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a most cxcellent step towand a better life. You can pain
saclety’s respect again only by doing your duty, and nothing
can be duty more plainly than this.

After a moment's hesitation he said, **1 do not think an
{nterview with mother now will do either of us any good,
but, as you say, you have a right to ask this, and much more,
of me. 1 \vili g£o to her hotel and do the best I can; but
somehiow mother don't understend human nature—or, at
least, my natur-—and when I have been doing wrong she
always makes me fecel like doing worse.”

“If you are to succeed in your endeavour you are not to
act as you feel.  You are to do right Rencmber that in
your cffort to win the position you wish in this city, you
start with at least one friend 1o whom you can always come.
Good bye.” And Mrs, Amot rclumc& home weary and sad
from the day's unforeseen experiences.

In answer to Laura's cager questioning, she related what
had happened quite full{. veiling only that which a delicate
regard for others would lead her to pass in silence.  She
made the young gul womanly by treating her morc as
a woman and a compamon than as a ctuld. In Mrs, Arnot’s
estimation her niece had reached an age when her inno-
cence and simphicity could not be maintuned by cfforts

i 10 keep her shallow and ignorant, but by revealing to her
life an its reality, so that she iight wiscly and gladly choose
the good from its happy contrast with evil and its incvitable
suffering.

The innocence that walks blindly on amid carth’s snares
and pitfalls is an uncertain possession ; the innocence that
recognizes evil, but turns from it with dread and aversion is
priceless.

Mrs. Arnot told Laura the story of the young man's fally
substantially as he had related it to her, bul she skilfully
shewed how one comparatively venial thing had led to an-
other, until an act had been commiitted which might have re-
sulted in years of imprisonment.

“ Let t?ﬁs sad and miserable affair teach you,” said she,
¢ that we are never safe when we commence to do wrong or
act foolishly. WWe can never tell to what disastrons lengths
we may go when we leave the path of simple duty.”

While she mentioned kHaldane's resolution to regawn, 1f pos-
sible, his good name and posiion, she skallfully removed
from the maiden’s mind all romantic notions concerming the
young man and her trelation to lus conduct.

Laura’s romantic natute would always be a source both
of strength and weakness. \Vhile, on the one hand, it ren-
dered her incapable of a sordid and calculating scheme of
life, on the other it might lead to feeling and action irejudi-
cial to her happiness.  Mrs. Amot did not intend that she
should brood over Haldane antl her vivid imaganation
should weave a net out of his misfortunes which maght en-
snare her heart. It was best for Laura that she should re-
ccive her explanations of life in very plan prose, and the pic-
ture that her aunt presented of Haldane and his prospects
was prosaic indeed. He was shewn to be but an ordinary
young man, with more than ordinary bad tendencics. While
she commended his effort in itself, she plainly stated how
wanting it was in the true clements of success, and how great
were her fears that it would mect with otter farlure. Thus the
affair ended, as fac as Laura was concerned, 1n a sincere paty
for her premature lover, and a mild and natural interest in
his future welfare—but nothing more.

Mr. Amot utteted an wnprecation on learning that his wife
had gone secunity for Haldane, But when he found that
she had acted through Mr, Mclville, in such a way that the
fact nced not become known, hie concluded to remain silent
concerning the matter. Heand his wifemet at the dinner-table
that evening as if nothing unusaal had occurred, both hav-
ing concluded to ignore 2l that had transpired, if possible.
Mrs. Arnot saw that her husband had only acted character-
istically, and, from his point of view, correctly.  Perhapshis
recent expenience would preveat ham from being unduly
harsh again should there ever be sumilar cause, which was
quite improbable.  Since it appeared that she could minister
to his happiness in no other way save through her property,
she deaided toleave him the one meagre gratification of which
he was capable.

