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togrether, lived as it were in common, and it ivas even the custom, to elt'ct a
chairman at t.he outset to preside over the cornpany during the journev.
In addition to other discomforts, travellers were in constant danger of b-ýing
attncked by footpads or highwaymen, ups3et owingy to the condition of thie
roads, or overtaken in sk",ms against which the poorly constructed coach
atï'orded but littie protection.

About the latter part of the sixteenth century, packets began to he ern.
ployed for the conveyance of mails, but communication even between
diflerent parts of the United Kingdom. was vexy infrequent, whilefoin
voyages were more irr-'gular. During the wars with the French in the
seveniteenth century, they were often captured by privateers, thoughi they
occasionally came off victorious after a fierce struggle. During the nmoýt
tevorable voyagesi the correspondeuce wvas invariably wet through, and the
"crats " not inf requently appeased their literary appetite by devouringr a
portion.

Without detailing the various changes by which the post-office reaclied
its preseut complexity of operation, a superficial glauce wvill reveal the faet
that our largest post-offices have developed from very small beginning%.

In 1796 the number of men employed iu the London post-office for
general post delivery was 126. Many piices formerly quite separate ïruin
the motropolis have since been incorporated in it, and the aggloîneratioiî is
now known postally us the metropolitan district. In 1884 the nui)her of
nmen re(1uired to discharge the duty of letter deliverv in this district wvas
no less than 4,030. The oflicers at present employed in the metropulitan
district exceed I 0,000, i. e., exclusive of the postmen above referred to. In
1708 the staff of the Edlinburgh post-office was coniposed of no more than
seven persous. Iu 1884 the total nuinber employed was 939. In 179.1 the
staff 0f the Glasgow post-office wiva coinposed of only eighit persons. At
present the staff of the Glasgow post-ofllce numnbers 1,267.

One novel department of the postal systen in operation on most great
post routs is the Travelling Post Office, called when brevity is desirable, as
is often the case, the 'P. P. O. It consists of two or three, somietin1esý niore,
railway carr-iat2e:i connected by a hooded gangway or passage. (See initial
cut). One side of the carrnage is occupied by a series of pigeon-holes
divided into groups for convenience of sortiug letters. The nmait bags; are
delivered by an apparatus consistiug of an armn or arns of stout iron
attached to the carniage, which can be exteuded outward f ronm the side, and
to the end of whichi the mail bag is suspended, and a receiving, net aiso
attached to the ;ide of the carniage, which eau likewise be extended outward
to catch the mnails to be taken up-this portioù actin'g the part of an îerial
trawl net, to capture the bags suspended fromn brackets on a roadside.

Though figures are of little service in conveyiug to our miuds a due con-
ception of the amount of work which they tepres8ent, yet sorne idea of the
miagnitude of the labor performed by the British post-office may be inferred
from the fact that in 11883 the letters, post-cards, books, circulars, and
newspapers transmitted through the office during that year nunihercd
1,853,541,400. The total we-.ght, exclusive of the mail bags, would exceed
42,000 tons, which would be sufficient to provide full freight for a flIet of


