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1 np{wuho you. Have you not felt this poace which |
has kept you up nmong all your troubles 1 And it
shall bo ever with you, for * the mountains shatll de-
pait, and tho hills bo removed,” &,

Wo obiserve, again, that thoro is a rich profusion
in the gift itselfe. Qur follow-creatures, when often
usked u favour, wearied with solicitations, say,
4 L'his is tho last time I will do it3” hut tho more
wo ask of tho Saviour, the more will ho be liboral.
Ilis peace is represented as a * great poace™—flow-
ing as & river—* peaco which passoth all uudor.
stunding”——peace in death—peace in judgment.
* Ho is willing todo exceeding abundantly above all
that wo con usk or think’ and says * open thy
mouth wide, and I will fill it.”

Auother poculiarity in the bequest is, that it ox-
tends to everlasting ages; and if any of us possess
itnow, it will be with usto the cotutless ages of
eternity, &e.

This will supply us with ono or two inforcrces.

First. ‘That tho gospel is * worthy of all accepta-
tion.” I weuld recommend it to overy individual,
heeauso you all stand in need of poace, and the gos-
pel gives it.  Aro there any bowed down with sor-
rows, not knowing where to look fur rest? To
such I would sny, Well, my serrowful fiiend, bur-
deucd with afilictions, turn frommen to the Saviour,
and you shall thero find what you in vain seck for
in tho world.  Have recourso to hitn, and he ¢ will
givo you rest,” &c.

Again. The gospel disposes to charity, and dif-
fuses peace around, and the moro we have of this
peace, the wore bappy shail we be, &c. Aud the
ultimate resulis of tho gospel shall indeed be glori-
ous, I will conclude with 2 passage from Isaiah,
that beautiful picture, where, speaking of the latter-
day glory, hosays, 4 And tho cow and the bear
shall l:ccj,” &¢. Bay God hasten that happy event
throngh Jesus Christ.—Amen.
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LITERATURE.
THE AURORA BOREALIS.

———————Siicnt from the north

A blaze of meteors shoots: ensweeping first

The lower skics, they all at once converge

High to the crown of heav's, and all at ouce

Relapsing quick, as quickly reascend,

Ard mix and thwart, eatiuguish and renew,

All cther coursing in 8 maze oflight  Lhomson.

TucAvnoraBortaris, sometimes called Stream-
ers, is anextraordinary meteor, orluminousappear-
ance, shewing itsell in the nigit tune tu the north-
ern part of the hieavens ; aud most usually in frosty
weather. It is generally of o reddish colour, inelin-
aug to ycllow, and sends out frequent corruscations
of pale light, which scemn to rise from the herizon
m a pyramidical undulating form, aud sheot with
great velocity up ta the zeunth.  The aurora Borea-
Iis appears frequently in the form of an arch, chiclly
in the spring and awtumn, afier 2 dry year. ‘Che
arch is pmdy bright, pardy dark, but generally
transparent: and thewaiterof which it consists, iszi-
sefound to have nu eflect onrays oflight which pass
through it. .Dr. Hawilton -observes, that he could
plainly discemn-the smallest speck in the Pleiades
trough tho deusity of those clouds which formed
tho Aurora Borealisin 1763, without the least dimi-
nution of its splendour, or incronse of twinkling,
This kind of weteor, which is more uncommon

as we approach towards the equator, is almost
constant during the loug winter, aud appears with
the greatest luswre in the polar regions. In the
Shedand Isles, the  Merry Dancers,” as the
northern lights are there called, are the constant
attendants of clear evenings, and zfford great relief
cuidst the gloum of the long winter niglts. They
commonly appear at twilight, near the horizon, of
a1 dun colour, approaching to ycllow; they some-
tmes continue i that state for several hours, with-
out any perceptible motion; and sometimes break
out into streams of stronger light, sproading into
columns, 2nd altering slowly ato ten thousand dif-
ferent shapes, wnd varying their colours from all
the tints of yellow, to the most obscure russct.
They often cover tho whole hemisphere, and then
exhibit the most brilliant appearance. Their mo-
tions at this timo are most. amazingly quick; and
thoy astonish the spectator with the rapid changes
of their form. ‘They break out in places where

e heavens, ave suddenly extinguished, and are
succoeded by o unifor dusky tract.  This again iy
brilliantly illwminated in the “same manner, und s
suddenly loft u dark epaco.  In sowe nights, thoy
assume the appearance of large coluius, on ony
sido of the deopost yellow, and on tho other, gra-
dunlly cltangivg, till it becomes undistinguished
from thosky. ‘They have generally a strong tremu-
lous motion from ovacend to the oihier, and this
continues till the whole vanishes.