The future in its general aspects niay here be anticipated
by .riefly stating that the cchoes of the affur gradually died
away. Mr. Amot, on the teceipt of a check for oue thousand
dollars from Mrs. Haldanc's lawyer, was glad to procure
Mr. Melville’s release from the bond for which his wife was
pledged, by assuring thelegal authoritics thathe wouldnot pro-
sccute.  The superior young man, who made frec doinks the
ambition of his life, had kept himself well informed, and on
learning of the onder for his arrest, left town temporarily for
parts unknown. The papers made the most of thesensation,
to the disgust of all concerned, but reference to the affair
soon dwindled down to an occasional paragraph. The city

ress concluded cditonally that the great manufacturer had

n harsh only scemingly, for the sake of eflect, and with

the understanding that lus wife would show a little balanc-
ing kindness to the culpnt and his anstocratic mother.  That
Haldane should still remain an the ity was explaned on the
ground that he was ashamed to go home or that he was not
wanted there.

(Z0 be continned.)

FIGHIT 4 GOOD FIGHT.
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A stingy Christian was listening to a charity sermon.  He
was nearly deaf, and was accustomed to st facng the con-
gregation, right ander the pulpit, with his cas-trumpet das
rected upward toward the preachc.  The scrmon moved
hir considerably. At onc time he said to himself, “1'll
give $10; " again he said, ** Tllgive $15." At the close of
the appeal he was very much moved, and thought he would
give $30. Now the boxes were passed.  As they moved
along his charity began to ooze out.  lle came down from
fifty lo twenty, 1o ten, to five, 10 zcro. e concluded that
he would not give anything.  **Yet,” said he, *“this won't
do~1 am in a bad x. This covelousness will be my
nuin.” The boxes were getting nearer and nearer.  The

crisis wasupon him. \What should he do? The box was now
under his chin—ar the congregation were looking, Hehad

been holding}his pocket-book in his hand during this solilo-
quy, which was hall audible, though in his deafness he did
not kaow that he was heard.  In the ngony of the final mo-
ment he took his pocket-booi. and laid itin the box, saying to
himselfas hie did It, ** Now squirm, old aatur’ 1" ,

Here is a key to the problem of covetousness.  Old natur
must go under. It will take great giving to put stinginess
down. A few experiments of putting in the whole pocket-
book may, by-and-by, get the heart into the charity-box, and
then the cure is reached.  All honour to the deaf old gentle-
man. He did a magnificent thing for himself, and gave an
example worth imitating, besides poynting a paragraph for
the students of human nature,—Good [Fords.

WHAT WE MAY DO.

No human being can be isolated and self.sustained. The
strongest and bravest and most helpful have yet, acknowled-
ged or unaci-nowledged to themselves, moments of hungry
soul-yearnings for companionthip and sympathy. For the
want of this, what wrecks of humanity lie strewn about us—
youth wasted for the mocking semblance of friendship ; adrift
at the mercy of chance, for the grasp of a truc firm hand,
and a kindly, loving heart, te counso:l. It is affecting to see
how strong is this yearning, so fatal to its possessor if not

uided 1i xiﬂly. such a life-anchor if safely placed? ** Friend.
ess 1" \Vhat tragedy there may be hidden in that one httle
word ! Nonc to labour for; none to weep or smile with 3
none to care whether we lose or win 1n hfe’s strupgle! A
kind word or smile, coming to such a one unexpectedly at
some such crisis of life, how often has it been like the pﬂmk
to the druwming man !—lacking which he must surely have

erished.  These, surely, we may bestow as we pass those
ess favourcd than ourselves, whose souls are waiting for our
sympathetic recognition.

WORKING FOR GOOD.

It is only in the Word of God that we learn to consider
affliction as a blessing.  The utmost which the most refined
philosophy can effect is to remove from our sorrows that
which is imaginary, to divert the attention from the cause ol
distress, and to produce a sullen and stoical resignation, more
like despait than hope.  The rehigion of the Gospel grapples
with the evil itself, overcomes 14, and transforms it nto a
blessing. It is by no mcans included in the promises made
to true Christians that they shall be excmpt from suffering.
On tire contrary, chastisement forms a necessary part of that
paternal discipline by which our Heavenly Father fits His
children for their eternal rest in glory. The Psalmistasserts
the blessedness of the man who is chastened by the Lord,
with this qualification, as necessary to constitute it a bless.
ing, that he is also instructed in divinc truth. By this we
understand that the influence of chastiement is not physical:
tha* mere suffering has no inherent efficay ; but that the af-
flictions of this life are, 14 the hand of God, instrumental in
impressing divine truth upon the heart, awakening the at-
tention of the believer to the consideration of his own char-
acter and situation, the promises of the gospel and the re-
wards of heaven. The child of God is assured that all things
work together for his good ; in this is phinly included the
pledge, that chasisements aud afiction shall eventually
prove a blessing ; and this is venfied by the experwence of
the whole Church.—Rev. ¥ W. Alexander, D.D.

