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true! " Man shall not flot live ly bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth froni the mouth of God."

But, flot oniy does our physical afld intellectual life consist in God ; our
moral nature also, receives a new~ impulse iii this truth. Any system, of
conduct or morality that lias flot God for its beginning, middle and end, is
lanientably at fault. Every other moral standard, ail inventions of the
perverted nîind of man, must give way, in order to niake roorn for this one
absolute an~d suprenie standard-the nature of God. Our relations are
considered ;ii the true light only wvhen we recognize theni as sacred-sacred
because tliey wvere established by a I-oly God, and siiîce the lioly law of God
is set as a guardian on them A comparative study of the human races
livingi under various codes of morals, wvill make this very apparent. That
code alone which recognized God as its centre lias elevated man to an
elevatiQn in th~e moral scale whiclî could neyer have been realized under any
otlier code.

In our modern civilization we mnust regard this as its redeeming character,
its foundation. Iii spite of the influence of tlîe powvers of darkness, of the
evii and degraded nature of man, of the terrible extent to which pollution and
crinme have l)revailed ; in spite of ail tlîis we have attained to a stage in the
mwal devehopment neyer before realized in the history of the World. To
what shaîl we attribute ail this, if flot to the fact tlîat tlîe nature of God is our
univ'ersally acknowledged moral code? To whiat shahl we attribute the good
%v'e so frequently find among mien, professedly non-Christian, unless to the
sp)irit of God. Truly we mîust b-)w in revereiîce before Him who liveth for
ever an.d ever. He is slow to anger and l)lenteous in mnercy., He bias not
yet forsaken the earth. He is stili working iii and through men wvho even
refuse to be influenced, permnanently at least, with 1-is higlier love, and makes
them shew forth His praise and lory by binding firmily on tlîeir shoulders
the immutable bonds of personal responsibility:

Tlîe progress of civilization, then, the advancenient of miorals clearly
show the truthi of the text : " Man shah flot live by bread alone, but by every
wzord that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."

In fine, man's spirituai life not only can have no real strength, but cani
have no real existence at ail save iii Irini who lias life in Hiniself. Man, as
hie is by nature, is dead to the Kingdom of grace. The moral man cannot
grow into the spiritual man. He may approach the very threshold of the
Kingdom. He may attain to that higli degree of morality that he may even
piersulade hiniself, as well as others, that lie really does belong to the Kinig-
dom, that lie really does possess the spiritual lire. As 1 said already, lie nîay
feed on those outward means of grace, continue to perforni good moral
works, enjoy ail the privileges of th~e visible Church, bu-, so far there is no
real stiri/ial life. 1'Man shaîl not live by bread alone, but by every word
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