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put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter 22 and
thus they ¢err in vision, and stumble in judg-
ment.??

But to return to the inguiry, ¢ What may we
understand by conscience 22 I addition to what

has already been stated in answer to this inquiry,!
it may be observed, with Locke, that ¢ canscience!

is nothing clse but our own opinion or judgment of!
the moral rectitude or pravity of our own uctions,” |
It is not a faculty or principle distinct from the un-!
derstanding and judgment, as is sometimes 1epre-
sented, cxcq;t as it relates to man’s moral nature s
but it is the decision of a man’s own mind in the
exercise of his understanding and judgment, con-
ceming the morality of his own actions, with re-
ference to some rule, attended with corresponding
emotions of pleasure or pain.  The Hebrew lan-
gnage furnishes no name for conscience 3 the wri-
ters, therefore, of the Old Testament sometuncs
term it % the mind,” and the <« heart.”  We are
told that ¢ David’s heart smote him after he had
numbered the people.’’  St. John, also, speaking
of conscience, says, “If our heart condemn us,
God is greater than our heart, and knoweth atl
things, Ifour heart condemn’us not, then have
we confidence towards God.” When we decide
concerning the right or wrong, the metit or deme-
rit, of the moral actions of others, it is simply call-
ed the decision of our judgment in the case, and is
attended with pleasing or painful emotions propor-!
tioned to the knowledge by which onr Ju&gmcut
has heen influenced, the rectitude of our own‘
nunds, and the interest we feel in the parties con. i
cemed.  The same act of the mind, when it has
respect to ourselves, is properly designated con-
science ; and ¢ pleasure or pain is excited with a,
tegree of intensity, proportioned to the importance |
which we always assizn to our own interests and
feclings.? It follows, therefore, that those deci-
s10n3 concerning ourselves aud others will he uni-
form, according as the same rule of judzment js
applied, and correct 2ccording 1o the just perceps,
tion of the mind concerning the truth and will ot
God as that rule.  And hence arise all the errors
of conscience. in not muking the will of God, so,
far as it is made known to us hy the light of nature|
of revelation, or botlty the rule of judzment aud,’
ahove all, the necessity of the enlightening influ-|
cnces of the Holy Ghost. that that divine rule may
mevery case be recoguned, undentood, and faith-
fully applied.

Let us naw apply these principles to several
vicws of censcience, as furnished 1o us in the Ho-
Iy Scriptures,

In L Corinthians, viis. 7, 10, 12, we read of a
weak and defiled conzcivnce = weak, or erroncous.
from want of more light, instruction and expe-
rience 3 ard defiled, or polinted and guilty, through
those sins which orizinate in it< ignorance or pet-
versity.  This was the case with some of the Co-
rinthians to whom the Apostie wrote, whv were
not yet fully convinced that ¢an ol is nothing
in the worlly*? and therefore are thinxs saciificed
so-iilols with some consciousness of religious regard
10 them, as eal thoush inferior deities, and there-
by defited their consciences with the sin of idola-
try. ¢ Howbeit there i3 not in cvery man that
knowledge: for some with conscience of the ilol
unto this hour cat it as 2 thing offered unto an idol;
and thesr conscience being weak, is defiled.”?  In
L Timothy, iv. 2, we read of 2 cautericed enn-
science: or of a ¢ conscience seared with a hot
iron.”  This is spoken of hypoctites, whose con-
sciencesare dranded in the sight of God with their
impostures and Jics: € they bear the marks of
their hiypocrisy as evident’y and indelibly in thei
conscience in the sizht of (i, as those who have
been cautarised for their ctimes do in their Lodies
m the sight of men.”  The hypocrite is conscious
t0 himself before God that he is a deceiver @ that
the chaiacter he has assumed does nat belong to
him; yet. though scif-condemned, ke continues
to practice the dwposiure, urged on by pride or co-
vrlousness, or some other evil disposition.  The
Apostie, in Romans i, 98, speaks of a «reprobate
mind,™ or a dead, unfeeling conscience, which al-
fnws men ¢ Lo do those thines which are not con-
venient;”? asalsu. to the Ephesians, iv. 18, 19,
¢ Having theunderstanding darkened, being alien-
ated from the Jife of God throuzh the ignnrance
that is in_them, because of the blindness of their
heart : who being {wt feeling, have given them-
selves over unio lasciviousness, 1 work all ua-
sleanness with greediness.”  Ard why are we
axhoted not 1o grieve o quench the Spinit, but
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because of the awful possibility and certainty of
being involved in Jhis hardened state, shoutd His
sacred light and influence be withdrawn? He-
brews X, 22, the Apostle speaks of an ¢ evil con-
science,” by which we may understaud a guilty,
accusing, condemnning couscience—tlie conscious-
nesg which the awakened sinner hias of guiltess
before God—a painful and alarming conviction ol
having sinned and exposed himself to the wrath of
Gody and which fills and burdens the mind with
sorrow, shame, and fear.  But we also and fre-
quently read of a ¢« good conscience ;» the con-
science of a good man, which is neither weak nor
defiledy nor seared, nor dead, nor guilty, but en-
lightened and guided in 1= decisions by the Spirit
and word of God j for no conscience can be good
but in connexion and agrecement with that law
which is holy, and just, and good—s¢ a heart
spunkled from an evil conscience,’—¢a con-
science purged from dead works,?*—¢¢ a conscience
that beareth witness in the Holy Ghost,?? and to
which the ¢ .\:j;irit itself beareth wilness,’-—$63
conscience void of ctfence toward God and toward
men,?—a conscience which becomes a source of
peace and joy to the Christian believer: & For
our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our con-
science, thatin simplicity and godly sincerity, not
with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we
have had our conversation in the world.”?  This
is a good conscierice 3 of which we inay say, as
Solomnn did of wisdom, of which indeed it forms
a part, ¢ She is more precious than rubijes, and
all the things thou canst desire are not to be com-
pared unto her,”? :