CLERGYMEN'S SONS.

I think that of all sections of mankind the clerpy arcthgse
to whom, not only for their own sakes, but for the sake of
the community, marriage should be most commended. Why,
sir, ate you not aware that there are no homes in England or
Scotland from which men who have served and adomced
their country have issued lorth in such periodical numbers as
those of the clergy of our Church 2 What other class can pro-
duccalistso crowded with eminent names as we can boast in
the sons we have reared and sent forth into the world ? How
many .tatesmen, soldicrs, salors, lawyers, physicians, au-
thors, men of scicnce, have been soas of village p:tslors? Na-
turally, for with us they recaive careful education, they ac-
quire, of ncccss'xl;{. the simple tastes and disciplined habits
which lead to industry and perseverance ; and for the most
part they carry with them through life a purer moral code, a
more systematic reverence for things and thoughts rehigious,
assuciated with their eatliest images of affectivn and respect
than can be expected from the sons of laymen, whose parents
are wholly temporal and worldly.—Zord Lyfon.

Wist and good men will avoud controversy and disputa-
tion, as far as they can; yet they must not determine against
them, ot condemn them indisciminately ;3 for when false
teachers come in unawares to subvert men's souls 3 when the
fundamental truths of the gospel are oppused or perverted,
and the principles of men are poisoned by pernicious tencts,
we ought to  contend camest:, ~ (though in meckness) **for
the faith once dclivered to the saiats ;™ and to decline con-
troversy in such circumstances argues lukewarmness and
cowardice, rather than meekness and wisdome—2Dr, 7o
Scott.

A MINISTER, visiting in the house of a lady, aroused the
cntiasm of her son by speaking ** impohitely,” as he nghtly
said, of the ministers of lus own aity. e ignored all titles,
and talked of ** Hall, ** Jones,” ** Dick,” ** Smith,” and
others. A theolepical student was shortly afterwards dis-
cussing churches, and meationed thair pastors in the same
rude manncr, exciting the remark in one who heand him,
that he “ bus yet to leam some of the rules of politeness.””
In both cases the criticism was just. \When ministers are
spoken of, and especially when they speak of cach other, so
primary a mark of courlesy ought not 1o be forgoticn.  But
1t is a rule that does not aplply exclusively to mimsters, It
should shape the manness of all persons in all their relations.
It is easy to be polite, 2nd as it is so much more becoming,
there is no excuse for the rudeacss that is so often practised
in this particular. .

nrmisu anp Foreion Grexs,

. AT the Vatican Consistory to be held on December 15th,
it is expected an imprtant allocution will be pronoun by
the Pope,

Tue Rev. D, Lonald McLeod, Glasgow, has declined
the call to the pastcrate of St. George's Church and parish,
Edinburgh.

Rev. Dr. Bunpingrox, the well-known clergyman, who
suffered recently from cancer, died at Brooklyn, N. Y., on the
29th November.

ths Excellency the Governor-General has nresented a
bronze medal to be competed for by the pupifs attending
the public schools at Victoria, New Westminster and Na-
naimo.

TuE authorities in Rockford, Ill., have issued an order
that all saloun-heepers must rewove all blinds and screens
from their winduws, so that the publicly generally can see
what is going on inside.

THE number of unsealed registered letters received at
New York alone exceeds 2,000 per annum.  In the last six
months, the letters of this sort left at that office contained
$211,464.77 in money, checks and drafts.

Jouxn Duny, of South African fame, the influential ad.
viser of King Cetewayo, and now one of the tribal chiefs, is
to receive the order of St. Michael and St George, in re-
fogsilion of hig services to the British Government in Zulu.
and.

