya
Cardinal on his nght hand and left, and two other pre-
Jates, and his chaplain behind lhim. Only a few
suldiers of the Noble Guard auended him. He re-
ceived the affectionate reverence of the people, and
bestowed upon them his blessing, Then he retreated
to the Vatican, and never agam set foot beyond s
gates. A little more than twenty years before this
eventful incident, which must be regarded as one of
the mos; momentous tyming ponts n the history of
the Papacy, ke fled from the vengeance.of the Roman
populace who were maddened by the revolutionary
spurit of the day, and found an asyluym under the agis
of Ferdinand, King of Naples, at Gaeta, But there
was no danger of lus suffering personal violence when
Victor Emmanuel took possession of Rome in the
name of regencrated ltaly, and set up his throne in



