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their own conception of the philatelic
world, they filt their writîngs with their
own flavor until the collector begins to b.-
leve that it is unworthy of a pliilatelist to
do any service without a tangible quid pro
quo, that the sole value of a collection lies
in the ainount, it wîll bring on the block,
snd that the stimulus for the production
of philatelic. 'literature' inust corne entirely
fromn the arnount of cash or 'advertisîng
space the publitsher can le induced to,
4give' for it. It thus often l1kippens3 that

the desire for the reniuneratîon exirite be.
fore the basis upon whîch to bud a phil-
atelie thesîs lias been found in whicli case
our quondorn amateur is likely to give rîse
to those peculiar emissions labeled 'Echoes%'
from the East" 'A History of my I>hilatelic
Career' etc. * * * "

The writer bases bis article upon a
wrong assumption in regard to the motive
of the collector, the object being to in-
crease the collection by the disposai of
duplîcates and lotsi acquired in seciaring
some required specimen. Unless the col-
lector bas unlimited means, there sooner
or later arrives.. time when two conditions
confront him, the specimens hie wauts cost
too much for his purse, ahnd bis stock of
duplicates represents too large an amount
of dead capital. Most collector-dealers
have some other employment, which places
out of their power the personal swapping
sud exchanging of the school-boy. An ad-
yertitement in some philatelîc paper of
"s tamps wanted" seems a possible way of
picking up some desired stamp, the
answers to this icnreases the stock of dup-
Jicates; and thon the, "for sale" side of the
question la advanced. But the point in
no0 more worthy of censure than ia the.
swapping Of stamps in a personal interview

thç press [is merely ueed as s means of eom-
municaton, snd the. amateur bas Iost,
nothing of an amateur nature. The col.
lector and the dealer are, in ail hobbies
and especially lu philately often one, the
collection s which have made philately the
science it is hanve been brought together
by dealers, aiid ini fact there is hardly a
man among the "giaint" dealers who bas
iîot his collection of specialties. Know-
ledge of stanips caîinot be gained from, a
single specimen, the more of a kind that,
are handled the more is found out concern-
ing them, and the dealer bais in a greater
or leàs degree according to the size of bis
buibiess, the. opportunity te study stamps:
but unless there ie an outlet for hie dupli.
cate speciniens sooner or later bis cash
w ill all be in thein. A glance at the col-
umns of middle clasa of philatelîc publie&-
tions ia sufficient to show that the saat
or dealer-collector le the one who supports
theni. And these journal@, with their low
subscription prices, are thie onea who start,
collecetors, are the. cnes that pave the way
for the large dealers, are the ones who
statrt the future speciallat on bis career.

So far as regards the arraignment of th*
colector-dealer as a writer, lîttie need b.
said. The publisher who admita to bis
eolumne such articles as those mexationedl
is more te, blame than the writer. He, ini
setting up as a publisher, laya dlaim te
tante, writer is ignorant onky. Moreoyer
it is not true; practicaly ail the leading
monograph writers and authorîties on
stampe bave aoquired. their knowledgé,
fromn the handling of stampe am a dealer: it
la ouly permitted to the favored few viiose
silver spoon lsa sbirtbright to buy- sud ex-
amine aveu, common 'atsmps in sufficient
quantities to obtain knowledge worthy of


