At that time every individual tree grow.
er had to make his own experiments,
but, as u vesult of the work of the Expe.
rimental Farms in Manitoba and  the
Northwest the whole question of tree
growth on the pluing has now been placed
In an entirery different position. At these
farms, situated at Brandon and Indian
Head, respectively, experiments have been
carried on for a number of years and the
results are now available for generul in-
formation.

The trees which have been fouud most
satisfactory for planting for windbreak
behs are the Box Elder or Manitoba
Qaple, the Elm, the Green Ash and the
Poplars. ‘The Poplars are fast growcrs.
but the wood is soft and not very dur
able. The Elm and Ash form a firm wood
but grow slowly. The tree which has, on
the whole been found most sstisfactory
for general purposes, is the Manftoba Ma-
ple, as it grows tapidly and strongly.
Shelter belts are most useful on the north
and west sides of the land to be protect
ed, as it is from thesc dircctions that
the prevailing winds come. Satisfactory
belts bave been formed by planting the
irees five feet apart cach way, twenty
rows in a belt, making a shelter 100 fcey
in width. Thick licdges have also been
used as wind-breaks, made by planting
two and threc rows of trees three feet
apart, the trees being placed about two
feet apart in the rows, and these have
soon formed excellent shelter.

The cost per acre of planting the trees
and cultivating until they arc large on-
ough to shade the ground and preveat
weeds from growing so that they need no
further care, is found at Brandon to be
§16.25, ard at Indian Head from 812 to
$18.

Trees may also be grown {rom sced, the
most hardy being produced from sced
found in the country. Large quantitics
of the sced of the Manitoba Maple have
been distributed from the experimental
farms and as this tree produces sced in
8x or seven yeary there will soon be
plenty of it available.

There have been distributed from the
Indian Head farm 220,000 younz forest
irees and cuttinge and 4,000 lbs. of iree
seeds, and from the Brandon farm 600,000
trees and cuttings, and 1,900 1bx. of »ced.

While the cxperimental farms  have
dene very much in the distribution of
seed and cuttings to the scttlers, there
seems to be still an vpening sor some ad-
ditional work in bringing the results of
the experiments before the people most
Intercsted, and in assisting them to take
advantage of such results. If the =ett-
lers could Rave to some extent the per-
¢onal supervision of competent tree plant-
crd in the sctting out and subsequent care
of the plantations, success would be rea-
schllc ccrtain, and each such succesful
plantation would be an object lesson o
the whole nelghhothood. By the reaame
of the «gprt of the Chief Faspoctor of
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Forestry for the Dominion in another col-
umn, it will be scen that he 13 projecting
a plan of organization ulong these lines.
The Division of Forestry of the Unit-
c¢d States have made arrangenents Jsor
laying out plantatious for scttlers, prece-
dence  being given to lands considered
nfost Ukely to fernish most useful ex-
amples after a study of the ground has
been made. An agrecment is made be-
tween the owner and the Secretary of
Agriculture which provides that the De-
partment, after personal study on the
ground by ity agent or agents, shall pre-
pare a plan for planting and caring for a
forest plantation, wood lot, shelter belt
or wind-break on the iand; that the plan
shall be prepared for the purpose of pro-
moting and increasing the present value
and usefulness of said land to ity owner
and to develop and perpetuate a planta-
tion of forest trees upon It, the Depart-
ment to supervise the execution of the
plan so far as may be nccesary and w
have the sight to publish and distribute
# and its resulta for the information of
farmers «nd others whom it way concern.
The working of this plan in the United
States will be watched avith interest. as it
way be advisable to adopt a sunilar plan
i Capads, if it is found to work »atie
factorlly and give the deuired results.
The report of the aunnual wecting of
the Forestry Association is ready for di--
tribution. The design on thic cover Is very
good and is the work of Mr. L. Pereira, the
assistant-sceretary of the Departinent of
the luterior. Great difficulty was expe-
ricnoed in odtaining sultable illustrations
for the report, 23 this branch oi photogra-
vhy docs not zppear to have Leen given
the attention it certainly descrvex. The
sccretary will be pleased to send a cepy
of ‘the report to anyonc interested in

timber or forestry.
- L ] *

We clip the following as 2 sample of a
paragraph which appears occasionally in
aUr NEWSPAPErS:

ANOTHER TOWN BURNED.

Elmira, N. Y., Mzy 8~All the buildings
in the vilage of Corbers, Potter Co., P,
were destroyed by forest fires this after-
noon and several peeple were badly bumn-
cd, the Inhabitants fled to Galeton, and
many of them are now quartered in the
Buffalo and Susquchanna Railroad statien
there.

The fact that such fires still occur, even
in long settled districts, as titness the
great Casselman fire of a few years ago,
points to the neeessity for a continual agi-
tation of the question of the prevention
of forest fires not only for the value of the
woad destroyed, but for the danger there
is to the homes and lives of those who
may be in their path. The long spell of
dry weatt v which we have had this spring
was particalarly favorable to the -tarting
and spread of foreqg fires, and we cannot
too frequently or urgently impress the ne-
cesvity for care on the part of all thase
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who use fie in the wouds, and of an in-
taligent »tudy of the tweans of nreventing
thetr spread.  ‘The question of making
compulsory the building of fireproof houses
and of preventing the piling of Jumber
within the city limits in being discasoed
with much warmth and interest ut the
pre ent time in Hull and Ottawa. Ottawa
has progressad somewhat since the days
when it was described by a certain distin-
guished person us “a city of lumber piles
and civil servants,” but the lumber indus-
try Is still one of the main sources of
weulth, although as a result of the change
in conditions the sawing of the lumber 12
not concentrated in Ottawa to anything
like the extent it was some ycars ago.

‘The change, as well as the stiil great im-
portance of the lumber trade in Ottawa js
illustrated very cleariy by the statement
n~de by Mr. J. RR. Booth before the Board
of Trade of that city.

The fires at Hull and Ottawa illustrate
very forcibly the dependence of a large
number of our citizens upon the continu-
ance of the wood industries in their vari-
ous forms. Practically the whole of the
City of Xull, and a large part of the poju.
‘ation of Ottawa are more or less directly
dependent on the lumber mills, and the
pulp and paper and other industriex. If
the two largest cstablishments were 1ot to
resume operations it would mean almost
the wiping out of the City of Hull, and
would give the prosperity of Ottawa a
blow from which it would take long to 1c-
cover. The stoppage of the manufacionies
would not be a greater dizaster than the
loss ot the sources of supply througl
waste or improvidence, and it is here that
the work of the Canadian Forestry Asso-
ciation should come in to call attention to
the necessity of taking stock of our forest
resources and providing for their proper
management, 20 that they may be a con-
tinuous source of wealth to the country,
and may be available for those industrial
purposes for which they will alwways be in
demand.

The wooden house may be 3 more im-
portant sodal factor than many of us are
inclined to think I the following state
ment by a recent American writer can be
accepied:

“Stone and brick are the almcet exclu-
sive building materials of Europe, and in
our larger citics these materials, together
with iron used in Iarge edifices are gradu-
ally driving out the typical Amerimmn
“frame™ house. Not unlikely the latter
will have practically disippeared from the
United States in the course of fifty years
If 20 1t is by no mcans a thing to be de-
sired.  Stonc and brick houses are, no
doubt, more lasting and substantial than
wooden housce, but also far more expen-
sive. If the average American family of
small means in the future will not be able
to obtain the cheap and commodious {same
dwelling in which it lives to-day that will
xean a lang downward step in our stan?.



