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PLEASANT HOURS.

Christ With tho Worthles,
(Danle) 3. 269
BY MMEON TUI KK CLARK, !

Nover was a atranger story by the pen
of prophoet toud,

In that grand.st of ail
wonder-book of old,

Than the atory of the Hebrews, in the

flery furnarce’s glow,

a  spirit walked with shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego.

histurtes, the I

When

Much 1 inarvel how the monarch called '
that fourth ono by his name, |

When as yet so 108Ny ycars mnust pass
before Mesrs ah came

As the Lord of light and glory, with the
sons of men to taik,

And with carpenters und fishermen by
Gulilee to walk.

) thou Crucificd and Risen, when cter-
nity hegan,

Thou wert counselling the Godhead for
the happiness of man;

IFrom the golling world's creation has
thy precious blood been shed,

And a thurny crown been platted for a
more than kingly head !

in the furance of affliction though my
soul be sorely tried,

I shail never be quite overcome with
Jesus by my side;

IFor mny not a sinful soul to-day as well
the Master know

As the wicked king of Babylon three
thousand years ngo ?

LESSON NOTES.

THIRD QUARTER.
STUDIES IN TUE NKW TESTAMENT.

LESSON 1. - JULY 16.
I'HE HEBREWS IN THE FIERY FUR-
NACE.
3. 14-28, Memory verses,
GOLDEN ‘TEXT.

Our God whom we serve i3 able to

deliver us-~—~Den. 3. 17.
OUTLINE,

1. Courage, v. 14-18,
2. Trial, v. 19-2L

bLan, 16-18.

3. Traumph, v, 22-28, |

Time - Between 687 and 668 B C. |
Place The plaln of Dura, near

Babylon, !

14. The preceding verses shed light
upon those of the lesson. .ebuchad-
nezzar "—Then king of Babylun, a rleh,
proud, and cruet king. Thre¢ of the ,
many Jews were aclused, gnd they be-
«auge of envy. They had been ©set
over the affalrs of the province,” and
there was an effort 0 put them out of ,
oflice.  Thelr enemies tried to cover up
thelr baseness with the cloak of religion, ,

'

I
LESSUN HELPS. ’
t
1

The charge was - they serve not thy
guds.” Nor wuishlp the golden image
which I have set up”—The king em-
phasizes the pronoun *L”

16. Music in all lanas and ages has
Leen  the  accompaniment of religlous
rites  und  ceremonles Musle, as we
know 1t, s almost a modern art. ‘This
s owlng to the fmproved musical instru-
wents and the gentus of great composers.
*Who s that God* Arked in haughty
arory It 18 hard for us to concelve
the arrogunce of the anclent king, who
wag regarded as a superior being. His
will was nearly all powerful, his anger
terrible when he was thwarted.

16. *We aro mnot careful "—That is,

caro full.  \We have no anxlety; no cause
to have, for Jehovah is (1) able and (2)
wlllifng to rescue,

“In the furnace God may prove thee,
Thencoe to bring thee forth more
bright.”

17. “He wHl deliver us"—The deep
fecling of faith, the glad note of pros-
pective triumph  Faith makes the timid
Lrave, aud robs death of its sting,

18, * We will not—Couragsr makes a
man positive in his assertions of what
he will or will not do. Moral courage
is the kind the world needs.

19. “Full of fury”—Blind, unreason-
ing fury. How strange when le had!
seen many pruofs that JeLovah reigned. |
When fury enters the soul reason and
windness depart. * Seven times more*” ‘

1
f

—As hot as pessible. The word seven
expresses the intensity of the heat,

20. *The most mighly men"—The
clhilof ofticers; those who excel in power,
not fn physical strongth.

21 “ Tholr coats, their hosen, and
their hats "~—Thelr cloaks, their turbuns, ]
and their loose, flowing garments. i

24. “ Antonjed *—0I1 English for as-

toniahed,
25 " like the son of God* Rather
Itke & son of tho gods. The king hail

nelther Chrlstlan nor Jowlsh {dear g
tpoke as An {dolater, which Indeed he

wasn 8ec verse 28 * God hath sent
Iis angel,”
27 “The fire had no power" Tho

test of Innocence by a flery ordeal waa
familiar §n the anclent world This was
a8 mirnrulons interpostition, and the king
and his ofMlcers know ft.