Lety then, these scriptural views of conscience
be considered in connevion with these principles
which we have shown to be involved in the na-
ture and functions of this inward onitor, and e
~hall arrive at the following conclusions :—That
conscience is an essential part of the ol con-
stitution of man? that, divinely ivstricted, it is
é the candle of the Lord® in maw, desizacd to be
the gteat principle of moral actions, and guide in
matters of sin and duty :—thot, however, through
the blindness of the human mind, the alienation
of the hieart from God, and the perverting influ-
ence of sinful passions and worldly interests, the
verdict of conscience, an many moral questions,
is aften very entoncons: and that, therefore, the
rectitade of aur moral judzinents concerning orre
selves may be relivd upon only so far as we are
conscious of having carcfully and impastially ex-
amined the whole case § so far only as our minds
are enlishtened by the Sprit of Gody and can-
science is guided and influenced in its” sanctions
by a solema recognition of the anthority of the
will and law of God, as the supreme rule of hu-
man conduct,  1f in these conctusions we are jus-
tificd by the views of conscience which are un-
folded su those passages of Scripture to which we
heve reterred, the following practical reflections
seem naturally to arise out of the whole sub-

4

1. That, cavare of the darkness of the human
mind through sin, and its liability and proneness
to err on matters of personal interest and ejemal
moment to man, we should eamestly implore the

illumination of the Holy Spirity and .li!j?cntly and

prayerfully read and study the oracles of God, that
they may become ¢ a lamp unts our feet, and a
fight unto our path,™ and that we may he enabled,
inonr own case and in the case of others, at all
times, 1o “ judge righteous judgment.??

2. We should leamn to velue a good conscience
as a source of inward confort and support, which
may 1emain when all earthly and outward com-
forts are withdrawn. What was it that supported
Job amidat his complicated trials, and personal
and domestic afflictions, and that enabled him pa-
tiently (o bear the cruel and groundless suspicions,
censmes and charges of his professed friends? It
was a govtl conscience s the testimony of ¢ a con-
science veid of offence, =4« the answer of a goul
conscience toward God.? It was this that ena-
bled him, amidst the darkness of the divine dis-
pensations, to say of his Maker, who alone could
read his hearty ¢ fle knoweth the way that
take: when he hath tred me, 1 shall come forth
as gold 3 and to resolve, «“Till I die § will not
TeIove mine integrity fram me 3 my rightconsness
T hold fast, and will not let it go; my heart shall
not reproach me so long as Llive??  Great, indecd,
amd unparalieled wese Job's losses, aflictions and
suflerings; but grealer than tham ail would have
been the forfeiture of a gaod canscience. 1t vas

the conscious approval of his Maker alone that
sustained and comforted him while sitting among
the ashes, and while scraping his diseased and en-
crusted body with a potsherd,