As for us, who seo only the extremitics of these
northery phenomena, we ean have but « faint idea
of their splendour and motions. According to the
state of the ztmosphore, they difier in hue; nud
sometitues assuming the colou? of blood, they make
a dreadful appearance. The rustic sages who ob-
servo thom, become prophetic, and tervify the
spectators with alarins of war, pestilence, and fa-
mine.  Nor, indeed, wero these superstitions presa-
ges peculiar to thonorthern islunds: appenrancesof
a similar nature aro of ancien. date ; and they wore
distinguished by the appeliations of * phasmata,”
s teabes,” and “halides,” according to their forms
and colours, Inold times they were cither more
rare, or less frequently noticed; they were suppo-
sed to portend great oveuts, and the timid imagina-
tion formed of them atrial conflicts. .

In the northen latitudes of Sweden and Lapland,
the Aurere Borcales aro not only singularly beauti-
ful in their appoarance, but they afford travellers,
by their ahinost constant efiulgence, a very hcauti-
ful light during the wiolo night. In Hud<wn's Bay
thio Aurora Borealis diffuses « variegated splendour,
which is said to equal that of the full maon. In the
uorth-eastern parts of Siheria, according to the de-
scription of Ginelin, these northern lights are observ-
cd to * begin withsingle Lright pillars, rising in
the north, and almost at the samo tme in the north-
cast, which, gradually incroasing,  comprehend 2
large space of the heavens, rush about from place
to place with incredible velocity, and finally, almost
cover the whole sky up to the zenith, and produce
an appearauce #s if’ a vast tent were expanded in
the heavens, glittering with gold, rubies, and sap-
phite. A more beautiful spectacle cannot be paint-
ed 5 but whoever should se¢ a northern light for the
first time, conld not behold it witiout terror.  For'
however fine the illuminatjon may be, it is attended,
as 1 havelearnced from the relation of many persons,
with sucha hissing, crackling, and . ishing noise
through the air, as if the largest fire-works were
played off.  ‘Fo describe what they then hear, they
make uso of the expression, * The raging host is
passing.” The hunters, wlo puvsue the white and
blue foxes in the confines of the Iey Sca, are often
alarmed in their courso by these northen lights.
‘Their dogs are then so much frightened, that they
will not move, but lio vhstinately on the gronnd, il
the noise has passed.  Comnmonly, clear and calm
weather fellows this kind of northern lights. ‘Fhis
account has beenn canfirtned by the uniform testi-
mony of many, who have spent part of several
years in theso northern regions, and inhabited differ-
ent countrics from the Yenisei to the Leuas so
that no doubt of its truth enn remain.  This seems,
indeed, to be the real birth-place of the Aurora
Borealis.” : )
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ON TIHE NEAT STYLE.

Whatis called 2 Neat Style comes next in order;
and hiero we are got into the region of omzment:
ber thatoruament not of the highest or most spark-
ling kind. A writer of this character shews, that
lic docs' not despiso the bezuty of language. Itis
anohject of hisattention. But hisattentionis shewn
in the choice of his words, aud ia a graceful collo-
cation of them; rather than in any high cfforts of
imagination, or eloquence. Mis semtencos aro al-
ways clean, aed free from the incumbrance of super-
fluous words; of a moderate length; rather incli-
ning to brevity, than a swelling structure; closing
with proprioty; withont any tails, or adjociions
dragging aftor the proper close. His cadence is
varieds but not of the studied musical kind. 1is
figures. if ho uses any, arc short and corrects rather
than bold and glowing. Such a Stylo as this may
bo attained by a writer wwho has no great powers of|
fancy or genius, by industry merely, and careful
attention to the rules of writing; and it isa Style

node wero seen before, skimming Lriskly among

x

always agreeable. It imprints & character of mod-

rate clevation on our compostttun, and ec.es 8
decont degreo of ornuient, which 1s not wstuabie
to auy subicct whataver. A famitiar letter, or 2
law paper, o the driest subject, mny ko wrinen
with neatness; and a sermon, ¢ o philosophical
treatise, in o Neat Style, will by rezui wad plea-
sure.—hlair.
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LANGUAGES.