28 “Blessed be the Qnd*” etc A
noble teatimony (1) of a heathen, (2)
produced by noble conduct and (3) the
presence of the aaving Jehovah.

HOME READINGS,

M. Jesus teachling humility,—John 13,
1-17.

Tu. The humble exalted,—Lukeo 14, 7-14.
W. Humlility In prayer- Luke 18. 9-17.
Th, l(];ace for the humble.—1 Petor 6.
A ;'obuko to pride.—Mark 9. 30-37.
Greatness of service — Matt. 20 20-28,
u Christ’'s example —Phil. 2, 1-11.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.
1. Cuurage, v. 14-18.

What did the king ask of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego ?

What demand did be make ?

What threat,dld he utter ?

What reply did the three make ?

In whom did they trust for deliver-
ance ?

What is the Golden Text ?

What was thelr decislon ?

What lesson may we
Acts b. 29, last clause.
2. Trial, v, 19-21,

How wus the king affected by the re-

I
8
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here learn ?

ply ?
What command did he give about the
furnace ?
What did he order to be done wlith
the threce Hebrews ?
How were they prepared foo the trial ?
What does Peter suy about a flery
trial 2 1 Peter 4. 12, 13,
3. ‘Triumph, v, 22-28,
What fate befell the king's servants ?
Where were the three Hebrews ?

WATER-FYRDDLERS,

‘What strange question did the king
agk ?
Whom did he see in the fire ?
What was their condition ?
What Jdid he say the fourth was hke ?
What prumise was thus fulfilled ?
Isa. 43. 2.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. Concerning faith in God ?
2 Concerning fidelity to duty
3. Concerning help in trouble ?

The heathen king's command.—Try to
pieture the scene, the wide plain, the
gatlered multitudes, the golden image,

the king's words, and the burst of music,
at which all the heathen followers of
the heatben king fell down to worship.

A WONDBRFUL MAGNET.

Probably the largest and strong-
est magnet in the worll 1s that at
Willet's Pcint, New York. It
cams 1o bo made by accldent.
Major King happened to see two
iarge fiftcen-inch Dahlgren guns
lylng unused sfde by side on tho
dock und immediately concelved
the itdea that a rmagnet of ecn-
ormous power counld be con-
structed by means of these can-
non, with a submarlne cable wound
around them. The magnet, which
stands about ten feet from the
ground, fs eighteen faet long, and
has eight miles of cable wound
about the upper part of the guns.
It takes a force of 26,000 pounds to
pull off the armature. A soem-
ingly Impossible experiment was
performed with some fifteen-
fnch s8o0lld cannon balls, the magnet
holding several of them suspended
fn alr, one under the other. Tho
most Interesting oxperiment was the test
made of a non-magnetic watch. The
test was highly satlsfactory. The mag-
net was so puwerful that an ordlnary
watch was stopped stock still as goon as
it eame within three fect of it, while an
American non-magnetic watch was for
ten minutes held in front of the magnet,
and 1t did not vary the handredth part
of a sccond, A sledge-hammer wlelded
in a direction opposite to the magnet
feelg as though one were trying to hit a
blow with a long feather in a galo of
wind.—Chicago Rallway Review.

WATER-PEDDLERS.

In many of the towns on the Mexican
slide of the Rio Qrande del Norte (“ the
G,and River of the North"), which sep-
arates Texas from Mexlico, water Is
scarce, clthough &« river flows beside
them. They have few cisterns for rain-
water, and mno springs, hydrants or
pumps. Quite a number of men make
thetr living by selling water. The city

of Matamorayg refused to allow a com-
pany to erect waterwords to supply the
<ity, because it would deprive the water-
peddlers of thelr business,

Every peddler has a barrel with a
plece of plank or scantling nalled across |
each end. In the middle of the plank i
is o stout spike or Iron pin, to which,
i3 atlached a piece of chain reaching be-
yund the edge of the barrel, and to the,
ends of the chain are attached rawhlde
or other kinds of rope. The barrel has |
at one end two large wooden plugs. To
flll it, the Mexican goes up to his knees,
or deeper, in the water, pulls out both
plugs, and the water rushes in at one
hole, while the air in the barrel goes
out at the other. When the barrel is
fllled, the peddler turns it over on its
side, steps inslde the rope, and walks
through the town secking a customer.