3. We should take care never ta rely upon or
plead the decisions of conscience in self-approda-
tion, or self-justification, but aswe arc at the same
time conscions that we ixa\'c decidedy nat 2ccord
ng to prejudice, passion, or worldly intercst, but
according to reason and those principles of action
which revealed religion authoritatively asserts.
For a man, for instance, who, in the management
of his temporal concerns, is influented by the exe
ample and rxocccdiugs of the world around him,
may say that he feels himself justified in the
manner in which he conducts his husiness ; while
his speculations and transactions are jsuch, that if
the rule of Christian morality bo-appited to them,
they will be found to involve principles ad pro-
cedure of very questionable rectitude, honour and
honesty. Or, a man may say, that his conscience
bears him witness that he gives as much as he
ought to do for the relief of the poor, or for the
supiport of the cause of God ; while his judgment,
in this case, is influenced by the penutious exam-
ple of others, or by his own covetousness and love
of inoney 3 aud thus he ¢ withholdeth mate than
is meet,” and gives a penny when he ought to
give a pound. Other persons there are, and some
of them, pethaps, professors of religion, who err
in judgment and conscience in other respects;
for, nstead of + comparing spiritual things with
spiritual,® they are like those Corinthians spoken
of by the Apostle, who ¢ commend themselves
but they, measuwiing themsclves by themselves,
and companng themsclves among themselves, are
not wise.”  Such persons may say that they can,
with a gcad canscience, indulge in fashionable ar
expensive dress, worldly amusements, splendid
equipages, &c. DBut whence do they get those
wood consciences that wiall authorise such indul-
gences? Is 1t not rather from ¢the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, aud the pride of
life,” and the example of others, than from the
sanctions of religion and the rule of God’s word 2
¢ Love not the world, ncither the things that are
in the world ;77— L3¢ not conformed 10 this world,.
but be ye transformed ;°%—¢ Whether, therefore,.
ye cat or drak, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God.? Mow important, then, that we
should closely and senously examine our con-
sciences in the light of God’sword, and in the ex-
ercise of prayer, in order that we may be ditected
to a right judgment! ¢ For if 2 man think him-
sclf to he something when he is nothing, he de-
ceiveth himself. But let every man prove his
own work; and then shall he have rejoicing in
himself alone, and not ix another.?

4. Let us remember that t?’crc e.\'isls an awlul

ossibility of ¢ putting away?” a good conscience,
gs of mgking ap“ shzlgpwreck ofg‘;gilh 3? that a
peaceful and approving conscience may, by disre-
garding ot violating its dictates, become a guilty
am} an accusing conscience ; or, what is worse,
the Jight of truth and life that is in it may be ob-
scured and extinguished.  And, O, the blindaess,
darkness, and confusion, which follow upon the
extinction of such a light! ¢ If the light that iy.
in thee be darkness, how great is that datkness 12
And, O, the insensibility and stupidity of 2 con~
science Julled to sicep; or dumb, that speaks aot,
warns not, condemns not, that will allow the sin-
ner to ¢ hide wickedness under his tongue os a
sweet morsel,? that will allow him to go on in his
hackslidings unchecked and unalarmed! Or, at
best, a constience still awake, butup in arms, filled
with upbraidings and remorse, tossing him with
tempest by day, and scaring him with drecame
of terror by night; his light, and peace, and lope,
all fled, and a dark and stormy region of mind all
around! Think of a guilty censcience, too, in tha
dying hour and in the judgment-day : the blinding
and stupifying influence of captivating lusts and
catthly passions no longer operating, her indignznt
Teproaches and 1ebukes are then felt with accuinu~
lated and agonizing foree, while she—

*¢ Shews with a pointing finger, but no-noise,

A pale procession of past sinful joys,

All witncsscs of bitssings foully scom’d,

And life abused, and not 10 be suborn’d ;

¢ Mark these,” she says ; ¢ these, summon’d from afar,
Begin their march 1o meet thee at the bar ;

T incre find o Judge inegoraby juet,

And perish there, as all presumplion must? @



