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UTILIZATION OF THE INDIANS OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

-

Some ane in America has written a book entitled

The Century o Dishonor. bearing on the bygone -
neglect aud maltreatment of the aboeriginal mee, |

within the far reaching bounds of the United States.

On the contrary. as compared with Western Can- .
ada, or the Dominion, west of the Rockies, great and -
well-judged expenditure with successful issue there- -

from has, throughont its possessions on the Pacific

slope, fort he last twenty vears, been the action of the -

United States government.  Farther on this will to
some extent, be shown.

Truly does dishonor attach to the successive do-

minional governments for callous neglect of their :
Indians in their Pacific province (B. C.), during, to -

_ speak within moderate bounds, the last twelve years.
How is this to be remedied ?

The Dominion Ministry at Ottawa, as well as our ;
own Ministry at Victaria, are public servants, bound
under penalty of dismissal, to couduct all public .
businesf “according to the -well understond wishes of |

the people.”
If, throughout the Dominion then. 2 strony desire
is manifested to have the poor Indians of this Pacific

_ provinee variously instructed so as to fit them for ;
useful citizenship, the buisness of so preparing them |
will soon be zealously undertaken by these, the Do- -

minion Ministrv, on whom that duty so selemuly
devolves. 1t is, by our fellow Canadians, the right-

minded of the New Brunswickers, Nova Scotians, .

Quebeckers and Ontarians that this sentiment shonld
be felt, and strongly exhibited in an effectual way.

. Surcly there will be some display of it by Brnitish
Columbians, whose country the “Indian problem™ so
immcdiately concerns.

At a late mecting in Boston, Mass., of fricnds of .
the Indiau it was rewmarked by a General Armstrong,

himsclf principal of the important and flourishing
Indian school of Hampton, Virginia, that the only
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| way of handling the Indian question lies in awakening q
! public sentiment, the influence of wlack s et at Wash.
ington. Italics mine.

1 k@ For “Washington,” substituting “Ottawa,” §
how perfectly the foregoing applies.

An article in a late Boston Commonwedth, headed
“The Indian Character,” has the following passage.—
. “The primal cause of the “century of dishonor” iy
. our history was the want of reverential appreciation
of the natural Indian character, and the low preva.
lent idea of their being more savage than the Euro-
. peans, whom they alw s at first welcomed with

gencrous hospitality, and almost worshipful respect,
and did not begin to fizht, till driven to it, by the en.
croachments aud cruelty of the whites.”

The books on the early condition of the Pacific
Slope from 1803-6 downwards, present many instance
_of the exhibition of extreme kinduness by Indians to
" whites in distress.  Of their alnost worshipful feel
ings towards whites, one well authenticated case,
occarring early in the century, was told me years
ago.  Two unusually tall and stalwart men, free trap-
pers, coning aumongst a western tribe, were treated
with great respect, being taken for *“children of the
sun.” This tribe had never previously, in all likeli-
hood seen white men. The men in question were
both Canadians, one of them beasing the same his-
*toric surname as does the present Premier of the

Daominion.

In the sonthwestern and western countries of the
United States, where Indians, used to Buffalo hant
ing, have yet to be rational; the wholesome spurof
necessity is wisely applied.  To the native, most
laboring for the production of his own food by tillage.
of the soil, is the most liberal mtion given.  The
. slothful and idle are more scantily supplied.  The e
ports prove however that in some quarters such stizt
ing has been too generally applied.  As in Europs
so in Amcrica, the most fermenting troublesom:
classes are finst attended to. The wild nomad «
the North West had regardless of cost, to be conc?
. iated and restrained, by use of every needful appt:
aunce, mounted police inclusive, ere white settlemes
of the great prairic countries of Midland, Caza:

. could be ventured on.

The, as a mle peaceable, well disposed redme
of Western Cansula, our provines: (B. C.) intermize
with, aud helping the whites, have, althongh b
Csince taught religion by devotel R, C. Missio:
aries, been for twelve vears deprived of their Ja
and most imporiant inheritance, to wit, the vital)
needed teachings in secular matters, already besto
- ed on Indians, dechere, throwghnut the Dominios,

" so liberally afforded in the United States, comps
tively close by. Indiaus of this proviuce going so8
to pick hops, comment at home, on the comparativd
| great size of American Indian Reservations, and @
" the praiseworthy attention to Indian teachings,