There are said to e no less than 3,121 knnwn
laaennges in the world: of whia 997 ave Awauc,
ar7 FHuropeen, 276 Afidean, nnd 1,u24 dmmerican
lauguages and dialects.

——
HUNAN L RIOSITY.

HNumaa coriosity, 1230 at Aot slowly exeited.
being at Lot possessedof Ieisure for indulging its
proprasity, bezvine: ene of the greatest mnvt citents
of lif, and giveshizlior swafiucuvns than whet oves
the enses can affora. 3 ki of this dispozitun tasus
all waure into @ wagbeent theatr  1enlele wit's
objerts of woirder amd serprise, and wited up <heef;,
for his happiness and emu rtginmient; ho industrogs
3‘ eaantiies wlf things, from the mmutest meects 1w

he mo-t finished aunmaly and, whea his lwited
organs ean ye longer aahe the disquositicn, he sends
out his imaginativn upun new cuguiiies.
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PEFIRITION OF Wi,

“WiL” says Barrow, “is a th'ug so versstile
and multiform, appearmg in so maay shapes, so
ImTuy postures, so nzay garhs, so varieusly ap-
prekended hy several «yes and judgments, thet
it seemeth no less hard to st a Clour zad eertain
notion thereaf, than to make a postnit of Prateqs,
or to define the fizure of the flectiag air.  Sumetimes
it liethyin put allusions to a knowr stor ¥, orin sea-
sonable application of a trivial sazing, or in forging
an epposite 1zles sometimes it playcd on words
and phrases, teking aldvantago from” the ambigmzy
of thur senze, or tire aflinity of thele sonnd; some-
times it Is wrapped up in a'dress of humuurous ex-
pressions someties it lurketh under an odd simitj-
tude; sometimes it js lodged in a sly quesiion, ina
smart answer, in a quirkish reason, in a shrewd in-
timaticn, in cungingly diverting, or sinarily sctorting
an obiection; somctimes it i3 couched in a Lold
schemne of speech, in a tart irony, or a lusty hyper
bole ; in a startling wetaplior, in a2 playsible recon-
ciing of contradictions, orin acnte nonsunse: some-
times a scenieal representaticn of pessens or things,
a counterfeit speach, a mimiczl Inok or jesture, piss-
eth for it; sometimes aflfected simplicity, sometimes
a presumptious bluntuess, gives it heing : saine times
it riseth oaly from a lucky hitdng upon what is
stranze; sometimes from crafty wrestting, obvicuy
matier to the purpese.  Often it consisteth in one
knows not what, aud springeth up one can hardly
tell how.  Its ways arc unzceountable and wexpli
cable, being answerable to the nuwnberle:s rovings of
faucy, and windings of language.  Li raisoth whime-
ration, as sigrif iz a pimblo sazacity of agprt en-
sion, a special felicity of fnvention. a vivacity of
spirit, and reach of wit morc than vulgar; it scem-
cth to arguc arare quickness of paris, that one can
feteh in remote conecits applicable s a nciuble skill
that can devterously accommodate them to the pur-
Fose before him, together with a lively briskne.s of
wsmnotrnof At to damp those sportful § ches of im-
egination. Tt also procurcth delight b, gradfsing
curigsity with its rareness, or semLlance of dificuiry.
by diverting the mind from its road of scrivis
thoughts: by instilling gaiety and aimess of spirits-
by pravoking to such dispasitions of gaicty in way f
emulation or complaisance ; and by seasoning mai-
ters ntherwise distasteful or insipid, with un unusual
and then gratehil saveur.”
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SISCELLANY,

Errvariox or rns Sovr 10 Gov.

When I am enabled to elovate my soul to Ged, I
begin to answer the end for which I was placed n
this world, and enjoy an antepast of that felicity
which awaits me in the celestial regions. How
trifling and contemptiblo do the vain amusements
of the age appear, wheu my heart accustoms itself
to scek its felicity in the Creator, and how am 1
humbled in my owa eyes when I compare my

weanness and obscarity with the infinite majesty of