The peddlers are queer-lcoking men,
with dark complexion and long, stralght,
black hair, like Ind*ans, ‘They wear
wlde-brimmed, low-crowned *sombreros"
(hats), trousers rolled up to the knees,
or higher, and are almost always smok-
in a clgaretle. Sometines a peddler
saves his money, and buys a * burro "—
a donkey not much higher than a table—
and, elther tying the rope of hig barrel
to the saddle or putting the rope around
the burro's neck, getg astride the little
animal, and enjoys a ride while going
around with his barrel of water,

Just imagine a man wearing a hat
with a brim as wide as 2 gmal} parlour
centre-table, with no shoes, with trougers
rolled ahove his knees, riding a donkey
2o small that he bhas to hold hig knees
up to keep his fect from dragging on the
ground, and with a barrel of water roll-

iog over tho gronnd after him

& WONDERFUL MAONET,

Vaucation Song.
Y FPRANK D, BHERMAN,

When study and school are over,
How jolly ft I8 to bo free,
Away in the flelds of clover,
The honey-sweet haunts of the beo!

Away in the woods to ramble,
Where merrily all day long

‘T'he birds in the bush and bramble
Are fllling the summer with song.

Away from the stir and bustle,

‘fhe nolse ot the town left behind;
Y acation for sport and muscle,

‘The winter for study and mind.

‘There's never a need to worry,
Thore's never a lesson to learn,

There's never a bell to hurry,
There’s never a duty to apurn.

So play till the face grows ruddy
And muscles grow bigger, and then

Go back to the books and study :

We'l find it as pleasant again.
~Every Other Sunday.

Readable Books.

The Miracle at Markham.

How Twelve Churches Becamo Ono,

By Charles M. Sheldon,  With numer-

ggz Illustrations. Papor, 30c. ; cloth,
A new story by Sheldon will interost a
world of readers.  Tho success of his books
is without a parallel, TFifteen London
publishers ars competing for the markot.
Already 4,000,000 copies aro reported as
suld, ** The Miraclo at Markham " 13 said
to bo Mr. Sheldon’s best,

Yesterday Framed in To-day.
A Stwry of the Christ and How To-day
Recoived Him, By * PMB! ' (Mrs. G. R,
Alden). Cloth illustrated, 70c.
This_is one of tho most remarkable
books Pansy has yot writtzn. Her book
is unlike anything edse in print. Into the
to-day of railroads and telegraphs, phono-.
graphs and cloetric lights, the author
rings o central figuro—Jesus the Christ.
It isan appropriate sequel to hor beautiful
lifo of Christ, which appeared last scason.

The Cross Triumphant.

By Florence M. Kingsley, author of

“Titus,” ¢“Stephen® and ¢ Paul.”

Paper, G0c, ; cloth, 81.00.

The eoxiraordinary pO{)ulam.y of
“*Titus,” which enjoyed a salo of nearly a
million wptes within « year, made Ars,
Kingsley's o houschold nome in all
America. The now story is well worthy
of the oxcellent serles to which it forms a
complement,

A Double Thread.

By Ellen Thorneycroft Fowlor,
75¢. ;3 cloth, $1.25.

Miss Fowler's ¢‘Concerning Tsabel
Carnaby ” was ono of tho most successful
books of tho past year. The London
Speaker remarked of b2 *“ ¢ The novel of
the seastn’ will probably be the verdict
upon this amazinﬁly witty and brilliant
story. Ths book positively radiates.
humour.”

I; Thou and the Other One.

%y Amclia E, Barr, Author of “Jén

odders Wife,” “A Bow of QOrange

Ribbon,”ete., ete. Hlustrated,

60e. ; cloth, $1,00.

Mra. Barr well maintains the popularity
won.with her oarlicet storiez, Tgis new
ono is said to bo tho boat she has written
sinco ‘A Bow of Orange Ribbon™
sppoared.

Paper,

Papor,

We pay postage.  Send orders to

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Mothodist Bock and Pablishing Kouse..
x Toronte.

C. Coatet} Nontreal, % . Nooells, Miatrs
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