THe trustees of Dr. Talmage's chutch at Brooklyn, N.Y .,
have unanimously adopted a resolution favounn t?:cscpzr:h
tion of the Brooklyn tabernacle from the Presbytenan de-
nomination so long as the attack on Talmage by his minis.
terial brethren continues.

IN the Frith of Forth, where shoals of herrings are rarely
to be seen, steamers have literally of late had to plough
their way through myriads of closely-packed fish, and the
Voluntee- Artillery have reccived orders not to practise, lest
the reparts of the guns should disturb them.

A RuE despatch says the Propaganda Fide has approved
the proposal of Cardinal McCloskey for the establishment of
three bishoprics in Amenea ander the jurisdiction of the
Archbishop of New York. The Propaganda will instruct
gnrdinal McCloskey as to the most suttable location of the

ce.

PRUSsIA has eighteen pnisons for tramps and vagrants. In
1874 there were 4,600 commitments to these institutions, but
the number has increased every year, and for 1878 was 9,.
000. Of these 8,000 were men and 1,000 women. They
cost the country $650,000, but camed while in durance
$275,000. .

THE Bishop of Massia, vicar apostolic over a portion of
Abyssinia, has been impnisonsd by Ring {ohn. The Vati-
can camestly requesied France and other Governments,
through the intermediacy of France, to obtain his liberation.
The Pope will also send delegates to the King to intercede
for the Bishop's release.

A ROME despatch, says the ** Fanfulla,” states that the
Papal Nuacio was stopped on the way to Belgium,
{resh difficulues being anticipated by the discovery that Car-
dinal Nina, the Papal Sccretary of State, has been iing one
languags officially to the Belgian ministry, and another pri-
vately to the bishops.

I7 is said that one-third of the childien in Belgium are
being educated by the Clericals and the remaining two-thirds
in the communal schools. The London ** Times * says that
a teacher of a primary school near Liege having, by direction
of the Bishop, been refused the Catholic rites of marriage, she
appealed to the Pope, who ordered the Bishop to allow the
marriage.

THE village of Villard d'Arenne, in the Hautes-Alpes,
France, is slowly but surely going down hill in a very un-
comfortable and unheard of manner. The church and the
cemetery are Jmnicul:uly unforiunate, and sec® to be set-
ting a very bad cxample gencrally.  The inhabitants are do-
ing their best to avert a catastrophe by means of dykes, but
so far unsuccessfully.

OME of the latest Ritualistic developments in England bas
been the formation of what is called the Guild of St Luke.
This socicty, which sccks to band together medical men of
pronounced Anglican tendencies, recently held high fesuval
in St. Paul’s Cathedral and in various ways is thrusting itself
upon the notice of the public. The London ¢ Lancet” ob-
serves this movement, it says, with profound apprehension.

Tite monks of the Gothard Hospice, in the Alps, say that
during the year ending Sept. 30, they relieved 11,101 in-
digent wayfarers of all nations among whom they have dis-
tributed 45,966 rations.  They have also granted hospitality
10 132 persons suffering from the effects of exposure, and
made many gilts of clothing. The expenditure of the hos-
pice having exceeded its income, the monks appeal to the
public for help to enable them to continue their good work.

Ix Villebrook, near Antwerp, the local authoritics recently
decided that the new school-year should commence with
the celebration of the mass. At the proper time they pre-
sented themselves with the pupils of their schools and their
teachers at the church to laEc part in the service.  Theyen-
terered the church and waited in vain.  When the officating

riest Icamned of then presence in the ehurch he brusquely
ﬁ:fl the cdifice, returned to his house, and refused to celebrate
the mass.

A PaRIs despatch.says the Archbishop of Mechlin, Bel-
ium, in * recent pastoral, assetts that the Pope is nol in.
allible, except when he Judges questions which rest on the

testimony of God and that of s revealed truth, Itis ine
tended to tebut the charpe that the Belpan Bishiops are
guilty of schism or disobedience in distegarding the Pope's
admonitions respecting the cducational agitation.  The Bishe
op of Toumay, the most violent opponent of the Liberal
Calunet, has been superseded by an admimistrator appointed
by the Pope. The Bishop’s mind is believed to be unsound.




